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Australt 


By Gordon Bennett 


THE iconic Australia Cup 
may yet be revived as a show- 
piece football tournament 
open solely to Australia’s 
Premier League clubs with 
a prize money pool of nearly 
$150,000 up for grabs. 

That’s the vision of Goal! 
Weekly founding editor Costa 
Koutropoulos, who confirmed 
this week that registration of 
the name ‘Australia Cup’ has 
been approved by the Office 
of Consumer Affairs and that 
the copyright and trademark 
ownership of the title was now 
in the hands of Alimental En- 
terprises Pty Ltd (publishers of 
Goal! Weekly). 

Since the halcyon days of the 
football tournament back in the 
1960s, the name Australia Cup 
was actually registered as a 
yachting race up until it ceased 
to exist some time in the early 
1990s. It remained dormant un- 
til Alimental Enterprises made 
enquiries to the Office of Con- 
sumer Affairs almost a year ago 
and discovered that the name 
was available to register and 
thus wasted no time in legally 
acquiring it. 

The proceedings began well 
before talk of an FFA Cup had 
begun to surface in the main- 
stream media and the main mo- 
tivation of the idea according to 
Koutropoulos was to create an 
end-of-season tournament that 
could be contested by the cham- 
pions of the respective State 
Premier Leagues in a bid to de- 
clare an undisputed Australian 
Premier League Champion. 

Qualification for the Austra- 
lia Cup would be run along 
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As featured in Roy Hay’s ever popular Blast From The Past in last week’s edition of Goal! Weekly, Slavia with the 
Dockerty Cup and original Australia Cup in 1963. 
source: 30 Years of Slavia, Laurie Schwab collection, Deakin University Library. 


the same lines as the European 
Champions League, with the 
champions of each State earn- 
ing the right to compete in a 
draw for end-of-season home- 
and-away ties, culminating in a 
two-legged final. 

With the pathway of promo- 
tion and relegation blocked to 
the A-league, a revived Austra- 
lia Cup would provide an extra 
incentive for Premier League 
clubs to strive towards. It would 
also create a common goal for 
the clubs as well as gel their re- 
spective competitions together. 

The concept has already been 
aired confidentially to a number 
of prominent Victorian Premier 
League clubs and the initial re- 
sponse has been extremely fa- 
vourable. 

The Australia Cup proposal 
also includes negotiating a TV 
deal which would enable the 
games to be broadcast in a half- 
hour highlights format show and 
preliminary talks have already 
taken place with a number of 
interested media organisations. 
Koutropoulos admitted that 
there was a long way to go 
before making it a reality, but 
believed that the Australia Cup 
had merit and could potentially 
be a reality by the end of the 


2012 season. 

Asked whether or not it would 
be going against the grain of the 
FFA Cup, Koutropoulos pointed 
out that the FFA Cup concept is 
a knock-out style cup, whereas 
the Australia Cup was more or 
less a champion of champions’ 
trophy. 

Koutropoulos also pointed out 
that logistically the Australia 
Cup might actually be easier to 
implement than the FFA Cup 
because “Australia is such a 
vast place geographically, and 
the Australia Cup wouldn’t 
have to accommodate the huge 
numbers of teams in the draw 
like the FFA Cup would, even 
though technically speaking ev- 
ery Premier League club would 
still be eligible to contest and 
win it, so long as they quali- 
fied.” 

Koutropoulos went on to add, 
“The Australia Cup should not 
be seen as a threat or something 
of a competitor to the FFA Cup, 
on the contrary, it would actu- 
ally complement it. Both cups 
would no doubt be unique for 
their own reasons.” 

Asked how the notion of the 
concept came about, Koutro- 
poulos replied, “Ultimately, the 
underlying motivation of reviv- 


ing the Australia Cup is to pro- 
vide clubs who don’t have the 
chance to play in the A-League 
or the Asian Champions League 
with the opportunity to compete 
for a genuine and bona fide title 
that is steeped in tradition and 
already embedded in the his- 
tory of our game. The Australia 
Cup could spice up the regular 
Premier League seasons across 
Australia and I’m quite sure 
that the clubs would love the 
opportunity of having a crack 
at taking home an undisputed 
title, not to mention some de- 
cent prize money. ” 

He went on to say, “There’s no 
doubt in my mind that if we had 
some top drawer games at the 
end of the season with some- 
thing juicy and prestigious to 
play for then we might even re- 
alistically see some attendances 
in the vicinity of 3000 or 4000. 
When you compare that to 
what Premier League clubs get 
at the moment on a good day 
that surely can’t be such a bad 
thing.” 

Koutropoulos stressed that “ 
the concept of the Australia Cup 
shouldn’t be seen as a threat to 
the A-League in any way shape 
or form. Far from it. The A- 
league has its own agenda and 


as everyone knows in the whole 
scheme of things, the A-league 
has done wonders in catapult- 
ing the national competition 
light years forward compared to 
where it used to be. 

“But, the Premier League clubs 
will always exist and they are 
an important part of the whole 
pathway structure and football 
family. In my opinion, what’s 
wrong with creating a tourna- 
ment that they can identify 
with?” 

“We’ve done the number 
crunching and it is actually 
quite feasible. We just need the 
Australian football community 
to embrace the concept with an 
open mind and think of the pos- 
itives the Australia Cup could 
potentially bring to the table. It 
could really help to lift the pro- 
file and purpose of everyone’s 
respective season. For starters, 
we've already got a dedicated 
football publication that would 
be honoured to cover the games 
and provide the coverage on a 
national level.” 

“Who knows, if this ever gets 
off the ground then 10 years 
from now we may even be talk- 
ing about a Super Cup between 
the winners of the A-League 
and the Australia Cup.” 


PRIZEMONEY 

Winner: $100,000AUD 
Runner Up: $30,000AUD 
Semi Finalists: $10,000AUD 
Total: $150,000AUD 


CLUBS ELIGIBLE 

All Premier League clubs of Australia 
are eligible to enter, consisting of: 

New South Wales, Victoria , South 
Australia, West Australia, Queensland, 
Australian Capital Territory & Tasmania. 


QUALIFYING FOR AUSTRALIA CUP 
It will be contested by a total of 16 
teams. 

Teams that finish in the top two posi- 
tions at the end of their regular home 
and away season of their respective 
state Premier League qualify for the 
chance to participate in the Australia 
Cup. 

The teams that finish in 3rd position at 
the end of their regular home and away 
season of the New South Wales and 
Victorian Premier Leagues also qualify. 
In essence, a team qualifies for the 
Australia Cup in the same way teams 
in Europe qualify to participate in the 
UEFA Champions League. 


THE DRAW 

Each draw is decided by putting all 
the names of the qualifying clubs in 

a hat and drawn in random. This is 
done in the true spirit of traditional cup 
competitions. 


THE MATCHES 

All matches will be played over two 
legs consisting of home and away ties. 
The first leg of each tie will be played 
at the home ground of the team that 

is drawn out of the hat first. The same 
principle also applies to the final. 


The Australia Cup consists of a total of 
30 matches. 

Round of 16 (16 matches) (1v2, 3v4, 
5v6, 7v8, 9v10, 11v12, 13v14, 15v16) 
(home and away) 

Quarter Finals (8 matches) (1v2, 3v4, 
5v6, 7v8) (home and away) 

Semi Finals (4 matches) (1v2, 3v4) 
(home and away) 

Final (2 matches) (1v2) (home and 
away) 


THE VENUES 

All matches will be played at the home 
ground of each team that qualifies for 
the Australia Cup. 


SPONSORSHIP & 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

The Australia Cup will seek to form 
long term business working relation- 
ships with primary sponsors including: 
Naming rights to trophy 

“TV Deal 

+Every match covered by Goal! Weekly 
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Soccer Hotlines 
Greens dump 0’Dell; 


Johnny A returns to the VPL mixer 


By Gordon Bennett 


Andy O’Dell has been sensa- 
tionally dumped as coach of 
Victorian Premier League club 
Bentleigh Greens and replaced 
by John Anastasiadis. 

The news was broken to O’Dell 
last Monday following Bentle- 
igh’s 3-2 loss to Richmond 
Eagles in their Round 7 match 
last weekend at Kevin Bartlett 
Reserve. 

It appears that the Greens weren’t 
too happy with the direction the 
team was going so far this season 
and decided to make changes af- 
ter contacting Anastasiadis and 
enquiring of his availability. 
Anastasiadis had been taking a 
forced sabitical from the game 
after parting ways with Oakleigh 
Cannons last year, but decided to 
accept the job at Bentleigh after 
feeling he’d had a chance to re- 
charge his batteries and get his 
zest back for the game. 

The two time NSL champion- 
ship winner who also coached 
South Melbourne to the VPL 
title in 2007 officially took over 
the reins at Kingston Heath last 
Monday morning, and was intro- 
duced to the players and conduct- 
ed his first training session with 


John Anastasiadis winning the VPL with South Melbourne in 2007. 


Andy O'Dell 


assistant coach John Gabrielson 
later that evening. 

Speaking exclusively to Goal! 
Weekly Anastasiadis shed some 
light on his appointment, “Ben- 
tliegh expressed to me that they 
were looking for a change in 
coaching personnel, and initially 
I wasn’t looking to get involved 
in coaching this year, but some- 
times the plans you make don’t 
always work out the way you 
intended them to, so after fur- 
ther discussions with the club I 
decided to take them up on the 
opportunity.” 

The change had an immediate 
impact as Bentleigh Greens ran 
out 4-1 winners over the visiting 
Hume City in Anastasiadis’ first 


game in charge on Friday night. 
“We’re not really going to take 
too much out of that match in 
particular. Obviously it was good 
to get off to a winning start and 
get the points, but Hume were 
pretty disadvantaged after losing 
their keeper early on in the match 
and had to play the majority of 
the game with 9 men. “ 

Asked what his immediate objec- 
tives are with the team, Johnny A 
hopes to implement his own style 
of play on his new team over the 
next few weeks and will take a 
closer look of his squad before 
contemplating delving into the 
transfer market when it opens 
again in May. 

“We know that things won’t hap- 


pen overnight, but we will look 
to improve and get some positive 
results along the way. No doubt 
everyone wants to be high achiev- 
ers in the VPL and we’re not kid- 
ding ourselves there, but first and 
foremost we want to play some 
good football and I just want to 
concentrate on delivering quality 
performances from my team.” 
GW also contacted Bentleigh 
Greens president Con Bios and 
asked why the club saw fit to ter- 
minate Andy O’Dell’s services 
considering the club was still sit- 
ting in the top six when the deci- 
sion was made. He replied, “We 
just weren’t satisfied with the way 
the team had been playing in re- 
cent weeks and how we dropped 
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some crucial points when they 
were basically there for the tak- 
ing. The committee held some 
discussions and we felt that the 
best way for us to move forward 
at this moment of time in the 
season was to changes coaches. 
These decisions are never to easy 
to make nor did we take it lightly. 
However, these things happen in 
football and we must now accept 
our situation. Having said that, | 
would like to thank Andy O’Dell 
for all his efforts and would like 
to wish him all the very best for 
the future. 

GW attempted to contact Andy 
O’Dell but was unsuccessful. 
Meanwhile, the St Albans Saints 
are expected to appoint a new 
coach before the week is out. 
Kruni Razov was giving his 
marching orders after four years 
at the helm, and replaced with 
Richmond Eagles assistant coach 
Huss Skenderovic, only for the 
deal to fall through hours later. 
According to sources close to the 
club, the Saints are keeping their 
cards close to their chest but an 
announcement will be made be- 
fore this Saturday’s next round of 
VPL matches. 

Former under 21’s coach Joe 
Kovacevic has been the caretaker 
in the meantime. 


3rd/Round| Details; 


Third Round Mirabella Cup Results: 
Forest Rangers (R) 1-9 Geelong (S2) 

Old Scotch (S3) 1-1 (2-4 Penalties) Box Hill 
United (S2) 

North Sunshine Eagles (P1) 1-0 William- 
stown (S3) 

South Springvale (S2) 3-1 Peninsula Strikers 
(S3) 

Moreland Wolves (P3) 1-4 Hume United (S3) 


Third Round Mirabella Cup Remaining 
Fixtures: 

Mon 11 Apr 7:00pm Moreland City (S2) v 
Melbourne Tornado (P1) — DISC Pitch 2 

Tue 12 Apr 7:30pm Doncaster Rovers (S2) v 
Ashburton (P2) — Anderson Park 

Wed 13 Apr 7:00pm Heidelberg Starts (P3) v 
La Trobe Uni (S3) - DISC Pitch 3 

Wed 13 Apr 7:30pm Mornington (S3) v Dan- 
denong City (S2) — Monterey Reserve 

Thu 14 Apr 7:30pm Epping City (P2) v 
Banyule City (S2) — DISC Pitch 1 

Tue 19 Apr 7:00pm Corio (P1) v Ballarat Red 
Devils (S2) - Morshead Park 

Thu 21 Apr 7:30pm South Yarra (P1) v 
Middle Park FC (P3) - DISC Pitch 1 
Yarraville Glory (S3) v Old Melburnians (P1) 
—To be confirmed 

Keilor Park (S3) v Westgate (S2) — To be 
confirmed 


Eastern: 
Mooroolbark (P1) & Waverly Wanderers (S3) 
have qualified for the next stage. 


South-East: 
Bayside Argonauts (P2) & Kingston City (S3) 
have qualified for the next stage. 


Goulburn: 
Tatura (R) & Twin City (R) have qualified for 
the next stage. 


Mirabella Cup 3rd Round Update 


By Robert Di Fabio 


The third round of the revolu- 
tionary Mirabella Cup knock- 
out competition commenced 
last week with five of the four- 
teen fixtures completed. 

Due to the commencement of 
the State, Provisional and Met- 
ropolitan leagues on the initial 
weekend of April, all remaining 
Mirabella Cup ties throughout 
the year will take place as mid- 
week fixtures. 

The remaining nine cup ties will 
be played throughout the next 
two weeks. The winners will 
then proceed to the Second Stage 
of the Mirabella Cup where the 
seeded VPL and State League 
One outfits will be drawn into the 
competition. 

Tuesday night played host to 
the clash between Forest Rangers 
(Regional) and Geelong (State 
2). The fixture represented an im- 
mense division in class between 
the two Wimmera South Coast 
outfits. Geelong easily accounted 
for the Rangers 9-1 in what was a 


brutal display of football. 

Moving across to the North- 
Eastern Region the newly 
merged Box Hill United (State 
2) travelled to Old Scotch (State 
2). In an all State League affair, 
the build up to the match didn’t 
disappoint. With the scores at 1-1 
following the initial 90 minutes, 
the game went into extra time. As 
aresult, no team could prevail and 
a penalty shoot-out was attended. 
After 120 minutes of reverting 
football, Box Hill United tri- 
umphed through to the next stage 
of the competition by claiming a 
4-2 victory in the shoot-out. Old 
Scotch will be leave the competi- 
tion feeling aggrieved; however 
they should be proud of their ef- 
forts on the night. 

In the Western Zone North Sun- 
shine Eagles (Prov 1) took on 
their higher league opposition in 
Williamstown (State 3). While 
only one division separates the 
two outfits an upset was realised 
with the Eagles claiming the brag- 
ging rights with a hard fought 1-0 
victory. A remarkable achieve- 


ment for the team who ply’s their 
trade in the Provisional Leagues 
of Victorian football. 

In the Southern Zone South 
Springvale (State 2) welcomed 
Peninsula Strikers (State 3) to 
the Grange Reserve. The game 
produced moments of class and 
high tempo football amongst the 
state league counter-parts. How- 
ever, South Springvale illustrated 
its superiority by claiming a well 
deserved 3-1 triumph. 

The final mid-week cup fixture 
saw Moreland Wolves (Prov 3) 
take on the highly rated Hume 
United (State 3), who started off 
proceedings as hot favourites. In 
a battle which was reminiscent of 
the David and Goliath encounter, 
the unsung hero was not meant to 
be on this occasion. Hume Unit- 
ed exhibited why they are plying 
their trade as a state league outfit 
by convincingly overcoming the 
Wolves 4-1. 

Cup football represents clubs 
with the opportunity of testing 
their strength of character, foot- 
ball prowess and willingness to 


succeed against opposition which 
are unfamiliar in the usual league 
format. Playing against teams 
from unfamiliar surroundings in 
a do or die battle is what makes 
the essence of cup football a ro- 
mance in itself. Throughout the 
initial weeks of the competition 
we have witnessed many nail 
biting games, tension, upsets 
and dreams come into fruition as 
clubs dare to dream of competing 
against the power-house outfits 
in Victorian football. For some 
clubs, this illusion has come to 
life with procession into the next 
stage of the competition. For the 
remaining eighteen clubs, one 
more triumph and the reverie will 
grow to be authentic. 


SHORT PASSES 


Football ACE 

FFV are pleased to announce 
that all affiliated clubs are now 
compliant with Level 1 of the 
Football Achieving Club Excel- 
lence (ACE) program. After 
being introduced in 2009, it’s 
fantastic to now have over 320 
accredited, with some great 
support and feedback from 
clubs, councils and partnering 
organisations regarding the 
program. 


2011 Eureka Cup Junior 
Football Tournament 

Ballarat Red Devils will be 
holding the 1st annual Eureka 
Cup Junior Football Tournament 
in the middle of the week 15-17 
April during school holidays. 
For further information please 
call tournament manager Paul 
Byrne on 0415 077 058 or send 
an email to info@ballaratred- 
devils.com.au 


Melbourne Heart 

Grassroots Tour 

Melbourne Heart FC will 

face the Ballarat Red Devils 

on Wednesday 13 April (KO 
7.30pm) at Eureka Stadium, 
Ballarat in the first of five friendly 
matches set to take place 
around Victoria. Heart will also 
play Green Gully (Wed 20th 
April), Olyroos (Friday 29th 
April), Geelong XI (Wed 4th 
may) and Port Melbourne (Wed 
11th May). 


FFV School Holiday Football - 
Places still available for week 
2 programs 

Places are still available for 

the week 2 Holiday programs 
located in Seaford, Chelten- 
ham, Bendigo and Traralgon. 
Registration closes on Friday 
15th April so get in quickly to 
ensure you don't miss out. For 
further information, please email 
carena@footballfedvic.com.au 


Mirabella Cup Facebook Page 
FFV has now launched at Mira- 
bella Cup Facebook page where 
fans can follow the tournament 
as each round progresses. 


Falcons Soccer Club 50th 
Anniversary 

The Gippsland-based Falcons 
Soccer Club is celebrating its 
50th Anniversary with a function 
and a book launch. 

The event will consist of a three 
course meal and a book launch 
on the clubs history. 

For further details please con- 
tact Nick Torrieri on 0422 828 
619 or Tony Salvatore on 0413 
999 533. 


(WORLD OF SUBEER 
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Football| Insight 
Successful Youth System key for future 


By Robert Di Fabio 


ollowing the demise 

of the now defunct 

National Soccer 

League in 2004, 
football in Australia has ex- 
perienced some unprecedent- 
ed highs with two consecutive 
World Cup qualifications and 
an injection of fresh air with 
the establishment of a rejuve- 
nated national competition, 
the A-League. 

The inception of the re- 
vamped league brought much 
optimism and expectation 
following an influx in crowd 
numbers and an improvement 
in mainstream media space in 
its early years. However, in 
recent times the A-League has 
suffered off the pitch. Negative 
media publicity regarding the 
games direction, the demise of 
North Queensland Fury and an 
unstable financial environment 
amongst club owners is leaving 
many clubs and supporters 
feeling cynical about viability 
of the A-League throughout the 
long-term. 

Gold Coast United Chief 
Executive, Clive Mensink 
was left to defend his own 
club’s stance on the feasibil- 
ity of the A-League. Since 
the closure of the 2010/11 
A-League season the club has 
seen a flurry of players leave 
the Sunshine Coast- Jason 
Culina (Newcastle Jets), Bruce 
Djite (Adelaide United), Shane 
Smeltz (rumoured to Perth 

Glory), Dino Dublic (Shaanxi 

Renhe Commercial Chanba in 

China), Anderson (released), 

Bas van den Brink (Busan 

l’Park in Korea) and Steve 

Pantelidis (Bintang Medan in 

Indonesia). 

A profusion of important play- 
ers departing, while only offer- 
ing one-year contracts to exist- 
ing players led to speculation 
that the club wouldn’t have a 
foreseeable future beyond the 
next couple of seasons. 
However, Mensink had a dif- 
fering view on the scenario and 
professed that the emergence of 
youth was a key contingent to 
the prosperity of the A-League 
and for Australian football to 
move towards a successful era. 
“Despite the rumours and 
innuendo, not everyone is on a 
one-year contract at our club; 


just because we have decided 
that we need to be prudent and 
be responsible financially, that 
does not mean we don’t have 
faith in FFA or the A-League,” 
he said. “There is little point in 
investing time and resources 
into creating a youth team that 
wins the competition two years 
running if we don’t allow those 
players to make the next step 
into the senior ranks.” 
Mensink’s attitude must be 
applauded. Since the inaugura- 
tion of Gold Coast United in 
2009, this is one of the rare oc- 
casions where the club is lead- 
ing by example. Constructive 
feedback and practicality has 
finally come into fruition for 
the club situated in south-east 
Queensland. More A-League 
clubs should be inheriting this 
philosophy. 
Obviously there needs to be 
some common sense and prac- 
ticality used when applying 
youth towards the agenda. A 
mixture of youth and more sea- 
soned players is a formula that 
has many benefits. An over ex- 
aggeration of youth will leave 
players without the leadership 
skills and experience that is 
necessary when on the pitch. 
Younger players will learn their 
traits through training, to team 
meetings to game-time through 
their experienced counter-parts. 
The philosophy envisaged by 
Gold Coast United is definitely 
ambitious; however the club is 
to be commended for having 
such a positive outlook on how 
our youth should be treated. 
As mentioned, the Gold 
Coast youth team has won 
the National Youth League 
consecutively for two seasons, 
it only points to a bit of com- 
mon sense that some of these 
players should be plying their 
trade in the senior landscape of 
Australian football. 


The Australian youth system 
has seen an immense amount 
of change over the past few 
years. Since the introduction of 
the A-League in 2005, the FFA 
introduced the National Youth 
League in 2008. 


eEach A-League outfit would 
contain a youth roster com- 
prising of a system where all 
youth players would need to 
be between the ages of 16-21 
(must be in that age bracket 


geal! 
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Alan Hansen once famously said that “You'll never win anything with kids”. Gold Coast United's ‘Bleiberg’s Babes’ will hope to prove the 
Liverpool legend's prophecy is somewhat misguided for a second time in history next season. Photo: ADRIAN GAGLIONE 


as of January 1 in the year the 
Youth League commences). 


eFour over-age players are 
also allowed to participate in 
the Youth League fixtures. 


eEach youth player in the 
match-day squad would be 
required to receive a minimum 
of 30 minutes game time. 


The latter rule was received 
with mixed emotions from the 
football fraternity. It’s great 
that youth players were able to 
receive guaranteed game-time 
to help nurture and develop 
their talents. Although, having 
to guarantee 30 minutes isn’t 
a natural solution and can ef- 
fectively alter the outcomes of 
tactics and results. 


The youth system in the A- 
League is barely passable; con- 
versely if we sight back to the 
NSL days the manner in which 
the clubs nurtured their youth 
protégées was seen as a much 
more productive system. 

In the NSL, clubs could 
develop and trace the progres- 
sion of their players all the way 
through their junior ranks. It 
was an effective system which 
allowed the national league 
clubs to develop their own fu- 
ture football stars and have an 


effective track record on how 
their juniors had progressed 
over the years. 


A prime example is former 
Socceroo and AC Milan 
goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac. Asa 
junior he played with Sydney 
United. He was raised through 
the ranks as a junior and 
developed his skills under the 
helm of the former NSL club. 
At the early age of 16 he was 
rewarded and made his senior 
debut in the 1989-90 NSL 
season. Fairytales like this are 
not apparent in today’s football 
environment. The current sys- 
tem doesn’t allow for players 
to developed and nurtured by 
the National Australian clubs. 


Nowadays, A-League clubs are 
mere pouches and consequent- 
ly inherit the credit for the 
development and upbringing 
of young players. These youth 
are purchased for the minimal 
bargaining agreement from 
their respective state league 
outfits. Consequently, these 
state league outfits inherit none 
of the accolades for their hard 
work and dedication in the 
player they helped produce. 

If there were a system where 


A-League clubs could produce, 


track and nurture their own 
perspective talent through the 


junior ranks (U12’s and be- 
yond) then I’m sure we will see 
an improvement in the quality 
of youth being produced. It’s 
time for A-League clubs to 
invest their time, money and 
resources into formatting a 
junior system where talented 
players are constantly under 
the microscope of A-League 
officials. Each A-League junior 
set-up could easily be installed 
with their local state federa- 
tion and compete against the 
relevant junior teams. 


Currently there are systems 
put in place by the FFV to 
have specific elite training 
squads like the VTC (Victorian 
Training Centre) who ply their 
trade in the Victorian Premier 
League and also in the U21’s 
of the same division. These 
ideas are great for the devel- 
opment of the game within 

the state; the FFV should be 
praised for their innovative 
way of thinking. However, for 
a truly efficient youth system, 
A-League clubs must attempt 
to take more responsibility in 
developing youth all the way 
down to their childhood years. 
A junior set-up could comprise 
of an U12’s, U14’s, U16’s and 
U18’s system where the next 
stage would be the club’s youth 
team (U21’s which compete in 


the NYL). 


In contrast to the utmost 
successful youth academies 
around the world, it is highly 
evident that a similar system 

is put into place. Stars like 
Lionel Messi were a graduate 
from the renowned Barcelona 
youth system where he did his 
apprenticeship and graduated 
with flying colours. 

We obviously need to put 
things into perspective, we 
don’t have anywhere near the 
amount of funding nor re- 
sources to compete with those 
benchmarks set amongst Eu- 
rope. However, if a similar sys- 
tem is adopted then it will only 
reap benefits in the long-term 
future for the development and 
prosperity of the game. It’s 
time for the A-League clubs 

to take more of an initiative 
and responsibility into how 
our kids are being taught 

their football apprenticeship. 
There’s nothing wrong with 
scouting future talents from 
their local state league clubs 
and subsequently progressing 
their development, although an 
enhanced and more stringent 
youth set-up by the A-League 
clubs will have more positive 
outcomes for football within 
Australia. 


10TH -15TH JULY 2014 


Team Nominations Open Now! 


The Kanga Cup is the largest International Youth Football Tournament in the Southern Hemisphere 
and we want your club to join us to celebrate our 21st tournament! 
The Kanga Cup is open to all clubs, schools, community groups and associations, catering for male and female 


players aged U10-U18. The Kanga Cup has 3 divisions from elite and representative to just wanting to have fun. 


Contact: Adam Castle, Tournament Director Email: kangacup@capitalfootball.com.au Visit: www.kangacup.com 


By Robert Di Fabio 


This week Goal Weekly caught 
up with Dandenong Thunder 
ace Luke Sherbon. Following 
a successful period in Wales 
where he won a Welsh Champi- 
onship and played in the UEFA 
Champions League, Sherbon 
took the ambitious assignment 
of travelling across the globe to 
ply his trade in Australia. With 
an ambitious mind-set, will to 
succeed and a temperament to 
make the most out of his abili- 
ties, Luke’s career is begin- 
ning to flourish to new levels. 
However, his talents aren’t 
restricted to the football pitch, 
triumphing in FIFA 11 against 
his team-mates Feston Azizi 
and Liam Kearney is also held 
in high regard. Luke Sherbon’s 
profession has shown an abun- 
dance of aptitude, with an im- 
pressive set of traits his football 
career is set to be a successful 
voyage. 


Q. How did you come about 
playing football in Australia? 

I was playing in the U23’s with 
Wales and my old team-mates Ja- 
mie Reid mentioned that he was 
coming to Australia to play foot- 
ball. I was interested. I spoke to 
Stuart Munro and he got me over 
to Dandenong. 


Q. How would you compare the 
experience of playing football 
in Melbourne in contrast to the 
UK? 

A. Overseas the weather is very 
different, especially when I come 
over this time of year I play in 
30 degree heat which I’ve never 
done before. Back home it’s al- 
ways raining. Over here the foot- 
ball is a lot faster, but physically 
it’s not as demanding as back 
home. The referee’s are more 
lenient back home than they are 
over here. 


Q. Have you had any major rep- 
resentative honours throughout 
your football career? 

A. I played in the Champions 
League for Rhyl FC from Wales; 
we played in Belgrave in the 
qualifiers. I also played for Leeds 
United for four years as a youth 


player 


Q. Who have been the biggest 
influences on your career? 
A. My parents, they used to take 
me to all the games when I was 
younger and supported me. 


Q. Do you get homesick plying 
your trade on the other side of 
the globe? 

A. It is quite hard, but since I was 
younger I had always been away 
from home due to football so I 
don’t really get home sick. How- 
ever I find that speaking to people 
back home e is a lot harder due to 
the time difference. 


Q. Can you inform us on any 
information in relation to Cov- 
entry contacting you? 

A. They contacted me a while 
back asking me if I was interest- 
ed in a trial for a couple of weeks. 
But when I was over in Australia 
I didn’t want to come back home 
for a trial. I didn’t want to arrive 
there and find out I wasn’t good 
enough and then maybe ruin my 
chances of playing in Australia. 


Q&A with Dandenong Thunder's Luke) Sherbon 


Welsh Wizard’s Aussie Journey 


goalweekly.com geal! 


Luke Sherbon has been an integral part of Dandenong Thunder’s impressive start to the season. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


Unless I had an offer from a club 
I don’t think Ill go home for any 
trials. 


Q. When did Coventry contact 
you? 

A. They contacted me just be- 
fore I came out here (mid-way 
through last year). 


Q.How’s everything been tray- 
elling down at Dandenong 
Thunder? 

A. It’s good I enjoy it. At the 
moment I’m living with one of 
my team-mates Liam Kearney 
and my girlfriend. It’s not a bad 
area (Dandenong); it’s close to 
the training which is walking 
distance. We train three times a 


week so it’s all good. 


Q. What do you enjoy most 
about the club? 

A. The fans, they are really pas- 
sionate. They get behind the 
players during the game; we get 
between 3-3.5 thousand fans at 
every home game. If you play for 
Dandenong they’re really friend- 
ly to you. 


Q. At the youthful age of 24, 
what do you hope to achieve in 
the next few years? 

A. To try and get back into full- 
time football. In the VPL there 
are no clubs that are full-time. So 
I’m hoping to go full-time like 
one of my old team-mates last 


year Geoff Kellaway who went 
to Melbourne Victory. 


Q. Having been part of the 
squad that claimed the Welsh 
Championship with Rhyl FC 
in 2008-09, how would you 
compare the standard between 
the VPL and Welsh Premier 
League? 

A. I see a lot of similarities in 
both the leagues. They’re both 
part-time, but over in Wales there 
are about three or four clubs that 
are full-time. The quality is the 
same; the physical side is a lot 
more demanding in Wales. You 
get away with a lot more back 
home in regards to tackling, 
while over here you don’t get 


away with much. The pace is 
very similar. 


Q. The following season Rhyl 
FC qualified for the UEFA 
Champions League, how would 
you describe that experience? 
A. It was unbelievable; playing 
in front of 30,000 people in Bel- 
grade was one of the best feelings 
in my life. It was nerve breaking 
but exciting at the same time. 


Q. Do you believe the A-League 
is in good stead? With your re- 
cent arrival in Australia, had 
you heard much about the A- 
League or Australian football 
whilst overseas? 

A. Before my mate Geoff (Kel- 


laway) was playing for Victory 
I followed the A-League a bit. 
Since I’ve been following it 
more the past season I’ve been 
impressed with what I’ve seen 
and the players involved in the 
league. You’ve got players like 
Robbie Fowler (Perth Glory) 
who is well known back home, 
there’s also players like Michael 
Bridges (Newcastle Jets) who are 
quite good. Obviously you guys 
are getting good crowds in the 
A-League. So I think it’s doing 
well. 


Q. Did you hear about Dwight 
Yorke when he played for Syd- 
ney FC in 2005/06? 

A. Yes I heard about Dwight 
Yorke back then. Him and Andy 
Cole were one of my favourite 
players when I was younger. 
I used to follow his (Yorke’s) 
career but I didn’t know much 
about the A-League back then. 
I’ve been following it more the 
past year. Now there’s a lot more 
on TV back home on Sky Sports, 
they do a lot of coverage on the 
A-League, so it’s getting quite 
big back in the UK. 


Q. How do you believe we can 
improve the foresight of the 
game within Australia? 

A. I think it’s got a lot to do with 
the sponsors and getting kids 
involved at a young age. At the 
moment I’ve been helping out 
at the Hallam High School as a 
football coach. The main sports 
seem to be AFL and Rugby. It 
would be nice to see more kids 
at Primary School take up foot- 
ball and develop them at a young 
age. Hopefully this will make the 
national side all the better in the 
next ten years. 


Q. Growing up, which player 
did you aspire to replicate your 
game towards? 

A. Being a midfielder, I used to 
look upto people like Paul Sc- 
holes. Even now I look at players 
like Scott Parker from West Ham 
and look at how they play. 


Q. Off the pitch, what are some 
of the hobbies you enjoy do- 
ing? 

A. I enjoy chilling out, going to 
the movies. I also enjoy coach- 
ing football and swimming. I’m a 
very layed back type of guy. 


Q. Do you aspire to coach after 
you finish your playing career? 
A. I’m hoping to be a coach as 
soon as I finish my playing ca- 
reer. When I finish (my playing 
career) I always want to be in- 
volved in football at any level or 
any age. 


Q. Finally, if you had to choose 
one player and coach in world 
football to dine with, who 
would it be? 

A. I would have to say David 
Beckham because he’s an idol 
to everyone back in the UK. As 
a coach I’d pick Jose Mourinho 
just to hear some stories and the 
way he is. He’s a really nice and 
interesting guy. 


On behalf of GW thank you for 
your time and we wish you the 
upmost success throughout your 
football career. 


Monday 11th April 2011 


With Victory Physio Daniel Jones 


It’s been a big week for the 
Melbourne Victory Club. We 
just got back home after playing 
against Chinese club Tianjin 
Teda in the latest round of the 
Asian Champions League. We 
were unlucky not to come home 
with a win but 1-1 result keeps 
us alive which is positive for our 
club and the A-League. 

Enough about my week, I hope 
you have all been well and those 
who are out on the pitch I hope 
your team is having successful 
season and continue to do so. 
This week I thought it would be 
interesting to focus on soft tissue 
injuries. These injuries occur con- 


stantly within my club and I know 


many other clubs face the same 


issue week in and week out. 


The two most common soft tissue 


injuries I deal with are muscle 
strains and blunt trauma. 


Muscle strains commonly occur 


in the biceps femoris (hamstring) 


muscle. This muscle arises on the 
pelvis and passes down the back 
of the thigh, inserting below the 
knee. It is a powerful hip extensor 
and knee flexor muscle. Strains 
consist of damage to the muscle 
fibers and/or tendon portions of the 
muscle, and occur during muscle 


contraction while simultaneously 
being stretched. This situation 
commonly arises when a soccer 
player is in the motion of sprinting. 
Causes of muscle strains are com- 
plex, but are thought to be the re- 
sult of overload and fatigue, either 
by some training error or muscle 
imbalance/coordination problem. 
Micro trauma within a muscle 

can accumulate over time when 
over-training, until the tissue fails 
leading to a sudden onset of sharp, 
localised pain and weakness. 


Blunt trauma causing haema- 
tomas (or “corks” as commonly 
referred to as) to a muscle. These 
injuries commonly affect muscles 
of the thigh and calf. A haematoma 
is a collection of blood that de- 
velops within or around a muscle, 
causing pain and weakness. These 
types of soft tissue injuries occur 
during a game and a player may 
not be aware until after when they 
cool down. Blunt trauma occurs 
commonly in tackles or challenges, 
often when contact occurs with an 
opponents boot or knee. 

Blunt-trauma injuries can be 
minimised by wearing protective 
equipment like shin pads. Padded 
shorts can also be worn to protect 
the thigh. 


Muscle injuries often feel better 
when compress firmly with a 
compression bandage or elastic 
tape. It is extremely important, 
however, that the player does not 
return to training/competition until 
they have been cleared by a Doctor 
or physiotherapist. 

Healing times must be respected 
and full rehabilitation must be 
complete to avoid recurrences of 
strains and ongoing problems. 

Thorough warm-ups and 
adequate rest after hard training 
sessions is extremely important to 
avoid soft-tissue injuries. 


Most elite clubs in Australia 
now recognise the importance 
of leg strengthening programs 
in the prevention of soft-tissue 
injuries. It is widely regarded that 
super-strengthening muscles will 
make them or injury-resistant. 
The training week must therefore 
be carefully planned to factoring 
coaching and physical preparation 
to minimise the risk of injury. 
Football is a safe sport to play, 
but injuries do occur. With a bit of 
luck and some good management 
hopefully you can avoid soft tissue 
injuries and you can spend more 
time where we all belong, on the 
pitch. 


Avoid soft tissue injuries by wearing protective gear and 
completing a thorough warm-up. Photo: ANITA MILAS 


Strapping techniques and 
Elastoplast products can be found 
by visiting visiting 
http://www.elastoplastsport.com. 
au/ alternatively downloading 

the iPhone app http:/itunes.com/ 
apps/elastoplast 


If you have any questions that you 
want answered, drop me a line in 
the comments box below and I 
will endeavor to answer in my next 
column. 


See you next week! 


Roy Keane’s agent was quick 
to hose down speculation that 
his client was in talks with 
Melbourne Victory regarding 
their vacant coaching job. He 
was actually after the Bentleigh 
Greens gig, for which he was 
overlooked in favour of John 
Anastasiadis. 

Young Socceroo Kerem Bulut 
was back in the news this week, 
appearing in court to have his 
passport returned so he can re- 
turn to his Romanian club Mlada 
Boleslav. He had to hand in his 
passport late last year after being 
charged with criminal offences in 
relation to his association with an 
alleged criminal gang. Now you 
have to question the quality of 
the management and advice he 
is receiving after noting his dress 
sense for his court appearance. 
Opting not to go with a suit, he 
fronted the judge in jeans and a 
hoodie, with a handgun motif fea- 
turing on the hoodie. His fashion 
and common sense faux pas was 
overlooked, and it seems he may 
be given the opportunity to res- 
surect his career. 

“No goalscorers entered”. You 
will be very familiar with this 
phrase if you like to look through 
the Saturday results of Victorian 
football on the FFV website. Un- 
der the new FFV policy of clubs 
entering their own scores onto 
the ResultsVault system it has 
become more common. A bonus 
of the new directive is that some 


With Mark Boric 


Roy Keane: Just missed out on getting the Bentleigh job 


clubs, even in the lower Provi- 
sional Leagues, are entering their 
full match details with line-ups, 
substitutions and cards. The nega- 
tive is that not everyone is able 
to get logged on and post their 
results and scorers in the immedi- 
ate aftermath of a match. Surely 
phoning in the scores and scorers 
to the FFV to put them up by 5.30 
pm and then having the clubs put 
up the line-ups and subsititions 
during the week would be the best 
resolution? 

And looking through the results 
that did come in, there were a few 
good old fashioned shellackings. 
Preston Lions mauled to the tune 
of 6-0 by a rampant Pascoe Vale. 
Moreland City smashing Geelong 
7-2. Moreland United tried hard 
to match their local counterparts, 
beating Melbourne City 5-3. In the 
Metropolitan League North West, 


Tullamarine Jets made a mess of 
Keon Park 12-1, with Mohammed 
Al Kazimi bagging half a dozen. 
Albert Park had a big win away, 
7-4 at Manningham. A conten- 
dor for best named player in the 
FFV today has to be Tut Tut of 
Sandown Lions in Metropolitan 
League South East. 

Will Fernando Torres score an 
EPL goal for Chelsea before Mel- 
bourne Victory win a game in this 
year’s Asian Champions League? 
Or will neither happen? The pres- 
sure is mounting, probably less 
so on Victory because their Asian 
campaign has pretty much been 
written off already. It’s a shame 
Ernie Merrick isn’t around to draw 
out the positives after each result 
and claim they were still a chance 
to progress long after the possibil- 
ity was barely mathematical. 


Trl— KATSA 


With George Katsamboukas 


Another week in Victorian foot- 
ball, where... 

True to statistical form, once a 
coaching change occurs, that team 
will win their first game with a 
new Gaffer in charge, as was the 
case this week with Bentleigh 
Greens defeating Hume City 4-1. 

Shame I had no hard earned on 
it, however I will make sure that 
I jump on after the next wicket is 
taken by the scorer. 

Something tells me that I will 
shortly be plonking some pesetas 
on Green Gully as they suffered 
a very Sad End to the Blue Boys 
from Northcote. Gully Coach 
Lapsansky would be as safe there 
as a Bottle of J Walker in my bar. 

Time will tell as the Scorer’s 
Annual Leave request has been 
denied. 

Attention Hoyts and Village 
Cinemas, are you looking for ush- 
ers to show patrons to their seats 
and to also ensure that they re- 
main seated? 

Look no further than the pre 
Game Suit Clad Men In Black, 
specifically Linesmen, or to be 
more politically correct Assistant 
referees, who for some reason this 
year have displayed a fascination 
in watching each team’s bench to 
ensure that everyone bar the Gaf- 
fer are seated. What actually oc- 
curs on the ground, ie. offsides 
and the like, at times pale into 
insignificance. 

I have witnessed this at many 


games and the above observation 
is not a one off. It is now seriously 
getting to the point of the ridicu- 
lous. 

Injured players that have just 
come off have been told that they 
cannot lie in front of their bench to 
obtain treatment. As I said above, 
the enforcement of this rule is get- 
ting out of hand. 

Over to the Melbourne Victory 
we go, where the search continues 
for Ernie’s replacement. 

Current caretaker coach Mehmet 
Durakovic is banking on some 
Victory Happy Ends in the Asian 
Cup, which will make his case 
stronger to get appointed. 

Results to date suggest that he has 
about as much chance of getting 
the job as I have of a FFV Life 
Membership. 

Another name that has been ban- 
died around is Eddie Krncevic, 
however a wild card flew in during 
the week, ex-Manchester United 
great Roy Keane, who flew in to 
the Lucky Country last week. 

Keane’s management denies that 
he is interested in the Victory job, 
however where there is smoke 
there is usually a WN Field. 

Alleged salary demands though 
are a cool million, and if he gets 
paid that to coach the Victory, it 
will give new meaning to one of 
my favourite terms, Great Coun- 
try Australia! 

Across the corridor we go to the 
Melbourne Heart, whose coach, 


John van ‘t Schip is on a reported 
$700,000 per year, said good bye 
to one of its shareholders Joe 
Mirabella, who sold his stake in 
the club. 

Seems that Mirabella was not a 
fan of van’t Schip, but rather a fan 
of Ange Postecoglou. However, 
his dream of having ex NSL teams 
buy into the Heart, in the hope that 
these fans actually began to sup- 
port the Heart kind of went against 
the grain of the other Directors. 
and hence his departure. 

Over to the UK we go where Man 
U Striker Wayne Rooney really 
could have done with some Nasal 
Spary Technology last week, as 
after scoring a hat-trick against 
West Ham, he bolted toward the 
cameras and let out some naughty 
words. 

A two week suspension and per- 
haps losing his £600k sponsorship 
with J Walkers favourite partner, 
Coca Cola, Rooney can take sol- 
ace that this video clip will be 
used in a educational video to be 
put together to show children how 
not to behave. 


He will be in good company in 
this video as his boss, Sir ALex 
will also be featured in it! 


A Boo size article this week... 


This is Katsa, just as you’ve 
known him. 


THIS IS FOOTBALL 


www. thisisfootball.com.au 


CLUB)KITISPRECIALIST 


[Ps 942853066 


189 SWAN STREET, RICHMOND, VIC 3121. Email: thisisfootball@live.com.au 
Receive your obligation free Club Kit quote today! 


Everday’s) A Skool 


World Youth Cup Final 1999 


Until the Matildas won the 
Asian championships and 
the Socceroos reached the fi- 
nal against Japan, arguably 
the best performance by an 
Australian team in interna- 
tional competition was the 
FIFA World Youth Cup fi- 
nal in New Zealand in 1999, 
when the Joeys reached the 
final only to lose to Brazil on 
penalties. 

Some might plump for the 
Socceroos final against Brazil 
in the Confederation Cup in 
1997, but that resulted in a six- 
nil loss. The near thing in New 
Zealand was one of the great- 
est achievements in Australian 
soccer history, according to 
Rale Rasic, who should know. 
He points out that Les Schein- 
flug also twice took the Young 
Socceroos, the Under-19s, to 
World Cup semi-finals. Rasic 
said Scheinflug was ‘one of 
the greatest youth coaches in 
the world.’ [i] <#_edn1> 

Since New Zealand was the 
host of the tournament and had 
an automatic place in the final, 
the Australians had to win the 
Oceania qualifying tourna- 
ment and then play Bahrain to 
get to the last stage. The long 
haul began with a two-one win 
over the host nation in Fiji on 
1 May 1999. Two days later 
Papua New Guinea was over- 
whelmed in an 8-0 rout and on 
5 May the Cook Islands also 
succumbed by the same score. 
Next up American Samoa was 
on the receiving end of 15 
goals and two days after that 
Vanuatu conceded nine with- 
out reply. The semi-final ver- 
sus New Caledonia was equal- 
ly one-sided after the islanders 
had a player sent off and so 
the Joeys faced Fiji in Lautoka 
in the final. Scott Mc Donald 
scored after 20 minutes and 
then Shane Cansdell-Sherriff, 
Joey di Iorio with two, includ- 
ing a late penalty and Dylan 
Macallister completed a five- 
nil win. 

Bahrain was the next obstacle 
and it persuaded FIFA to re- 
schedule the qualifying match- 
es at the last minute. Neverthe- 
less Australia got through after 
a two-all draw at home in Can- 
berra and a meritorious away 
win by a goal to nil scored by 
Louis Brain. To harden them 
up, Scheinflug took his team 
on an arduous South American 
tour in October with games in 
Uruguay, Chile and Argentina. 
The final game was a three- 
all draw with the Argentinian 
Under-17s, which showed that 
the Joeys would be very com- 
petitive in New Zealand. 

On 12 November, Australia 
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The Joeys nearly down 


Joey di lorio in striking action. Source: Herald-Sun, 22 November 1999, 
p. 38, via Peter Desira collection, to be deposited at Deakin University 


Master coach, Les Scheinflug. Source: Laurie Schwab collection, 
Deakin University Library, 


faced the mighty Brazil in 
Christchurch in its opening 
game in the final tournament. 
Marquinhos and Ricardo put 
the Brazilians ahead but the 
Joeys powered back in the 
latter stages of the match and 
scored through substitute Dy- 
lan McAllister. Joey di Iorio 
and Louis Brain combined to 
set up the goal, and Josh Ken- 
nedy was denied what looked 
like a penalty as Australia tried 
to get something out of the 
game. 

The second match against 
Germany saw the Joeys lose 
an early goal when Leonhard 
Haas scored from a cross by 
Florian Heller. The Germans 
seemed content to hold that 


one-nil lead but once again 
the Joeys raised their game in 
the second half. Wayne Schroj 
took a cross field pass from 
Shane Cansdell-Sherriff and 
fired it across goal. The ball 
struck Thomas Hitzelsperger 
in the chest and rebounded 
into the German goal. That 
was in the 65th minute and the 
Joeys took the lead only five 
minutes later. Lucas Pantelis’s 
free kick came back off a de- 
fender to skipper Mark Byrnes 
who finished neatly. Despite 
some frantic German pressure, 
the Joeys held on for the win 
and could have added to their 
lead. 

The final group match was 
against Mali and it was settled 


Contrasting reactions after the final penalty kick. lain Fyfe and Brazil 
keeper Rubinho. World Soccer, January 2000, p. 28. 
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Scott McDonald and Steve Martin in action in the National Youth League. 
Photo: Roy Hay. 


Joeys finals squad 


Jess KEDWELL-VANSTRATTEN (Northern Spirit); Matthew MILOSEVIC (South Austra- 
lian Sports Institute); Mark BYRNES (Parramatta Power); Shane CANSDELL-SHERRIFF 
(Leeds United); lain FYFE (SASI); Aaron GOULDING (SASI); Shane LOCKHART (NSW 
Institute of Sport); Adrian MADASCHI (Atalanta Bergamo); Anthony DOUMANIS (NSW 
Institute of Sport); Bradley GROVES (Leeds United); James JOHNSON (Queensland 
Academy of Sport); Jade NORTH (Australian Institute of Sport/Brisbane Strikers); Lucas 
PANTELIS (AIS); Wayne SRHOJ (AIS/Brisbane Strikers); Louis BRAIN (Adelaide Force); 
Joseph DI IORIO (Werder Bremen); Joshua KENNEDY (AIS/Carlton); Dylan MacALLIS- 
TER (Sydney Olympic); Scott McDONALD (‘Victorian Institute of Sport). 


Brazil in World Cup 


by a single goal from Scotty 
McDonald after 23 minutes. 
The nuggetty little striker 
latched on to a botched clear- 
ance and beat the keeper from 
close range. The Joeys finished 
on top of the group and that 
set up a quarter-final against 
Qatar. Once again a single 
goal did it, this time scored by 
Joey di Iorio ten minutes into 
the second half. Louis Brain’s 
shot was deflected for a corner 
and when it came over di Iorio 
drove the ball through a ruck 
of bodies and past the keeper. 

Both semi-finals and the fi- 
nal were decided after penalty 
shoot-outs showing the even- 
ness of the competition. Some 
critics said the games got dull- 
er in the latter stages as tired- 
ness and difficult conditions 
took their toll. But the Austra- 
lia versus USA semi-final was 
a cracker. This time Australia 
went off well as Aaron Gould- 
ing scored after only six min- 
utes, followed by McDonald 
in 35. Landon Donovan can- 
celled out McDonald’s effort 
a minute later and Oguchi On- 
yewu equalized seven minutes 
after the interval. Extra time 
produced no more goals and 
the penalty shoot out went to 
sudden death and eight per side 
before Kenny Cutler missed 
and Josh Kennedy didn’t. 

That led to a rematch with 
Brazil in the final on 27 No- 
vember in Auckland. It was 
tight, dour affair as the Aus- 
tralian defence kept the Brazil- 
ians at bay through 120 min- 
utes and threatened to score in 
fairly regular breakaways. Di 
Iorio might have won it for the 
Joeys in the last minute, but 
once again the dreaded penalty 
shoot out occurred. Jess Van- 
strattan was immense in goal, 
getting a hand to at least five 
of the nine he faced and sav- 
ing one. Another hit the post 
and just rolled in. For the Jo- 
eys, it was cruel. Mark Byrnes 
missed his first competitive 
penalty, and he had taken a 
few, and Iain Fyfe had his one 
saved to hand the Brazilians 
the trophy. 

Though there were queries 
raised about the standard of 
the tournament a very high 
proportion of the players in 
the Joeys’ squad went on to 
represent Australia at senior or 
Olympic level. 


I am indebted to Nick Guoth 
and Thomas Esamie and other 
contributors to the Ozfootball 
website, and Peter Desira for 
access to his press cuttings. 


[i] <#_ednref> Rale Rasic, The 
Rale Rasic Story, pp. 216-17. 


cis Fields 


Japan withdrew from this year’s 
Copa America last week, leaving 
the 12-nation tournament with 
only 11 teams just three months 
before it is due to start. Spain 
coach Vicente del Bosque has 
now admitted talks have been 
underway to consider and invita- 
tion for the World Cup champi- 
ons to compete in. However there 
may still be talks into reinstating 
Japan. The issue remains unre- 
solved. 

The president of the Japanese 
Football Association Junji Ogura 
said the most important thing was 
for his country to rebuild after the 
devastating earthquake and tsu- 
nami that struck northeast Japan on 
March 11. 

CONMEBOL spokesman Nestor 
Benitez suggested Costa Rica or 
Canada as possible replacements 
but said nothing had been decided. 
Both Japan and Mexico had 
planned to send teams largely made 
up of youth players to the tourna- 
ment, with Mexico’s top team com- 
peting in the Gold Cup—the cham- 
pionship of North America, Central 
America and the Caribbean, which 
will be held in June. 

The Copa America will be played 
July 1-24 in Argentina and will be 
screened by SBS. 

President Lez said Asian champi- 
ons Japan would be invited to play 
in the 2015 Copa America, which 
is to be hosted by Brazil. Japan also 
played in the 1999 Copa America 
in Paraguay. 

“We are sorry to be pulling out 
because we recognize that we have 
advanced in football by being close 
to South American (teams),” Ogura 
added. 

Riquelme Returns To Form 

In Argentina, Juan Roman 
Riquelme has returned to his old 
form in the past two weeks, scor- 
ing from his trademark free-kicks. 
Victories over Colén and leaders 
Estudiantes last weekend provided 
the giant club’s first two wins after 
three straight losses in a terrible 
start to the Argentine Clausura sea- 
son and some much-added relief. 
The midfield play-maker had 
missed four of the first five matches 
due to injury and had only returned 
to the lineup two weeks ago and 


Japan withdraws from Copa 


was effective again, though Boca’s 
attack continues failing to create 
many chances on goal. 

Meanwhile across to Avellaneda in 
Buenos Aires, Racing Club coach 
Miguel Angel Russo has insisted 
that his team are still very much in 
the title fight, despite an awful run 
of form which has seen the early 
season challengers fall down the 
league table. 


Clausura Update 

Three successive defeats have seen 
La Academia fall from top of the 
pile to ninth place, after many pun- 
dits had tipped the swashbuckling 
team to be serious contenders for 
the 2011 Clausura. The league re- 
mains very close however and the 
team are still just three points off 
the summit with 11 games left; and 
the trainer has dismissed claims 
that the side’s chance has passed. 
And onto Vélez Sarsfield who drew 
during the week in Santiago away 
to Universidad Catdélica (see Copa 
Libertadores wrap) has issued a 
hands-off warning to Boca Juniors 
for attacking hit-man Santiago Sil- 
va, and blasted reports that linked 
the Uruguayan striker to the Bom- 
bonera via its president Fernando 
Raffiani 


With Martin Palermo set to retire in 
June, the Xeneixes are on the look- 
out for a powerful No. 9 to replace 
the legend, and recent rumours in 
the Argentine press have identified 
‘El Tanque’ as the perfect replace- 
ment to the 37-year-old. Raffiani 
however was adamant that the ex- 
Banfield star would not be going 
anywhere, and fired a warning at 
his Argentine rivals. 

“We want Silva to stay at Velez un- 
til he retires. We want to see him in 
Velez and the Uruguayan Seleccion 
because he deserves it. If it was up 
to me, he has no chance whatsoever 
of leaving”, said Raffiani. 


Ortega Disappoints 
Finally on news from Argentina, All 
Boys coach José “Pepe” Romero 
has admitted that he is disappoint- 
ed with the performances of former 
Argentina international Ariel Orte- 
ga since the forward’s move to Flo- 
resta at the start of 2011. However, 
he has also stated that signing the 
troubled veteran was always going 
to be a risk for the struggling Prim- 
era club due to his old age. 

‘El Burrito’, 36, arrived at the 


Boca coach Julio César Falcioni 
can now breathe a bit easier after 
notching two wins on the trot 

for the struggling Buenos Aires 
giants. 


Albo in January on a short term 
loan deal, after being told by River 
Plate coach Juan Jose Lopez that 
he would not be in the team’s plans 
for the Clausura. The number 10 
has failed to shine since the trans- 
fer went through, however, and has 
played only a handful of games 
as All Boys have seen themselves 
sucked back into a relegation bat- 
tle. 

Romero, who is the longest serv- 
ing coach in the division with four 
years of service under his belt, ar- 
gued that Ortega’s performances 
had been below-par. 


Seedorf to Brazil? 

To Brazil, Ronaldo lured his com- 
patriot Adriano back to his native 
country and defend the colours of 
Corinthians. Now he has opened 
talks with AC Milan Dutch vet- 
eran Clarence Seedorf. The Sao 
Paulo-based giants have employed 
Ronaldo to broker a deal for the 
Dutchman. 

The ex-Milan striker revealed: “It is 
true that there is interest, but noth- 
ing is signed yet. It is a possibility 
for mid-year.” Corinthians coach 
Tite also declared: “I would love 
to have him here. I expressed my 
position in a rather straight-forward 
way and everything is now in the 
hands of the managers.” Seedorf is 
off contract at Milan in June. 


Dog Day Afternoon: The match between Catdlica and Vélez Sarsfield 
was delayed after a stray dog wanted to join in the match. 


Copa Libertadores Wrap 
Brazil’s latest football sensation 
Neymar showed the good and bad 
sides of his emerging talent after 
scoring a solo goal and getting 
sent off in Santos’ 3-2 win over 
Chile’s Colo Colo in the Copa 
Libertadores on Wednesday. 

The 19-year-old Neymar, who has 
already scored three goals in three 
games for the Brazilian national 
team, jinked past two defenders 
and then chipped the ball over the 
goalkeeper to score the third goal 
for Santos in the 52nd minute, but 
then pulled on a paper face mask of 
himself and was sent off for an il- 
legal celebration. 

Former Manchester City forward 
Elano had opened the scoring with 
a 35-yard free kick that curled into 
the top corner in the 34th, while 
a Danilo shot deflected in via de- 
fender Paulo Magalhaes two min- 
utes later. 

Santos’ Zé Roberto and Colo 
Colo’s Uruguayan World Cup de- 
fender Andrés Scotti were also 
shown red cards after clashing in 
the 56th, before Patricio Jeréz and 
Diego Rubio added late goals for 
the Chilean club. In stoppage time, 
Elano and Colo Colo’s Cristobal 
Jorquera became the fourth and 
fifth players to get red cards in the 
ill-tempered match. 

Muricy Ramalho could not have 
asked for a tougher start as San- 
tos coach than a Libertadores Cup 
match with Group Five leaders 
Cerro Portefio of Paraguay next 
week without three suspended 


players including Neymar. The 
biggest loss will be teenage ace 
Neymar, who was handed a second 
booking because he celebrated his 
goal by picking up one of the many 
masks of himself distributed at the 
Vila Belmiro by one of his sponsors 
and parading it over his face. 

“The play was good but players 
need to be conscious, calm. Our 
team felt robbed and were nervous. 
We must know how to play football 
but also use our intelligence,” he 
told reporters after watching the 
match from the stands. 

“The squad is very short. We need 
to study Cerro closely,” Ramalho, 
who steered Fluminense to the Bra- 
zilian league title last year, added 
as he also contemplated the fact 
that three other players are unavail- 
able through injury. 

The win was Santos’ first in four 
outings and moved the club to five 
points in Group 5. Paraguay’s Cer- 
ro Portefo leads with eight points, 
Colo Colo is second on six, while 
Venezuela’s Deportivo Tachira has 
two points. The top two qualify, re- 
member. This means Santos travel 
to Asuncion to face the Paraguay- 
an side next week before hosting 
Tachira the following week. 

Elsewhere, defending champion 
Internacional of Brazil missed a 
chance to secure a spot in the final 
16 after losing 1-0 at Mexican club 
Chiapas. Caracas of Venezuela won 
2-1 at Chile’s Union Espanola, and 
Nacional of Uruguay had a 2-0 win 
against Brazil’s Fluminense. 

Internacional only needed a draw 


to qualify but is still in a good po- 
sition to progress ahead of the fi- 
nal group games. Sebastian Jaime 
opened the scoring for Union Espa- 
fiola in the third minute, but strikes 
from Luis Peja in the 34th and Jo- 
seph Martinez in the 84th helped 
Caracas to a comeback win. The 
victory put Caracas atop Group 4 
with nine points from five match- 
es, while Union Espajola needs a 
string of results to go its way after 
remaining stuck on four points with 
one match left. 

Twice champions Gremio of Bra- 
zil qualified for the Libertadores 
Cup knockout stage with a 2-0 
home win over Atletico Junior of 
Colombia in Group Two last Thurs- 
day. Junior, beaten for the first time 
after four wins, had already quali- 
fied and remain top of the group 
with 12 points, two more than Gre- 
mio, after five matches. 

Gremio are the sixth team to have 
reached the last 16 before the end 
of the group phase. Paraguay’s 
Libertad and former champions 
Cruzeiro of Brazil, Estudiantes de 
La Plata of Argentina and Pefarol 
of Uruguay have also qualified. 
Tricky winger Lucio put Gremio 
ahead just past the half-hour mark 
with a low shot from the left and 
striker Borges increased their lead 
after an hour when he backheeled a 
cross into the net from close range. 
Jorge Wilstermann of Bolivia 
picked up their first point after four 
defeats in Group Six with a 0-0 
draw at home to Emelec. A victory 
at altitude in Cochabamba would 
have put Emelec level with title 
holders Internacional of Brazil on 
10 points at the top of the group. 
Instead Emelec remain third with 
eight, a point behind Chiapas of 
Mexico. 

Inter are at home to Emelec in 
a decider in Porto Alegre in two 
weeks time while Chiapas visit 
Wilstermann in Cochabamba, Bo- 
livia. Argentina’s Velez Sarsfield, 
champions in 1994, draw 0-0 away 
to Universidad Catolica of Chile in 
Santiago and will need to win their 
final Group Four match at Venezu- 
elan leaders Caracas FC next week 
to reach the last 16. 

With one round of matches to go, 
Caracas have nine points, Catolica 
eight, Velez seven and Chile’s 
Union Espafola four. Velez mid- 
fielder Augusto Fernandez was sent 
off in the 65th minute for a second 
booking after making a dangerous 
challenge and the match delayed 
for ten minutes to the intrusion of 
a dog on the pitch. Scenes that only 
occur in South American football. 


Viv os 
ESpaliay 


Kaka returned to the Real 
Madrid starting eleven this 
weekend in an away fixture to 
the Basque team of Athletic 
Bilbao. 

The 28 year old Brazilian who 
signed for a 2009 world record 
transfer fee of 56 million pounds 
from AC Milan to Real Madrid, 
has been plagued with injury 
during his time at the club, and 
has only averaged ten appear- 
ances each year since his transfer. 
However the Brazilian star has 
returned to Los Blancos, “The 
Whites”, ahead of what is shap- 
ing up to be four consecutive El 
Clasico encounters in as many 
weeks, and he may yet prove his 
56 million pound evaluation. 
Kaka netted two goals from the 


Barca 


spot against Bilbao, and directed 
most of Real attacking play from 
the centre of midfield, in essence 
Real Madrid’s answer to Barce- 
lona’s Lionel Messi. 

On this occasion Athletic Bilbao 
provided little resistance to the 
the visiting Madridistas, but in the 
past they have provided a fierce 
rivallry. La Liga champions on 8 
ocassions, Bilbao proudly repre- 
sent the Basque region of Spain 
and France. Both praise and crit- 
icism is directed to Athletic Bil- 
bao for its policy of only signing 
players of Basque origins. Re- 
markably Bilbao are only one of 
three clubs never relegated from 
La Liga and continue to defy 
critics and mainstream Spanish 
ideals against the odds. During 
the reign of Facist Spanish dic- 
tator Franco, 1939-1975, Span- 
ish Football Clubs were made 
to have only Spanish language 
names, since Franco’s death, Bil- 


Come From Be 


bao changed the spelling of their 
nickname from Spanish Atletico 
to English Athletic, whilst in con- 
trast Atletico Madrid retained the 
Spanish title, and ironically were 
known to have been admired by 
Franco, even more so than Real 
Madrid. Bilbao are also affec- 
tionately referred to as The Lions 
“Los Leones”, as their ground is 
located next to the San Mames 
Church. Mames was canonised 
as a Saint for being fed to the Li- 
ons by the Romans, only for the 
Lions to refuse to eat Mames. A 
most inspiring story for Basque 
defiance, Bilbao’s stadium is 
named after San Mames. 

Back to the match, Real Ma- 
drid opened the scoring in the 
14th minute from the penalty 
spot after Bilbao’s goalkeeper 
Gorka Iraizoz brought down Ma- 
drid’s Angel Di Maria. Is was not 
Iraizoz’s afternoon, twice in the 
first half he was found stranded 


outside of his own penalty area, 
only for Angel De Maria and 
Gonzalo Higuain to both put their 
long range shots on the open Bil- 
bao goal wide of the mark. Angel 
Di Maria was also taken down in 
the second half in the Bilbao pen- 
alty area, perhaps with a bit of 
play acting, with Kaka convert- 
ing his second spotkick. 

Not long after, substitute Ronal- 
do scored a third goal for the visi- 
tors and the tie was effectively all 
over. 

In the Catalan capital of Bar- 
celona, Barca were given shock 
when visitors Almeria, bottom of 
La Liga took the lead in the 50th 
minute, only for Barca to respond 
with 3 goals, including a brace 
from Lionel Messi. 


Athletic Bilbao 0 Real Madrid 
3; 

San Mames, Bilbao, April 10, 
2011. 


Ind, Real Win 


Goals: Real Madrid: Kaka (pen 
14’), Kaka (pen 54’), Cristiano 
Ronaldo (70°) 


Upcoming El Clasico dates 
(Real Madrid v Barcelona); 


La Liga 
Santiago Bernabéu, 
April 16, 2011 


Madrid, 


Copa Del Rey Final 
Estadio Mestalla, Valencia, April 
22, 2011 


Possible UEFA Champions 
League Semi-Final 
1st Leg April 26-27, 2011 


Possible UEFA Champions 
League Semi-Final 
2nd Leg May 03-04, 2011 


Real Madrid playmaker Kaka 

is hopeful he can start to enjoy 
his football again after scoring a 
brace in Saturday's 3-0 win over 
Athletic Bilbao 
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The World Game) On A Local Level 


Despite another goal from red- 
hot striker Alex Smith, Sydney 
Olympic tasted their first de- 
feat of the season at the hands 
of the Sutherland Sharks on 
Saturday evening. Goals from 
Sam Awad and Matthew Bai- 
ley gave the 2009 champions a 
share of the competition lead 
after three rounds. 

Elsewhere on Saturday, Bon- 
nyrigg’s frustrating start to the 
season continued as they were 
held to another draw, this time by 
Bankstown City, in a scoreless 
match at Jensen Park. Another 
team registering their third suc- 
cessive draw was Manly United, 
whose striker Justin Hayward 
scored two late goals to wipe out 
the 2-0 lead provided by Marco- 
ni’s Matthew Mayora at Bossley 
Park. 

In Sunday’s fixtures, Sydney 
United posted a thumping 6-1 
victory over Rockdale, including 
a hat-trick from Elsid Barkhou- 
sir, to join Sutherland at the top. 
Defending champions Blacktown 
picked up their first point of the 
campaign, drawing 1-1 away to 
Parramatta FC, and Saso Petrovs- 
ki was the star of the show as the 
South Coast Wolves upset APIA- 
Leichhardt 3-2 at Lambert Park. 
Details of that game follow. 


APIA-Leichhardt Tigers 2-3 
South Coast Wolves 

The men from the Illawarra 
struggled to get off the bottom 
of the table last season, but after 
three rounds of the NSW Premier 
League the South Coast Wolves 


SUTHERLAND TOPPLE OLYMPIC 


are only a point off the leaders, 
thanks to a deserved 3-2 win over 
APIA-Leichhardt in pelting rain 
at Lambert Park. 

The conditions were heavy from 
the outset, and neither side could 
make much impact in a ster- 
ile opening ten minutes. South 
Coast right-back Alex Mansueto 
had the first chance of the game, 
forcing a good save from Jose 
Bello Amigo after eleven min- 
utes, while Nick Rizzo’s low 
cross was touched just wide of 
goal by David D’Apuzzo at the 
other end. 

On 14 minutes, the Wolves’ re- 
turning hero Saso Petrovski made 
his presence felt with a dipping 
free kick which was pushed aside 
with some difficulty by Bello 
Amigo. Eight minutes later, how- 
ever, there was no denying the 
former Newcastle Jet. 

Following the break-up of an 
APIA attack, midfielder Law- 
rence Drake, playing against his 
old club, set Petrovski through 
on goal in the inside-right chan- 
nel. As the APIA defence vainly 
appealed for offside, “Sash” re- 
minded the spectators of his class 
with a cool right-footed finish. 
APIA had much of the play from 
that point on, but could not fash- 
ion any chances of note. On 40 
minutes, South Coast unexpect- 
edly made it two; a superb cross- 
field ball from Mark Picciolini 
reached Chris Nathaniel on the 
right, and the midfielder did well 
to round his man before beating 
Bello Amigo comprehensively 
with his left foot. 

The hosts began the second half 
much as they had ended the first, 
with a great deal of the posses- 
sion but no real penetration. 


Through the wind and the rain: Parramatta FC (stripes) and Blacktown City battled out a 1-1 draw as the 
heavens opened in the FNSW Premier League yesterday. Photo: CARLOS FURTADO/Courtesy FNSW 


South Coast, for their part, were 
happy to soak up possession and 
wait for an opportunity on the 
counter. 

APIA revived somewhat when 
burly New Zealand striker Sam 
Messam came on for the tired- 
looking Younis; Messam almost 
scored immediately upon his 
arrival, when a smart pass from 
D’Apuzzo set him free on goal 
on the left. Taking too much time 
over the shot, he made things 
easy for South Coast keeper 
Brody Crane. 

On 73 minutes, soon after a half- 
chance for APIA’s lively Chris 
James, Picciolini might have 
wrapped things up for the Wolves 


with a well-placed header across 
goal, but Cole Tinkler headed off 
the line. 

APIA were handed a lifeline on 
83 minutes, when Messam went 
down rather easily under a chal- 
lenge from South Coast fullback 
Nick Littler. James assumed the 
spot-kick duties, and fired his 
shot confidently into the top left- 
hand corner. 

It was to be only a brief reprieve, 
as South Coast restored their 
two-goal lead within a minute. A 
gem of a pass from Petrovski re- 
leased substitute John Martinoski 
on the right, and the little winger 
checked inside before firing a 
left-footed shot at goal. It was de- 


flected to Cameron Littler in the 
centre, who had time to measure 
his shot and beat Bello Amigo at 
(and with some help from) his 
near post. 

APIA were not finished yet, and 
James should have done better 
after surging through the weary 
South Coast defence in the final 
minute; he shot over the top. 
Yet the nimble midfielder, easily 
APIA’s best player on the day, 
helped to make the score respect- 
able when his well-flighted cross 
from the left was glanced in by 
the head of substitute Anthony 
Hartshorn. 


NSWiResults) 


ROUND 3: FIRST GRADE: 

Bankstown City FC 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0, 
Sutherland Sharks 2 (Sam Awad 11m Matthew 
Bailey 57m) Sydney Olympic 1 (Alexander Smith 
86m), Marconi Stallions 2 (Matthew Mayora 
57/68m) Manly United FC 2 (Justin Hayward 
77/82m), APIA Leichhardt Tigers 2 (Christopher 
James 89m Anthony Hartshorn 90m) South 
Coast Wolves 3 (Saso Petrovski 23m Christoper 
Nathaniel 41m Cameron Littler 83m), Parramatta 
FC 1 (Chris Camilleri 79m) Blacktown City FC 1 
(Mitchell Duke 71m), Sydney United 4 (Benjamin 
Vidiac 14m Elsid Barkhousir 32/33/88m Steven 
Hayes 55m Luka Glavas 90m) Rockdale City 
Suns 1 (Sash Tirovski 38m). 


GRADE 20: 

Bankstown City FC 2 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0, 
Sutherland Sharks 1 Sydney Olympic 2, Marconi 
Stallions 4 Manly United FC 1, APIA Leichhardt 
Tigers 3 South Coast Wolves 0, Parramatta FC 1 
Blacktown City FC 0, Sydney United 2 Rockdale 
City Suns 1. 


Next\Week 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles vs Sydney United 
Bonnyrigg Sports Club 7:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 


Rockdale City Suns vs Marconi Stallions 
llinden Sports Centre 7:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 


Sutherland Sharks vs Parramatta FC 
Seymour Shaw Park 7:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 


Manly United FC vs Sydney Olympic 
Cromer Park 3:00 PM Sun 17/Apr 


South Coast Wolves vs Bankstown City 
John Crehan Park 3:00 PM Sun 17/Apr 


Blacktown City vs APIA Leichhardt Tigers 
Lily Homes 3:00 PM Sun 17/Apr 


QLD 
rod Ellis 


With a record of four wins from 
four matches in 2011 the Sun- 
shine Coast Fire juggernaut 
rolled into Borzi Park on Sat- 
urday evening and was fully 
expected to take all three points 
against what has been a lacklus- 
tre FNQ Bulls side this season. 

A free-scoring team in 2010, the 
Bulls have so far disappointed in 
front of goal in 2011 and faced 
with a defence headlined by the 
likes of Greig Henslee, Ryan 
Smith and Antony Hall it appeared 
unlikely that the home side would 
be able to find the cutting edge 
in front of goal to secure a result 
against the champions. 

That fear proved unfounded how- 
ever as a goal second half goal 
from David Ruiz and a terrific de- 
fensive effort enabled the Bulls to 
grind out a 1-1 draw. 

The result is not only a boost for a 
Bulls side still searching for their 
first win of the season, but also 
the entire league after having seen 
Sunshine Coast comfortably de- 
feat three of their main rivals for 
the QSL title in the opening four 
rounds. 

Despite likely viewing the result 
as two points dropped the draw 
keeps alive Fire’s Kiwi import Ja- 
son Hicks’ claims during the week 
of his new side being ‘easily’ able 


to go through 2011 unbeaten. 

The team most likely to put that 
statement to the test was also in 
action on Saturday night, Bris- 
bane Strikers defeating Bundaberg 
Spirit 4-1. 

The result would have come as 
no surprise to supporters of either 
side with Bundaberg having failed 
to take a point off Brisbane in the 
entirety of QSL history. 

The home side’s star striker Com- 
mins Menapi got his name onto 
the scoresheet once again, netting 
a goal in the 59th minute but it 
was Brisbane’s young striker Matt 
‘Turtle’ Thurtell who was the star 
of the show. 

Thurtell was in fine form, his first 
goal arriving in only the fifth min- 
ute a finish from inside the box 
leaving Bundaberg keeper Dale 
Hill with little hope. 

The Turtle would score three 
more after that but the second of 
those didn’t arrive until the second 
half as Bundaberg put together an 
impressive spell of play that saw 
them unlucky not to score on a 
couple of occasions. 

Thurtell’s struck his second goal 
just after the half but it was his 
third goal that was the most cru- 
cial for his side, another finish in 
the box that killed off the spark of 
hope in the home side ignited by 
Menapi’s goal. 

A good evening for Thurtell was 
rounded out late on in the match, 
his fourth goal of the game leaving 
the scoreline looking more lopsid- 
ed than it perhaps deserved. 


ulls Halt Run of Fire 


FNQ Bulls celebrate after scoring the first goal of the evening in the match against Sunshine Coast Fire. 
Photo: JIM HATCHMAN 


After suffering a 7-0 thrashing at 
the hands of Brisbane last week- 
end Capricorn Cougars returned to 
Jardine Park and attempted to re- 
group in their match against QAS. 
Cougars’ coach Washington Gon- 
zales would have been pleased 
with the effort shown in the first 
half despite his side trailing 2-0 
by the time the 39th minute had 
passed. 

Chris Swain pegged one back for 
the Cougars shortly before half- 


time to give the home side some 
hope for the second stanza but it 
wasn’t enough as QAS held on for 
a 2-1 win. 

Whitsunday Miners travelled to 
Ayr to take on NQ McDonald’s 
Razorbacks in what was the Mac- 
kay side’s third successive away 
match of the season. 

Consistent poor weather has 
played havoc with the Miners 
season this year and they’ve done 
well to take points from all their 


matches played to this point. 

That determination in spite of ad- 
versity was on show once again 
against the Razorbacks but on 
this occasion it wasn’t enough 
for Graham Harvey’s side. A first 
half goal from Brett Hay and late 
second half efforts from Robin 
Edwards and Jake Navarro sealed 
a comfortable 3-0 win for home 
side, the result keeping the North 
Queenslanders within touching 
distance of the top of the league. 


PWODL F AGDPts 
1 Sydney United 32019367 
2 Sutherland Sharks3 2016427 
3 Sydney Olympic 3 2105 2 36 
4SouthCoastW 321056 -16 
5 Marconi Stallions 3 1115 41 4 
6 Bankstown City 31112 3-14 
7 Manly United FC 300366 0 3 
8BonnyriggWE 3003330 3 
9ParramattaFC 30124 5 -1 2 
10 APIALeichhardt 30 124 5 -1 2 
11 Blacktown Ciy 302124 -21 
12 Rockdale Ciy 302128 61 
Queensland Results 


Bundaberg Spirit 1 (Menapi 89) v 
Brisbane Strikers 4 (Thurtell 5, 46, 
74, 83) 


Capricorn Cougars 1 (Swain 42) v 
Qld Academy Sport 2 (Ronto 33, 
Quinn 39) 


NQ Razorbacks 3 (Hay 12, Edwards 
80, Navarro 88) v Whitsunday Min- 
ers 0 


FNQ Bulls 4 (Ruiz 61) v Sunshine 
Coast FC 4 (Molea 72) 


Southern Cross Utd 1 (McCormack 
9) v Gold Coast Stars 3 (Marsh 34, 
85, Prugh 67) 


Brisbane Strikers v NQ Razorbacks 
Sat 16-Apr 7:00pm 


Whitsunday Miners v Southern Cross 
Sat 16-Apr 7:00pm 


FNQ Bulls v Capricorn Cougars 
Sat 16-Apr 8:00pm 


Sunshine Coast FC v Gold Coast Stars 
Sun 17-Apr 2:00pm 


QAS v Bundaberg Spirit 
Sun 17-Apr 4:00pm 


Monday 11th April 2011 


PWODL F AGD Pts 

1SunshineCoast 5 410 11 2 9 13 
2 Brisbane Strikers 4 3 0 1 14 3 11 9 
3NQMcDonal’s 5 3 0 2 10 5 5 9 
4GoldCoastStas 3 2107 43 7 
5 Qls Academy 4°41 2) 1 16 eee 
6 Southern CrossUtd4 103 5 9 4 3 
7 FNQ Bulls 3 0 2: 1 “4GRzaee 
8 Whitsunday Miners 3 0 2 1 2 5 -3 2 
9 Capricorn Cougars 4 0 1 3 4 14 -10 1 
10 Bundaberg Spirit 3 0 1 2 3 11 -8 1 
11 


The World| Game On A\Local Level 
South Hobart back on top 


THE Forestry Tasmania South- 
ern Premier League table is 
starting to have a familiar look 
about it. 

South Hobart, the reigning cham- 
pions, moved to the top of the table 
after a goal three minutes into stop- 
page time gave them a 3-2 away 
win over fifth-placed Kingborough 
Lions United at Lightwood Park on 
Saturday afternoon. 

Previous pace-setters Clarence 
United dropped to second spot 
after being held to a 2-2 draw at 
home at Wentworth Park on Sat- 
urday night by bottom-side Gle- 
norchy Knights. 

That result puts the pressure firmly 
on Olympia Warriors, who face 
Beachside on Sunday. Olympia 
and Glenorchy Knights now share 
last place. Both sides have just 3 
points and they have identical goal- 
differences and goals ‘for’ and 
‘against’ statistics. 

Andy Brennan put South Hobart 
ahead against Lions after 11 min- 
utes, but Lions captain Marcello 
Marchioli equalised from a penal- 
ty, awarded for Loic Feral’s foul on 
David Cooper, in the 13th minute. 

Former South Hobart player Coo- 
per put the Lions in front in the 
22nd minute. His first shot was 


miscued, but when the ball came 
back to him, he rammed it home 
off the inside of the far post. 

Brayden Mann made it 2-2 at the 
break when a defender flicked on 
Daniel Brown’s long throw-in 
from the right, but straight to the 
feet of the South Hobart striker, 
who placed his shot inside the far 
post. 

The visitors dominated the second 
half and should have scored at least 
a couple of goals, but defender Will 
Abbott was tireless at the heart 
of the Kingborough defence and 
saved two certain goals with clear- 
ances off the line, while another 
shot came back off the post. 

The pressure finally told in the 
93rd minute when Brennan’s initial 
shot was blocked and the ball came 
back to him. He slipped it square 
to substitute Luke Huigsloot, who 
curled home a great shot from 20 
metres to give South Hobart the 
three points against a heart-broken 
Lions outfit who had fought tooth 
and claw to try and hang on for a 
point. 

New Town Eagles clung to third 
spot with a 3-3 draw against the 
visiting fourth-placed Tilford Ze- 
bras, who came close to spoiling 
the Eagles’ 50th anniversary cele- 
brations. It was only a last-minute 
goal by substitute Alex Leszczyn- 
ski that earned Eagles a point. 
Zebras dominated the opening half 
and went close to scoring through 
Dwayne Walsh, Jayden Welch and 
Liam Scott, but it was Adam McK- 
eown who put the home side into 
the lead midway through the half. 
Juma Barabara lobbed the ball into 


: Tilford Zebras’ Dwayne Walsh (left) about to be tackled by 
New Town Eagles’ Adam Bates. Photo: WALTER PLESS 


the middle from the left and McK- 
eown appeared to control the ball 
with his outstretched arm before 
beating goalkeeper Troy Kaden. 
Zebras drew level in the 52nd min- 
ute through a penalty, awarded for a 
blatant push in the back by Michael 
Anderson on Brett Andrews after 
Henry Fagg had floated a free-kick 
from the right into the box. Walsh 
made no mistake from the spot. 
Welch gave Zebras a 2-1 lead from 
Matt Hall’s cut-back from the left 
in the 61st minute, whereupon Ea- 
gles coach George Krambousanos 
brought on three substitutes, replac- 
ing Anderson, Ben Whitehall and 
Alex Gordon with Jacob Clamp, 
David Cox and Leszczynski. 


Leszczynski levelled the match 
at 2-2 in the 70th minute with a 
penalty after Hall had fouled Ba- 
rabara. 

Jonathon Ladic restored the Ze- 
bras’ lead in the 84th minute with a 
superb 25-metre free-kick, award- 
ed for a handball by Clamp. 

In the 90th minute, it was 3-3 as 
Simon Strang slipped the ball for- 
ward to Leszezynski, who scored 
with a delightful chip over Kaden 
and into the far right-hand corner 
of the net. 

Corey Smith gave Glenorchy 
Knights an early lead against Clar- 
ence United, but Chris Nicholson 
equalised. 

Smith was sent off after collect- 


ing a second yellow card, but An- 
drew Robb put the Knights in front 
again and it took a late goal from 
Jae Ho Lee to salvage a point for 
Clarence. 

Ulverstone stayed top in the For- 
estry Tasmania Northern Premier 
League with a creditable 3-1 away 
win over Burnie United. 

Launceston United were on the 
wrong end of a narrow defeat in 
a goal feast last weekend, and the 
story was the same this Saturday 
when they went down 4-3 at home 
against Launceston City. 

Northern Rangers finally found 
a semblance of championship 
form and downed the highly rated 
Prospect Knights 3-0 at the NTCA 
Ground, while Somerset came 
back to earth when they lost 4-2 
at home at Cardigan Street against 
Riverside Olympic. 

In League One, Hobart United 
presented their championship cre- 
dentials with an impressive 4-3 
away win over leaders Taroona at 
Kelvedon Park. 

University continued their fine run 
by squeezing home 2-1 against the 
visiting Nelson Eastern Suburbs 
at Olinda Grove, while DOSA 
won the bottom-of-the-table clash, 
downing Southern FC 5-1 away at 
the Showgrounds. 


Southern|Division 


PWODL FA Pts 
Clarence United 5 4 0 1 12 12 12 


South HobarttFC 5 3 2 0 15 4 11 
New TownEagles 5 3 1 1 9 6 10 
Tilford Zebras 6 2 2 1 14 6a 
Kingborough Lionss 2 0 3 9 14 6 
BeachsideFC 5 113 4 7 4 
Olympia FC 5104 8 4a 
Glenorchy Knights) 0 2 3 6 12 2 


Forestry, Tasmania Results 


Southern Premier League 

New Town Eagles 3 Tilford Zebras 3 
Kingborough Lions 2 South Hobart 3 
Clarence United 2 Glenorchy Knights 2 
Beachside FC 3 Olympia FC 3 


Northern Premier League 
Launceston United 3 Launceston City 4 
Burnie United 1 Ulverstone 3 

Northern Rangers 3 Prospect Knights 0 
Somerset 2 Riverside Olympic 4 


Friday 15th April 2011 
Olympia FC v South Hobart FC 
Warriors Park 08:00 PM 


Saturday 16th April 2011 

Kingborough Lions v Glenorchy Knights 
Lightwood Park 02:30 PM 

Beachside FC v Tilford Zebras 

Sandown Park 1 06:30 PM 


Sunday 17th April 2011 
New Town Eagles v Clarence United 
Clare Street 02:30 PM 


Saturday 16th April 2011 
Ulverstone v Northern Rangers 
Valley Road 02:30 PM 

Devonport City v Prospect Knights 
Valley Road 06:30 PM 

Riverside Olympic v Burnie United 
Windsor Park 02:30 PM 

Somerset v Launceston United 
Cardigan Street 02:30 PM 
Launceston City Bye 


Northern|Division 


PWOL F A Pts 


Ulverstone ere i) &) 4) & 
Prospect Knights2 2 0 0 4 0 6 
DevonportCity 3 20 18 7 6 
Northern Rangers3 1 1 1 4 3 4 
Riverside Olympics 1 1 1 6 7 4 
Somerset 3 1 0 2 ‘Some 
Burnie United 210 1 3 om 
Launceston City 3 0 2 1 2 3 2 
Launceston United3 0 0 3 6 16 0 


Round 3 of the FFSA Devine Su- 
per League saw MetroStars strik- 
er Michael Matricciani narrowly 
miss out on a hat-trick after scor- 
ing a second half brace in his sides 
2:0 defeat of Adelaide Blue Eagles 
at the Marden Sports Complex. 

It was a tightly played first half 
where both sides created scoring 
opportunities with both keepers and 
backlines protecting their goals well. 
Young Ian Kamau featured exten- 
sively in the Eagles advances down 
the left field, but was contained by 
defenders Daniel Menechella and 
Captain Lee Robertson. MetroStars 
had several half chances with Adam 
Van Dommelle, Stephen Grelli, 
Francesco Monterosso and Matric- 
ciani trying to get the first score on 
the board. 

By the 25th minute mark Eagles 
midfielder Nicholas Bucco was test- 
ing the tempers of the MetroStars 
defenders and the boundaries of 
referee Paul Centrangelo, his antics 
having Menechella finally giving in 
with a heavy handed tackle on Bucco 
that earned him a yellow. Chris An- 
nicchiarico came tantalisingly close 
a few minutes later, nodding away a 
corer kick that just skimmed over 
the cross bar. 

Bucco again was involved in more 
niggling and frustrations, referee 
Centrangelo allowing play to go on. 
Matricciani started to warm up his 
kicking foot late in the first half only 
his aim on target letting him down. 
As the first 45 minutes drew to a 
close it was MetroStars just having 
the upper hand over the Eagles with 
more effective use and possession of 
the ball, although the Eagles defence 
led by Dean Kenrick, Chris Atsikba- 
sis, Annicchiarico and Adam Vizzari 


Metrostars Matricciani Swoops 


At 


MetroStars defender Adam Van | 


Domelle gives a few words of advice for Eagles #8 Nicholas Bucco 


“Yep 


under the watchful eye of while referee Paul Centrangelo. MetroStars Michael Matricciani is closely 
guarded by Christopher Annicchiarico. Photo: PETE HARRISON 


were holding strong. 

Both sides came out playing a tight 
game in the early stages of the sec- 
ond half, Kamau trying to break 
the stale mate within the first few 
minutes, only to find himself totally 
surrounded by the big men of Met- 
ros backline. MetroStars youngster 
Anthony Taormina had his chance at 
glory in the 54th minute as he made 
his charge into the box but Vizzari 
took care of him quickly. 

Grelli and young Jackson Groves 
were targeted for some special Ea- 
gles attention as they looked dan- 
gerous through the midfield only to 
have Matricciani and Monterosso 
take over in the attack. Season 2011 
Eagles signing Tony Hatzis found 
himself in the ref’s little black book 


in the 55th minute after bringing 
Grelli down, the free kick bearing 
fruit for the Stars. As the kick came 
in Taormina rose above the pack to 
head the ball in towards a congested 
goalmouth, Matricciani waiting to 
tap it in with his right foot beating a 
lunging Damian Dimella. 

Eagles now changed their target to 
Taormina, as his runs and supply up 
front were becoming more frequent. 
Blue Eagles tried to equalize in the 
65th minute through some scrappy 
play in front of goal, eventually 
breaking through the Metros defence 
but keeper Dan Godley making no 
mistake plucking the incoming shot 
out of the air strongly. 

Three minutes later in the 68th 
MetroStars struck again from a set 


piece, this time a corner kick. The 
MetroStars setup drew the Eagles 
defenders into then out of the box, 
allowing the kick to be headered in- 
wards, defenders all scrambling to 
get on top. 

The ball then became almost pin- 
ball like as it was deflected, kicked, 
then deflected by Kenrick and just 
touched off the strikers left sliding 
foot. The goal sent the Eagles keep- 
er into raptures of extreme anima- 
tion, his euphemisms and comments 
of frustration loud and clear for all 
to hear. 

Eagles coach Vojo Gluscevic made 
an immediate double change taking 
Bucco and Vizzari off for the experi- 
enced. defender Gianluca Lagati and 
young ex SASI talent Paul Radice. 


Metrostars coach David Terminello 
made his first change in the7 1st min- 
ute taking Jackson Groves off who 
had been kept relatively quiet, for 
the experience of midfielder Louis 
Brain to inject some more potence 
into his side. MetroStars continued 
to push forward, keeping the Eagles 
on the back foot, despite defender 
Annicchiarico making some great 
defensive moves to deny any more 
chances for is opponents to score. 

With ten minutes to go, Eagles 
striker Chad Bugeja had a chance 
to peg one back, his shot cleared 
off the line. Matricciani was lurking 
dangerously in front of goals wait- 
ing for the elusive 3rd goal for the 
hat trick, that wasn’t coming easily. 

Twice more DeLucia denied the 
striker his moment with a great re- 
flex save in the dying moments of 
the game to keep the result at 2:0. 
So with the final whistle it was the 
MetroStars that were to take all 
three points in this encounter mak- 
ing amends from their two and only 
defeats last season at the hands of 
the Eagles. 

Around the grounds in other 
matches the Croydon Kings made it 
another win for the season and top 
of the table for the moment as they 
defeated Para Hills Knights 2:1 at 
home at Polonia Reserve. Goal scor- 
ers for Kings were Okello and Ko- 
snik, while Russell Clayton scored 
for the Knights. At Steve Woodcock 
Sports Centre Campbelltown City 
Red Devils and Adelaide Galaxy 
drew 1:1, Devils Coach Jason Trim- 
boli scoring for his side and White 
scoring for the Galaxy. 

In the night match at Carnegie Re- 
serve the Western Strikers fought 
out a strong 2:0 win over Kossie’s 
Raiders, giving them their first win 
for the season. 

Adelaide City are to host Modbury 
Jets at Adelaide City Park on Mon- 
day night to round off the weeks 
matches. 


On Eagles 


FFSA Results 


Adelaide Blue Eagles 0 (0) 

v 

MetroStars 2 (0) Matricciani 

Best Players: 

Adelaide Blue Eagles — Atsikbasis, Kamau & 
De Lucia 

MetroStars - Dommele, Robertson & Grelli 


Croydon 2 (1) Koszik, Okello 

v 

Para Hills 1 (0) Clayton 

Best Players: 

Croydon — Tekle, Gazettas & May 
Para Hills - Moore, Goulding & Elsey 


Campbelltown 1 (0) Trimboli 

v 

Adelaide Galaxy 1 (0) White 

Best Players: 

Campbelltown — D’Aloisio, Signoriello & Paleka 
Adelaide Galaxy — Varma, Dittmar & De Giovan- 
niello 


Western Strikers 2 
Raiders 0 


mn 
Ss 
> 
cI 
o 


a 


Croydon 
MetroStars 
AdelaideCity 
Para Hills 
Campbelltown 
Galaxy 
Strikers 

Blue Eagles 
Raiders 
Modbury 


NVWHWwwnwwonww ds 
err =< 3. 2 NS) NOTE hone 
coocOoOszs00==9 
NwnNnya = 32000 
SNWOROA RAR 
AMMAR WRwWA=NO 
DOWNWARD O ~~) 


Next Week: 


Modbury vs Campbelltown 
Jet Park 7:45 PM Fri 15/Apr 


Metro Stars vs Adelaide City 
TK Shutter Reserve 3:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 


Para Hills vs Adelaide Blue Eagles 
The Paddocks 3:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 


Raiders vs Croydon 
Croatian Sports Centre 7:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 


Adelaide Galaxy vs Western Strikers 
Makris Park 7:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 


The World Game) On A Local) level 
Balcatta Opens Gap 


Jacob Kagi 


Balcatta has continued its im- 
pressive start to the WA Pre- 
mier League season with a 4-1 
thrashing of Inglewood United. 

The northern suburbs side came 
back from a goal down, thanks 
largely to a pair of braces from 
strikers Mo Atak and Ashley Ros- 
indale, to remain four points clear 
at the top of the table with 18 
points from seven games. 

Paul Dugdale gave United a sur- 
prise lead after 17 minutes and at 
that point it appeared Inglewood 
could cause a major upset, but 
Atak levelled the scores after 32 
minutes and Rosindale gave the 
hosts a half-time lead with a 39th 
minute strike. 

Balcatta were on top throughout 
the second half and put the result 
beyond doubt when Atak netted 
his second goal in the 75th minute, 
before Rosindale got his side’s 
fourth goal four minutes later. 

Inglewood’s second straight loss 
left it sitting just two points above 
the two-team relegation zone with 
six points from five games. 

But Western Knights maintained 
the pressure on Balcatta with a 4-1 


thumping of relegation strugglers 
Cockburn City. 

The Knights scored three goals 
in the final 30 minutes of the game 
to claim a much-needed victory, 
which sees them sit four points 
behind Balcatta in second place, 
despite having played one game 
less than the league leaders. 

Veteran striker Stuart Montgom- 
ery gave the hosts the lead just 
two minutes in but Johnny Mirco 
responded for City to level the 
scores six minutes later. 

Cockburn resisted the Knights’ 
pressure until the 63rd minute, 
when Montgomery secured a 
brace when he slotted a penalty. 
Glen Thomas then scored in the 
70th minute to wrap up the three 
points before Paul Cooke added 
another in the final minutes. 
Cockburn took four points from 
their opening two games but 
haven’t picked up any since, 
which sees it sit in 11th spot, two 
points behind Inglewood. 

Todd Harnwell’s 86th minute 
goal snatched a 1-0 victory for 
Sorrento over Stirling Lions. 

The Lions hadn’t lost since round 
three but were unable to take ad- 
vantage of their chances and were 
made to pay when the brother of 
former Perth Glory defender Ja- 
mie Harnwell netted the winner. 
Sorrento’s victory gave it a three- 
point gap from the relegation zone 
with seven points from its five 
games, while Stirling is already 
10 points behind league leaders 


Balcatta, but remained in the top 
five despite the loss. 

Perth SC continued its impres- 
sive form with a 1-0 victory over 
ECU Joondalup. 

Perth have gone four matches 
without a loss after Jason Dos 
Santos gave it the lead just after 
half-time and the hosts held on 
in front of the Dorrien Gardens 
faithful. 

ECU made a lively start to the 
game and had several first-half 
chances, but were made to pay for 
their inability to convert those by 
Dos Santos’ strike. 

Joondalup had been among the 
early leaders two weeks ago but 
two straight losses have halted 
that charge, as it sits fourth with 
10 points from seven games. 

Mandurah City and Bayswater 
City played out a scrappy 1-1 
draw. 

Andy Brown gave Mandurah the 
lead after 10 minutes but veteran 
Cisco Jorqueira gave Bayswater a 
point with his 68th minute goal. 
Floreat Athena ended a run of 
poor form with a 2-0 victory over 
NTC, but it did nothing to ease 
the glamour club’s relegation 
fears as the match doesn’t count 
for points. 

Calum O’Connel gave Athena 
the lead after 25 minutes, before 
Phil Arnold wrapped up the vic- 
tory with a goal just before full- 
time. 

Athena have just two points from 
their first five games 


ECU Joondalup striker John Thornley and Perth SC defender Adam Bachiller in 
action at The BGC Stadium on Saturday. Photo: PETER SIMCOX 


Swan United has claimed the 2011 State League Division One Night 
Series after a deserved 3-1 win over Wanneroo City. John Monterosso 
and Craig Tooley put John O’Reilly’s team in a dominant position, before 
an own goal in the final seven minutes of play made the score line 3-0. 
A consolation goal from the penalty spot to Roos captain Brian Cairney 
wasn't enough to mount a late challenge. Photo: PETER SIMCOX 


AlliFlags)WA\ Results) 


First Team 

Floreat Athena 2 NTC 0; Perth SC 1 (Dos 
Santos 46) ECU Joondalup 0; Balcatta 4 
(Atak 32, 75, Rosindale 39, 79) Inglewood 
Utd 1 (Dugdale 18); Mandurah City 1 (Brown 
11) Bayswater City 1 (Jorquera 68); Sorrento 
1 (T Harnwell 86) Stirling Lions 0; Western 
Knights 4 (Montgomery 2, pen 64, Thomas 
70, Cooke 88) Cockburn City 1 (Mirco 8). 


Reserves 

Floreat Athena 3 NTC 1; Perth SC 5 ECU 
Joondalup 2; Balcatta 2 Inglewood Utd 1; 
Mandurah City 2 Bayswater City 4; Sorrento 
3 Stirling Lions 2; Western Knights 6 Cock- 
burn City 4. 


Under 18’s 

Floreat Athena 2 NTC 2; Perth SC 1 ECU 
Joondalup 1; Balcatta 3 Inglewood Utd 2; 
Mandurah City 1 Bayswater City 4 ; Sorrento 
3 Stirling Lions 0; Western Knights 1 Cock- 
burn City 2. 


NEXTWEEK( 


Inglewood United v Stirling Lions 

6PR Stadium 3:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 
Armadale SC v NTC 

Alfred Skeet Reserve 3:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 
Cockburn City v Balcatta SC 
Dalmatinac Park 3:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 
ECU Joondalup v Mandurah City 
Joondalup Football Stdm 3:00 PM Sat 16/ 
Apr Bayswater City v Sorrento FC 
Frank Drago Reserve 3:00 PM Sat 16/Apr 
Floreat Athena FC v Perth SC 

E&D Litis Stadium 3:00 PM Sun 17/Apr 
BYE v Western Knights 


AlliFlags|WA\ Premier League) 


P W D L For Ag GD Pts 
1 Balcatta 7 6110) 2s int aati 
2Western Knights 6 4 2 0 11 3 8 14 
3 Perth SC yea GS 2 i 
4ECU Joondalup 7 3 1 3 10 13 -3 10 
5 Stirling Lions 7 2 2:3) 10 1252s 
6 Bayswater City T 2 2.3) 11) 14eoms 
7 Armadale 6 2 1 3 7 4Omezmaa 
8 Sorrento 5 2 1 2 (6ice2aaG 
9 Mandurah City 7 2 1-4 7 AOR omer 
10 Inglewood United 5 2 0 3 8 10 -2 6 
11 Cockburn City 5 1 1) 3 6 ideomes 
12FloreatAthena 5 0 2 3 6 10 -4 2 


Old Fo 


Belconnen United and Canberra 
FC will meet in the 2011 loop 
Federation Cup Final after win- 
ning their respective matches on 
the weekend to book their shot 
at the first silverware of the ACT 
football season. The Blue Dey- 
ils defeated Canberra Olympic 
2-0 to finish top of Pool A whilst 
Canberra FC were victorious 
in their Pool B_ top-of-the-table 
showdown with Cooma Tigers, 
walloping their opponents 10-2, 
at Deakin Stadium. 

Canberra FC, last season’s treble 
winners and current Cup holders, 
survived a first-half scare from 
Cooma Tigers and struck twice on 
the cusp of half-time to ensure that 
they would be back to defend their 
title. That double blow seemed to 
knock the stuffing out of the Tigers 
and the hosts ran away with the 
game in the second half with a quite 
breathtaking display of attacking 
prowess. 

Adam Spaleta and Victor Yanes 
were the tormentors in chief grab- 
bing four goals apiece to leave the 
Tigers shell-shocked. Josip Jadric 
and Ivan Pavlak were the other 
Canberra FC scorers on a sobering 
afternoon for Cooma. Indeed, had 
the home team taken even half of 
the chances they created in the first 
half it could have been even more 
humiliating for the Tigers. Serdan 
Bircan did score two for Cooma but 
it was scant consolation for a well 
beaten team. 

Belconnen United meanwhile 
headed into their final match of the 
pool stages knowing that a draw 


es To Meet For loop Federation Cup 


Pool A 


ACT loop Fed Cup match action as Elyja Shah (Cooma Tigers, black and gold) battles with Aidan Brunskill (Canberra FC, red) Photo: JAMES 
RUSSELL-JONES 


against Canberra Olympic would 
be enough to secure their place in 
the final with their opponents need- 
ing maximum points to overturn the 
Blue Devils goal difference advan- 
tage. 

With both sides being evenly 
matched for the majority of the 
contest it required a special goal to 
separate the two and it duly arrived 
from the boot of NIKE Chance win- 
ner Tom Rogic. The impressive 
midfielder created space for him- 
self thirty metres from the target 
before curling a breathtaking left- 
footed effort into the top corner of 
the Olympic goal. When Rogic re- 
peated the feat, advancing clear and 
rolling in a brilliant second from a 
tight angle approximately fifteen 


minutes from time, the game was 
up for Dean Ugrinic’s Olympic side 
and the Blue Devils could celebrate 
a 2-0 win and a place in the loop 
Federation Cup showpiece. 

In other matches in Pool A State 
League Division One White 
Eagles claimed their third Rock 
Premier League scalp of the pre- 
season competition by ensuring 
that Woden Valley went the same 
way as Belconnen United and Tug- 
geranong United, defeating their 
higher-ranked opponents 3-2 in an 
entertaining match. 

Andrew Sellas gave the White Ea- 
gles an early third minute lead and 
when Irish recruit Eoin Devaney 
added a brace of second half goals 
in the 47th and 76th minutes to send 


the Eagles 3-0 ahead the points 
looked secure. Woden though were 
galvanised into action by those set- 
backs and forced their way back 
into the match sixty seconds after 
Devaney’s second when Ben Pag- 
ett scored. A late strike to Lachlan 
Nichols reduced the gap further and 
ensured that the final six minutes 
would be a nervy time for the White 
Eagles, but they held on to record 
another famous victory. 

Canberra City completed their Pool 
A engagements with a 4-1 win over 
Tuggeranong United in a feisty en- 
counter. Nikola Taneski had City 
in front after 14 minutes with a 
trademark finish and further goals 
to Misko Naumoski and Simon Al- 
lan made the score 3-0 on the hour 


mark. Alex Weber responded within 
sixty seconds of Allan’s goal to give 
Tuggeranong, who wasted several 
presentable chances, hope but that 
was all but extinguished when Ross 
Edwards claimed City’s fourth goal 
twelve minutes from time. 
Elsewhere, goals from Jake Stein, 
Lukas Fuhrmann and David Bail- 
lie were enough for the Monaro 
Panthers to finish their campaign 
with a 3-1 win over Weston Creek. 
The Panthers rested several of their 
more senior players and their young 
replacements did the club proud 
with an excellent display. Jarrod 
Adams scored what proved to be 
the consolation goal for the State 
League One team. 


White Eagles 3 (Andrew Sellas 3’, Eoin 
Devaney 47’, 76’) Woden Valley 2 (Ben 
Pagett 77’, Lachlan Nichols 84’) 


Belconnen United 2 (Tom Rogic 63’, 67’) 
Canberra Olympic 0 


Canberra City 4 (Nikola Taneski 14’, 
Misko Naumoski 48’, Simon Allan 60’, 
Ross Edwards 78’) Tuggeranong United 
1 (Alex Weber 61’) 


Pool B 

Canberra FC 10 (Adam Spaleta 12, 

60’, 67’, 84’, Victor Yanes 45’, 50’, 69’, 
77’, Josip Jadric 45+1’, lvan Pavlak 85’) 
Cooma Tigers 2 (Serdan Bircan 21’, 53’) 


Monaro Panthers 3 (Jake Stein 35’, 
Lukas Fuhrmann 45’, David Baillie 52’) 
Weston Creek 1 (Jarrod Adams 40’) 


LEADING SCORERS 

11 Adam SPALETA (Canberra FC) 

9 Victor YANES (Canberra FC) 

8 Elyja SHAH (Cooma Tigers) 

6 Tom ROGIC (Belconnen United), Josip 
JADRIC (Canberra FC) 

5 Dustin WELLS (Belconnen United), 
Nikola TANESKI (Canberra City), Mi- 
chael SPALETA (Canberra FC), Stewart 
JONES (Monaro Panthers) 


Pool A 


P W D LForAgGD Pts 
1 Belconnen UnitedS 4 0 1208 +12 12 
2 Canberra Olympic 3 0 215 9 +6 9 


3 Canberra City 530211 9+3 9 
4WhiteEagles 53028 11-3 9 
5 Woden Valley 51041118-7 3 
6 Tuggeranong Utd5 1 0 4 616-10 3 
Pool B 


P W D LForAgGD Pts 
1 CanberraFC 5500 443 +41 15 
2Cooma Tigers 5401 24 14 +10 12 
3 Monaro Panthers*5 2 0 3 13 1306 
4 Weston Creek 52035 10 -5 6 
5 Queanbeyan City*4 10 3 3 14 -11 3 
6 Goulburn Strikers4 0 0 4 1 36 -35 0 


Soccer Sideshow/| A\Little Bit of This; That’& The|Other, Dept: 


Saxon Sports EPL 
Grand Final Night!! 


It’s finally arrived! The Saxon 
Sports English Premier League 
Grand Final Night! Who will 
win? 

Preliminary Final | was first on 
tonight’s agenda, Liverpool v Chel- 
sea. Liverpool were the underdogs 
not only for tonight’s game, but 
also for the whole season. They 
played extremely well throughout 
the season to make the finals, beat 
Manchester City in the Semi Finals 
to take on Chelsea tonight. But a 
determined Chelsea side stood in 
their way. Chelsea outplayed Liv- 
erpool throughout the whole game, 
defeating them 10-2. Chelsea is 
through to the Grand Final. 

Preliminary Final 2 was up next, 


Wolverhampton v_ Tottenham. 
Wolves struggled early on in the 
match and never really got back 
into it. A couple of rowdy Wolves 
supporters on the sidelines were 
trying to get stuck into Tottenham 
every step they took, this didn’t 
bother the Tottenham boys as they 
went on to win 7-1 and advance to 
the Grand Final. 

The playoff for 3rd and 4th was 
up next between Liverpool and 
Wolverhampton. After both teams 
getting convincingly beaten in the 
Preliminary Finals, they didn’t 
want to lose two games in one 
night. Neither team had scored up 
until half time and it looked like the 
game was going into overtime at 


aR, 


a 


ozs 
TA 


Couch Potato Dent: 


0-0 when Wolverhampton kicked 
the winning goal with 4 minutes to 
go. Final result 1-0. 

The Saxon Sports English Premier 
League Grand Final is finally upon 
us! Chelsea v Tottenham: two of 
the powerhouses of the Premier 
League this season. With the title 
and the prize money up for grabs, 
both teams were always going to 
give everything they had left in the 
tank to this final game. 30 minutes 
of high intensity soccer with the 
best of the best showing off their 
skills whenever they could. It was 
another low scoring game like the 
3rd/4th playoff with the scores at 
1-1 at half time. Chelsea kicked 
two quick goals midway through 
the second half and the scores were 
suddenly at 3-1. Tottenham scored 
one late but bring it back to 3-3 to 
force the game into overtime! Chel- 
sea has taken out the title. 

‘Every player played within the 
spirit of the game in what could 
only be described as the match of 
the season’, said Ash (match refer- 


ee). Congratulations to Chelsea on 
Winning the Saxon Sports English 
Premier League. A big thanks goes 
out to all team who participated. 


* ALL TIMES ARE AEST 
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PREMIER LEAGUE The Futbol SMFC TV 
Tue Apr 12 Liverpool v Manchester City 4.55 am Monday 11th April Monday 11th April Saturday 16th April Town Show Channel 31 
SBS ONE Sat Apr 16 West Bromv Chelsea 11.55 pm 10:30 pm World Football News 8:30am Serie A Lazio v Parma 4:25am Bundesliga Mainz v Every Tuesday Every Wed 
Monday April 11th Sat Apr 16 Birmingham v Sunderland 11.55 pm Viewers Choice Cas Portuguese Liga Teams pagel Ooi 7pm 7pm 
4:30pm FIFAFutbol Mundial Sat Apr 16 Blackpool v Wigan 11.55 pm Viewers Choice | Wednesday 13th April LAist. Oe 
11:30pm The World Game Sat Apr 16 Everton v Blackburn 11.55 pm Viewers Choice 04:00 am Bundesliga Matchday 29: eee tg ga onenengiad: ae badrori lined cay | Extra Time The Green 
Sat Apr 16 West Ham vAston Villa 11.55 pm_ Viewers Choice Hamburg V Borussia Dortmund 3:30pm eae ‘ icine vSt Tce Magazine Gully Football 
Mon Apr 18 Arsenal v Liverpool 12.55 am 06:00 am Serie A Matchday 32: Palermo y Cesena 41:55pm SPL Show Show 
Wednesday 13 April Inter Milan V Chievo 5:15pm Serie A Rangers v St Mirren Every Tuesday Every Saturday 
SBS ONE ASIAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE Sampdoriawibaces 7.30pm 10.30am 
4.30am (aest) LIVE - Quarter-final 2nd leg - Wed Apr 13 Sydney FC v Kashima Antlers 7.55 pm Thursday 44th April Sunday 17th April 
Manchester United v Chelsea 11:00 am Bundesliga Weekly Highlights Tuesday 12th April 2:00am FA Cup 
ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE Matchday 29 2:30am Eredivisie Man Utd v Man City 
6.45am (aest) DELAYED - Quarterfinal 2nd leg - | sat Apr 16 Norwich v Notts Forest 4.30 am 12:00 pm Liverpool TV PSV v Heerenveen 4:40am Serie A = 
Shakhtar Donetsk v Barcelona Mon Apr 18 QPR v Derby 4.30 am Liverpool V Manchester City 10:15am Bundesliga AC Milan v Sampdoria Rad ] 0 Stars: 


6:45am Eredivisie 
Heracles v PSV Delay 


Leverkusen v St Pauli 


03:00 pm The Serie A Highlights Sh 
BIN Te Serie INGE Ste 1:45pm Serie A Cagliari v Brescia 


SBS TWO 


11.00pm REPEAT - Highlights Quarter-final 2nd leg - Matchday 32 11:00am Bundesliga Werder Global Football Show 
Manchester United v Chelsea ; Wednesday 13th April Bremen v Schalke Delay Jacob Kagi and lan Hooper 

Saturday 16th April 2:55am SPL St Johnstone v 9:40pm Scottish Cup discuss local, national and inter- 
Thursday 14 April 05:00 am Serie A Matchday 32: Celtic Aberdeen v Celtic national football every Thursday 
SBS ONE Bologna V Napoli 5:15am Serie A Bari v Catania night from 7.30-9pm on 
4.30am (aest) - Quarter-final 2nd leg - 9:30am Setanta Sports Cup Sligo Monday 18th April WA's SportFM 91.3. 
Schalke v Inter Milan Sunday 17th April v Shamrock Rovers 12:55am FA Cup 

09:00 am Bundesliga Matchday 30: 5:15pm Blue Square Premier Stoke v Bolton The Four Diegos 
6.45am (aest) DELAYED - Quarter-final 2nd leg - Hamburg V Hannover Crawley v Luton 4:40am Serie A Monday to Thursday 11pm 
Tottenham v Real Madrid Napoli v Udinese SEN 

Thursday 14th April 9:15am Serie A 

SBS TWO = . 4:40am SPL Parma v Inter Delay 
8.30pm REPEAT - highlights Quarter-final 2nd leg match Sydney FC are in Asian Champions League action Aberdeen v Rangers 11:00am Serie A 
to be decided on the day again this week when they take on Japan's 10:45am Copa Libertadores Estu- Chievo v Bologna Delay 


diantes v Cruziero 12:45pm Serie A 


Fiorentina v Juventus Delay 


Kashima Antlers on Wednesday night. 


NEW SEASON STARTS SOON! 5-A-SIDE SOCCER 


MEN’S I LADIES I MIXED I'JUNIORS 
WATCH A REPLAY OF YOUR FAVOURITE GAME IN THE BAR AT FULL TIME! 


4/4 NEW STREET, FRANKSTON (BEHIND BURSON AUTO PARTS) 


TEL 9783 6066 OR SEE WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS 


Champions 
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AFC 
CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


By David Manuca 


MELBOURNE VICTORY 
managed to pick-up their first 
point in the 2011 Asian Cham- 
pions League after a 1-1 draw 
against Tianjin Teda in China 
last Tuesday night. 

Tianjin captain Marko Zoric put 
his side ahead 19 minutes in be- 
fore Victory’s ex-captain Kevin 
Muscat grabbed a goal from a 
corner kick to earn Melbourne 
their first points in the competi- 
tion this year. 

Melbourne made four changes to 
the squad that lost to Jeju 2-1 in 
Matchday Two, including drop- 
ping Michael Petkovic for Tando 
Velaphi. 

It was a game of two halves as 
the home side dominated the first 
period with Melbourne having the 
better of the second. 

One of Melbourne’s biggest 
problems so far in this years ACL 
has been defending from set-piec- 
es and it again proved their down- 
fall with Zoric heading home a 
corner just 20 minutes in. 

Victory failed to clear the ball 
after a flick-on at the near post 
and it fell to Zoric who headed 
the ball from right in-front after 
goalkeeper Tando Velaphi saved 
his initial attempt. 

Melbourne were lucky not to be 
two-nil down going into the break 
after Zhang Xiaobin’s volley 
smashed against the crossbar. 
Mehmet Durakovic brought on 
youngster Robbie Kruse for the 
largely in-affective Tom Pondel- 
jak at half-time and it seemed to 
work well as Melbourne came 
out the break the better of the two 
sides. 

Just six minutes into the second 
half and Victory found them- 
selves level thanks to their all- 
time top scorer in the ACL, Kevin 
Muscat. 

Carlos Hernandez whipped in a 


great ball from a corner finding 
Kevin Muscat at the near post 
who had the easy task of putting 
the ball into the back of the net. 
Victory had a magnificent chance 
to get in front when Carlos Her- 
nandez unleashed Robbie Kruse 
one-on-one with the Tianjin goal- 
keeper but the Socceroo went the 
wrong way crashing into two de- 
fenders, with Archie Thompson’s 
follow-up effort blocked. 

Tianjin were reduced to 10- 
men in the 74th minute when the 
goal scorer Marko Zoric flew in 
to Hernandez from behind with 
studs showing earning himself a 
straight red card. 

Both sides pressed for a late 
winner but neither could find the 
back of the net with the points be- 
ing shared. 

Victory are still winless in eight 
away games in the Champions 
League picking up only their sec- 
ond ever point outside Australia, 
and their first in the 2011 cam- 
paign. 

Tianjin are still un-defeated and 
sit atop of Group E with seven 
points followed by Jeju United on 
six points, Gamba on three points 
and Melbourne are last with just 
the single point. 

Durakovic thought Melbourne 
deserved the three points and that 
they can still get through to the 
Round of 16 despite being five 
points behind second placed Jeju. 
“Tam disappointed that we didn’t 
get the three points,” Durakovic 
told Sportal. “We played better 
than Tianjin and we had chances 
to win.” 

“We had two or three more 
chances. Unfortunately, we failed 
convert any of them.” 

“We are still bullish on qualifica- 
tion. We still have chances.” 
Sydney FC were held to a 1-1 
draw by a frustrating Shang- 
hai Shenua side in Sydney on 


A Point Each For Aussie Clubs 


Srexy 


Bloody oath, mate: Sydney FC’s Bruno Cazarine pleads his innocence to a bloodied Salmeron Luis Angel 
of China's Shanghai Shenhua. Photo: GEOFF JONES 


Wednesday night. 

A deflected strike from Riascos 
gave Shanghai an early lead be- 
fore Nick Carle equalized for the 
Sky Blues just six minutes later. 
It was a game Sydney needed 
to win but they found the match 
extremely frustrating in the sec- 
ond half when Shanghai players 
repeatedly dropped to the ground 
without even being challenged. 
Riascos opened the scoring in the 
6th minute when his strike from 
outside the area deflected off a 
Sydney player leaving Liam Red- 
dy stranded. 

Six minutes after that Nick Carle 
brought Sydney back level with 
a low shot that scraped past the 
Shanghai goalkeeper Shengjiong 
Qiu. 

Shanghai had a good oppor- 
tunity to go back in-front when 
midfielder Renliang Feng hit the 


crossbar on 38 minutes. 

Sydney were poor in the second 

half as they game became very 
stale with Bruno Cazarine hav- 
ing the best chance for the Sky 
Blues. 
Sydney manager Vitezlav Lav- 
icka admitted Sydney failed that 
cutting edge to grab that second 
elusive goal. 

“Most of game we kept posses- 
sion but we didn’t have the qual- 
ity enough in attacking third,” 
Lavicka told Sportal. 

“We did plenty of crossing but 
there wasn’t good enough qual- 
ity to penetrate them and they 
blocked many strike attempts as 
well.” 

“We created chances but we ex- 
pected more than one point from 
this game.” 

“It’s frustrating ... we didn’t 
score the second goal so we can’t 


be satisfied.” 

Suwon Bluewings still sit top of 
Group H on five points, followed 
by Kashima, Sydney and Shang- 
hai all on two points. 

Matchday 4 of the 2011 Asian 
Champions League sees Mel- 
bourne Victory host Tianjin Teda 
at Etihad Stadium on April 20. 
The other match in that group 
will see Gamba Osaka host Jeju 
United. 

Sydney FC play Kashima Ant- 
lers in Sydney on Wednesday 
night in the match that was meant 
to be played a month ago but was 
postponed due to the Japanese 
earthquake and tsunami. 

Sydney then travel to China to 
take on Shanghai Shenua on April 
19. The other game in that group 
sees Kashima Antlers host Suwon 
Bluewings. 


GroupA P 
1 SEPAHAN (IRN) 3 
2 AL HILAL (KSA) 3 
3 AL GHARAFA (QAT) 3 
4AL JAZIRA (UAE) 3 


SEPAHAN v AL GHARAFA 2 - 0 
ALHILAL v AL JAZIRA 3-1 


Group B P 
1 AL SADD (QAT) 3 
2 ESTEGHLAL (IRN) 3 
3 AL NASSR (KSA) g 
4 PAKHTAKOR (UZB) 3 


AL SADD v AL NASSR 1 - 0 
ESTEGHLAL v PAKHTAKOR 4 — 2 


Group C P 
1 ALITTIHAD (KSA) 3 
2 BUNYODKOR (UZB) g 
3 PIROOZIATHLETIC (IRN) 3 
4 AL WAHDA (UAE) 3 


BUNYODKOR v PIROOZI ATHLETIC 0 -0 
AL WAHDA vAL ITTIHAD 0-3 


Group D P 
1 ZOBAHAN (IRN) 3 
2 AL SHABAB (KSA) 3 
3 EMIRATES (UAE) 3 
4 AL RAYYAN (QAT) 3 


ALRAYYAN v ZOBAHAN 1 — 3 
AL SHABAB v EMIRATES 4 - 1 


Group E P 
1 TIANJIN TEDA (CHN) 3 
2 JEJU UNITED (KOR) gj 
3 GAMBA OSAKA (JPN) 3 
4 MELB VICTORY (AU) 3) 


TIANJIN TEDA v MELBOURNE VICTORY 1 — 1 
JEJU UNITED v GAMBA OSAKA 2 - 1 


Group F PW 
1 FC SEOUL (KOR) 372 
2 HANGZHOU (CHN) 31 
3 ALAIN (UAE) 20 
4 NAGOYA GRAMPUS (JPN) 2 0 
HANGZHOU GREENTOWN v ALAIN 0 -0 
NAGOYA GRAMPUS v FC SEOUL 1 -1 


Group G PW 
1 JEONBUK MOTORS (KOR) 
2 CEREZO OSAKA (JPN) 

3 SHANDONG LUNENG (CHN) 
4 AREMA MALANG (IDN) 


AREMA MALANG v SHANDONG LUNENG FC 1- 1 
CEREZO OSAKA v JEONBUK HYUNDAI MOTORS 1 - 0 


Group H PWDLFAGD Pts 
1 BLUEWINGS (KOR) i) ey a] Eb 
2 KASHIMAANTLERS (JPN) 20201102 
3 SYDNEY FC (AUS) 2700200 One 
4 SHANGHAI SHENHUA (CHN)3 0 2 1 1 5 -4 2 


SUWON BLUEWINGS v KASHIMAANTLERS 1 - 1 
SYDNEY FC v SHANGHAI SHENHUA 1-1 


Match Day 6 
Sydney FC 
Vv 
Kashima Antlers (Japan) 
Wednesday 13 April 
KO 8pm (AEDT) 
Sydney Football Stadium 


All matches will be 
broadcast on Fox Sports. 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


By Matthew Galea 


Eight teams played in the first 
legs of this seasons Champions 
League as the elite club compe- 
tition rapidly approaches it’s 
finale in London. 

A massive 18 goals were scored 
over the four games played mid- 
week. 

On the first night of action, 
Schalke provided the shock of 
the round, if not the tournament, 
when they thrashed reigning 
champions Internazionale 5-2. 

The unexpected result, in a 

match Inter were expected to win 
comfortably, is another major 
blow for the Italian and Euro- 
pean champions, after suffering 
defeat in what might have been 
a title clinching Milan derby, and 
has cast further doubts over the 
future of manager, Leonardo. 
The game started brightly for In- 
ter, when Dejan Stankovic scored 
perhaps the goal of the season. 
A bizarre diving header clearance 
from goalkeeper Neur set Stank- 
ovic up nicely for his brilliantly 
accurate volley from within the 
half way circle to put the home 
side 1-0 up. 

It was an isolated moment of 
brilliance in an otherwise disap- 
pointing display. 

After Joel Matip’s 17th minute 


chalke 


equalizer, it was Inter in the lead 
again when Diego Milito scored 
in the 34th minute. By the 50th 
minute, Inter found themselves 
losing when Raul slotted home in 
the 53rd minute, the first of a sec- 
ond half performances that saw 

Schalke add another two away 
goals. 

The result means that Inter will 
travel to Germany facing a huge 
three goal deficit, compounded 
further by the fact that Schalke 
scored five away goals, surely 
spelling the end of their reign as 
European champions. 

Thrashings were the theme of 
the week it seemed though, as 
Inter were far from the only team 
to essentially be knocked out af- 
ter the first leg. Tottenham were 
routed after the 15th minute send- 
ing off of Peter Crouch. Madrid 
completely dominated the game, 
finishing 72% of possession, and 
were already 1-0 up, courtesy of 
an Emmanuel Adebayor header, 
when Peter Crouch got himself 
sent off for a second bookable 
offense. 

What followed was nothing short 
of an onslaught. Away to one of 
the greatest sides in European 
football, Tottenham were com- 
pletely found out. Real Madrid 
did not score again in the first 
half, but the floodgates opened 


Stun 


in the second. 10 minutes into 
the second half, Adebayor had 
doubled Madrid’s win. 
Argentinean winger Di Maria 
added to the woes of the Hotspurs 
when he unleashed a terrific curl- 
ing shot into the top corner in the 
72nd minute, before Cristiano 
Ronaldo completed the rout late 
in the game to effectively knock 
Spurs out of the Champions 
League. 

The second night of Champions 
League football wasn’t too much 
different in Barcelona. Shakhtar 
deserve credit for their continu- 
ous attacking intent and really, 
had they been able to hit the 
target, they might have just kept 
their hopes alive before a home 
tie. 

Barcelona proved, again, far too 
good for their opposition. Andres 
Iniesta opened Barcelona’s ac- 
count for the night in only the 
2nd minute, beating the Shakhtar 
goalkeeper at the near post. 
Shakhtar responded strongly and 
could have been 2-1 up but for 
some fatal profligacy in front of 
goal. Luiz Adriano and Willian 
both should have scored, and had 
they done so, this tie may just 
have stayed alive for the second 
leg. 

As it happened though, Barce- 
lona finished the match 5-1 win- 


olders Inter 


Schalke’s Raul scores his 70th goal in Champions League football against 
defending champs Inter Milan during their amazing quarter final match. 


ners, completely overrunning 
their spirited, but inferior, oppo- 
nents, with Alves, Pique, Keita 
and Xavi all scoring goals. 

In London, Chelsea suffered a 
1-0 defeat at the hands of Man- 
chester United, leaving this tie 
poised on a knife’s edge ahead of 
the second leg at Old Trafford on 
Wednesday morning. 

Wayne Rooney finished off a 
brilliant move which featured 
a pin point cross field ball from 
Michael Carrick and a sublime 
touch and explosion of pace from 
Ryan Giggs, to seal an all-impor- 
tant win away from home. 

Manchester United produced 


a disciplined display, peppered 
with moments of brilliance and 
probably deserve to take a lead 
into the second leg, mainly due to 
the incredible wastefulness of the 
likes of Didier Drogba and the 
continuously impotent 50 million 
pound man, Fernando Torres. 
Chelsea can consider themselves 
unlucky to not have been award- 
ed a penalty in the dying stages, 
when Ramires was brought down 
by Patrice Evra, a point not 
missed by Carlo Ancellotti and 
John Terry in their post-match 
comments. 

Thankfully for them, their task is 
unchanged. Even if they had got- 


Quarter-Finals 

5 April 

Real Madrid 4-0 Tottenham Hotspur 
FC Inter Milano 2-5 FC Schalke 04 


6 April 
Chelsea FC 0-1 Manchester United FC 
FC Barcelona 5-1 FC Shakhtar Donetsk 


Return legs to be played on April 12th 
and 13th 


ten their penalty, Chelsea would 
still have to ensure they beat 
Manchester United to progress 
to the semifinals, a fact they can 
take some relief from. 

An exciting week of Champions 
League football may be followed 
up by a lackluster week of sec- 
ond legs, with almost every tie 
already decided. 

Old Trafford will be the only ven- 
ue providing any contest of true 
meaning, unless any of Shakhtar, 
Tottenham or Internazionale can 
overturn some massive deficits 
early in the second leg. 

The unlikelihood of any such 
event seems to indicate that next 
week will be one of confirmation 
than surprises, but if the quality 
of football on display is anything 
like it was this week, we could be 
in for quite a treat. 
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FOOTBALL FOCUS! | Springvale| White Eagles: Tome Racunica goalweekiycon eal! 


RUPENAME: Tome Racunicey. 
BIRTHRLACE: Sibenik, Dalmatia 
Heat nen 


one . 7 
‘ ? Os RP _ 
NCA Noe : oe yAYe 


Pes Genfsorms 
REPRESENTATIVE |HONOURS:\None] 
FAVOURITE O/SIRUAVER |Muis\Suarez 
FAVOURITE HAMPAYER: 


Ancita Tihempsem (Mister) 
FAVOURITEIFORMERTSOCCEROO: 
See 


SOCCEROOP errea 

tae 

MOST|MEMORABLE|MATCHIAS)A PLAYER: 

‘Witenes rovers wing promotion to . 

Pidscn Shesast day theiseason. cPpnckKkn TAAC 
EIMATCHASAFAN: | BIAN VOICE NEWSPAPER 
Uso Istanbul A {SER 

MOSTMEMORABLE GOAL YOU'VE — 


“FUNNESTIRUMOUR PVE'HEARDJABOUT 
NYOURSEUF:\That |) 

Grate 

1B BIGGEST;DISAPPOINTMENT: 

ot etn Sear 
WORSTyINJURY:{Dislocated/shoulderjand 

iat eetsat 

2 Be eat ovic Noone 
% FOURTE (AWAY, GROUND: 


a SUPERSTITIONS None 

_ (Sandwichyand/plenty/of|liquid4Not/a\big eater, 

_ | beforejgames! 
WHATVARE\YOURISTRENGTHS: 


\WHATVARE\YOUR\WEAKNESSES:: 


Kryptonite) 

| FAVOURITEsIEAM|WHEN(GROWING\UP: 
| Red|StarjBelgrade 

_ JFAVOURITE(OTHER\SPORTS: 


ARLE 
FAVOURITE|OTHER'SPORTSPERSON.: 
Chris} 


Judd. 
_ | FAVOURITE|FOODS: 
| Pepperoni/Pizzatand/any/kind|of|chicken) 
FAVOURITE'AGTORIACTRESS: 
Will[Smith)&Elizabeth)Hurley) 
HOBBIES: }lableyrennis} 
FAVOURITE|HOLIDAY/RESORT: 


Shangri/ay Rul 

EAVCURITE SISTRFOR None) 
IDEALEDATE:|Dinner,followed|by/a\movie) 
ANU va HOWS: 


Soubinay nth eap taaiealboca 


FAVOURITE|MUSIC:|Rock/Pop 
ee 
, UasTsocEERSHnTVoUE0UerT 
BIGGEST)INFUUENCE(ON/CAREER:| 
Dad} TgottimayenieeS one tacky 
3 ISS ERAS ISOS TaD ctitsa? ce 
: sorte eae 
FOOTBALUAMBITION (Gat ne\bestout if 
andstaysft 


_|WHIcHBERSONIN|THE WORD WOULD 
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Once again a certain Mr Wayne 
Rooney has found his way into 
the newspapers due to his bad 
behaviour. This time, like an 
ill-disciplined school kid, he 
has been told off for swearing. 
What a naughty boy he is. 

Just in case you missed it, the 
reason that Wayne Rooney has 
been thrust into the spotlight 
again for reasons other than 
his footballing skills is that af- 
ter scoring the third goal of his 
hat-trick against West Ham Wa- 
zza proceeded to use some rather 
foul language, aimed directly at a 
television camera. 

Before getting into the more in- 
tricate details of the United front- 
man’s penalty for this offense I 
think it’s important to mention 
what a real shame it is that this 
has created as much furore as it 
has done. In one tabloid paper 
there were three separate opin- 
ion articles concerning Rooney’s 
behaviour in one day, as well as 
several letters from readers on 
the matter. The shame is that all 
of this talk has really distracted 
everyone away from how good 
Rooney was against West Ham, 
and how important his contribu- 
tion could prove to be come the 
end of the season. 

For long periods in the game 
against West Ham the Red Devils 
looked inept, toothless and un- 
disciplined. Rooney near single- 
handedly turned that around with 
his passion, aggression, deter- 
mination and great quality. He 
changed what looked like being 
a United defeat into a victory, 
which at least in my opinion has 
now guaranteed the Manchester 
club the league title. No wonder 
he got so excited by it all. 

Personally, I have no problem 
with his swearing in the slightest. 
As Rooney himself suggested, 
it’s not the first time that someone 
has sworn on the football pitch, 
and it won’t be the last. I do con- 
cede that shouting directly at the 
camera is not a smart thing to do, 
but again as Rooney pointed out 
he apologised straight away. 

However in the same way that I 
have no problem with the swear- 
ing, I also have no problem with 
the punishment that has been 
dished out. Rooney has received 
a two-match ban from the FA, 
meaning that he will miss Sat- 
urday’s clash with Fulham along 
with the FA Cup Semi-Final 
against rivals Manchester City. 


Really the Fulham game is no 
bother, as Fulham have more 
chance of having a statue of Mi- 
chael Jackson erected outside 
their stadium than of getting any- 
thing at Old Trafford. 

Missing the semi-final though is 
a crushing blow for both Rooney 
and United. Every player should 
want to play in big games, espe- 
cially when they are at Wembley, 
and especially when it’s going to 
be an epic grudge match against 
your city rivals. As for United, 
they’ll be missing their best 
player, who not only possesses 
the kind of quality they’ll need 
to unlock the stubborn City de- 
fence, but also the passion and 
determination to really battle 
against what should be a strong 
physical challenge. — Luckily, 
United do have replacements in 
Berbatov and Hernandez who 
should give them enough to see 
off those playing for the blue side 
of Manchester. 


In regards to whole swearing in- 
cident, what has really bothered 
me is the reaction to it. Almost 
every Premier League manager 
has had their say, as have many 
of the current and indeed former 
United players. In this instance 
Rooney himself has dealt with 
the matter fairly admirably. He 
released a statement which ex- 
pressed his disappointment at the 
decision and with the fact that 
he’ll be missing the semi-final, 
but also said “J have to accept 
that whats happened has hap- 
pened and move on from here. 
That's what I intend to do.” To 
me at least that sounds like an ap- 
propriate response. 

Unlike what some others have 
been saying. Unsurprisingly, it’s 
Sir Alex who has stoked the most 
flames against the FA in support 
of his player. Ferguson, who 
himself received a five match 
touchline ban earlier this year, 
has once again suggested that 
his team and his players are be- 
ing unfairly treated, and has pro- 
duced comments such as “Fair is 
aword...I dont know if you can 
use that word ‘fair’ any longer.” 
Ferguson has also suggested that 
Lee Mason, the match referee 
who suggested that had he seen 
and heard Rooney’s outburst he 
would have sent him off, had 
been severely pressured into say- 
ing what he did, claiming “I feel 
really sorry for the lad, because 
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Choice of the new generation? Rooney lets it rip to zillions of viewers around the world. 
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he’s put himself in a terrible posi- 
tion. I think obviously he was put 
under pressure, there’s no doubt 
about that.” He also suggested 
that Mason’s career may never 
be the same again. 

Once again it seems that Fergu- 
son is putting the FA under both 
strict scrutiny as well as a great 
deal of pressure. If Ferguson is 
to be believed, it is United who 
are always hard done by when 
it comes to refereeing decisions 
and FA punishments. That’s in- 
teresting to think about, as the 
public opinion in England is 
pretty much the opposite. Just 
ask Chelsea fans, who believe 
that they should have had a late 
penalty against United in their 
Champions League clash. 

Another completely unbiased 
source, Rio Ferdinand, also of- 
fered his opinion, which may 
have been even more ridiculous 
than Ferguson’s. Although he 
didn’t directly say it, he implied 
that we should all cherish the 
ground Rooney walks on, and 
maybe he should be given a little 
leeway in regards to punishments 
imposed upon him. 

And former United captain 
Gary Neville has also thrown in 


his two cents, by suggesting that 
the ruling is both unfair and in- 
consistent. Incidentally, Gary 
has just been announced as a new 
pundit for Sky television in Eng- 
land, which may prove to be one 
of the worst decisions since let- 
ting John Barnes present Italian 
football over here. 

Getting back to the subject in 
hand, the problem that is arising, 
and one which has been evident 
for several years, is the complete 
lack of respect that managers and 
players have for the governing 
body of English football. Now 
it is undoubtedly true that the FA 
have on several occasions shown 
themselves to be somewhat in- 
ept and reactionary, but they still 
should not be being questioned 
by current players and managers. 

Before Ferguson starts com- 
plaining that I’m picking on 
him, I should state that this isn’t 
a United bashing; the lack of re- 
spect is rife throughout all the 
English leagues. It’s just that, as 
a manager who is more respect- 
ed than anyone else in English 
football, Ferguson should be a 
leading light in deferring to de- 
cisions made by the law makers 
in our country. The FA’s deci- 


sions should be unquestionable; 
if someone disagrees they can 
appeal, as Rooney did, and that it 
completely fine. What you can- 
not do is come out in the media, 
as Ferguson has done on numer- 
ous occasions, and accuse both 
individual officials and also gov- 
ering bodies of acting unfairly 
and with bias. By doing this he 
puts unfair pressure on decisions 
both for and against his club, and 
it calls into question the whole 
integrity of the system. 

Many people feel that Ferguson 
has a great deal of sway with the 
FA; some have said that he has 
his own list of referees that he 
lets officiate his games. Obvi- 
ously that’s untrue, but the point 
is that for someone who does 
unquestionably have some in- 
fluence, Ferguson should be ac- 
cepting decisions made against 
him, even if ultimately they are 
wrong. 

As I pointed out, the FA are a 
bit of a joke at times, with no 
distinguishable — spokesperson 
or figurehead, and that needs 
to change. But if they make a 
judgement then they do not need 
to be answerable to individual 
mangers or players. Of course, 


they need to be monitored just as 
a Prime Minister or a President 
does, but as long as they act fairly 
and without bias, they should be 
allowed to get on with the job of 
running football in our country. 

Ultimately the decision to ban 
Rooney for two games is ques- 
tionable. Rooney’s apology and 
begrudging acceptance is nice to 
see, I just wish his manager could 
also take the higher ground. 
What this incident has shown 
is that despite several attempts 
at generating some, there still 
is very little respect for the FA 
and for football officials. Just as 
things like homophobia and rac- 
ism has no place in our beloved 
game, the same can be said for 
the disrespect shown to those in 
charge. This has to change, and 
people like Rooney and Ferguson 
are the kind of influential figures 
that should be making it happen. 
Unfortunately I really can’t see 
there being any changes anytime 
soon, and I really worry that it 
could make the FA even more of 
a shambles than they already are. 
Honestly it makes me so upset | 
could just swear. 
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A list of the candidates for this 
year’s PFA player of the year 
was leaked nearly a week be- 
fore it was due to be released. 
On that list were Charlie Adam 
(Blackpool FC), Gareth Bale 
(Tottenham Hotspur), Samir 
Nasri (Arsenal), Scott Parker 
(West Ham United), Carlos 
Tevez (Manchester City) and 
Nemanja Vidic (Manchester 
United). The official list also 
had a seventh name - Rafael 
van der Vaart (Tottenham 
Hotspur). 

While these are all perfectly 
good candidates it does beg the 
question: what are the creden- 
tials required to be nominated 
for such an award? Remember, 
this award is dished out by the 
players so that should tell you 
something. How many games do 
players actually watch and are 
they looking at the game objec- 
tively or subjectively? 

Gareth Bale is the bookmak- 
ers’ favourite to win. There is no 
doubt Gareth Bale skinned Inter 
Milan twice and looked pretty 
good in doing so. However, this 
is a microcosm of an injury-in- 
terrupted season and a season in 
which he hasn’t lived up to the 
huge billing he was given at the 
start. He has been hyped way 
beyond his ability and at times 
has ineffective. But the question 
was what are the credentials re- 
quired to be nominated for such 
an award? 

For a start, surely the candidate 
should be the best player on his 
team? For instance, it could be 
argued that Michael Dawson has 
had a far more consistent season 
than Bale, one that will hopefully 
be rewarded by the fans of Spurs 
when they choose their player of 
the year. I don’t subscribe to the 
notion that because Blackpool 
and West Ham are rubbish that 
Scott Parker and Charlie Adam 
shouldn’t be considered. 

Adam has been superb this 
season but I don’t think Parker 
should be there because other 
central midfield players, like 
Joey Barton, have been better 
than him this. 

Luis Nani and Dimitar Berbatov 
have had excellent seasons but 
the latter scores in bunches and 
is likely to go AWOL in some 
games and, though Nani would 
be a worthy candidate, his peers 
are probably less inclined to vote 
for a player who is liable to feign 
injury at the mere thought of be- 
ing tackled. Vidic has been their 
rock and, in a season when many 
of United’s first choice defend- 
ers have gone down injured, has 
rightly been nominated. 

Overall, the award should go 
to the player who has performed 
consistently and whose absence 
would affect his team the most. 
Step forward Carlos Tevez of 
Manchester City. We’ve seen 
them sans Carlos, stumbling and 
bumbling like a blind man in the 
desert, and it hasn’t been pretty. 
They’ve bought Dzeko and Ba- 
lotelli and don’t forget they have 


With Leroy Robinson in the UK 


Santa Cruz, Bellamy and Ad- 
ebayor knocking around at other 
clubs on loan, and yet it is Tevez 
who remains the talisman when 
others have faded away. 

He is by far the most important 
player on an expensively assem- 
bled team and had been their best 
player this season. 

As mentioned before, the fa- 
vourite is Gareth Bale who, apart 
from a few high profile games, 
has failed to perform consis- 
tently. 

If awards are given for best per- 
formance in a UCL game then he 
will win. Commonsense dictates 
that anyone but Bale should win, 
yet since when have players been 
noted for such a trait? 


If some people had their way 
fans would sing songs from The 
Sound of Music, and chanting 
would be more like those old 
fashioned musicals you were 
made to watch as a child, full of 
sweetness and light. 

Certainly, swear words would 
be off limits. Such people forget 
that football, by its very tribal 
and secular nature, is a mirror of 
society and, as such, there will 
always be division between cer- 
tain sets of fans, people, coun- 
tries, religions and whatever. 

During the UCL game in Ma- 
drid, there were some chants 
from Spurs fans about ex-Arse- 
nal player Emmanuel Adebayor 
that had Lord Ouseley, Chairman 
of Kick It Out, a body aimed at 
tackling racism within the game, 
bleating to the press. “Your dad 
washes elephants, your mum’s 
a whore,” were part of the song 
and it is the reference to washing 
elephants that had Ouseley in a 
tizzy. 

“It's not racist but it is abusive 
and it has racial undertones to 
it,” Lord Ouseley told BBC Ra- 
dio 5 live. “Clearly, Adebayor 
and his colleagues playing for 
Real Madrid found it offensive. If 
you asked Spurs’s black players 
if it was something they would 


find inoffensive if it was sung 


about them, I think you wouldn t 


find a different result...If they 


sing it next week in the return 
game, there'll be problems. Be- 
cause I’m sure the black fans of 
Spurs are not going to be singing 
that song.” 

Don’t you just love how he 
speaks for black players and 
fans as if they have a collective 
brain? What he says may well be 
true but there may also be white 
fans that refuse to sing about 
Adebayor. It’s called exercising 
free will. 

To my knowledge Adebayor’s 
mum isn’t a whore and his dad 
doesn’t wash elephants. So 
what’s the problem? The prob- 
lem is it is now fashionable to 
suggest that any chant directed 
toward a black player is racist in 
tone. Not that there is more an 
inference in the words than Lord 
Ouseley uses than an accusation. 
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Adebayor himself was offended 
by the chanting, as some people 
in his situation might well be. 
But that’s just tough. The idea 
though that because he, or Real 
Madrid players, are offended by 
the chant means it should be up 
for discussion is ludicrous. . As 
much as Adebayor has the right 
to be offended the fans have the 
right to offend. 

Lord Ouseley also said: “We 
know that Football Against Rac- 
ism in Europe (Fare), which is 
the European version of the Kick 
It Out campaign, are taking up 
the matter with UEFA. So we 
wait and see.” 

Lord Ouseley added: “Clubs 
say, ‘We dont tolerate such 
things’, but yet it’s still happen- 
ing. No-one is saying this song 
is overtly racist. But, clearly it 
is offensive and it’s about setting 
standards. 

“Tf we're not careful, if we re- 
lax, then these things become 
prevalent again.” 


The problem with the stance of 
the Lord Ouseley’s of this world 
is that, if you take things to their 
natural conclusion, it means any 
chant that is offensive should in- 
variably be off limits. And who 
is to decide what is offensive? 
Players? Clubs? Lord Ouseley 
and his chums of course! 

This means no chanting about 
John Terry cheating on his wife, 
no chanting about Frank Lam- 
pard being fat and definitely no 
chanting about Manuel Almunia 
being shit, especially if they’re 
black! 

In fact, stadiums could well be- 
come no chanting zones and no 
swearing zones if such political 
figures had their way. Whereas I 
am appalled at the vitriol Spurs 
fans direct towards Arsene 
Wenger, this is different. That 
abuse is directed as a personal 
accusation and is libellous in na- 
ture. I would feel totally different 


about the Adebayor incidents if, 
for example, the chants alleged 
he had done nefarious things 
with children. 

So there you have it. To please 
the PC brigade we should all 
sing “How do you solve a prob- 
lem like Maria”. 

Of course this type of censor- 
ship cannot work. History has 
told us that there is only so much 
control the authorities can have 
over events involving huge 
crowds of people. 

Drawing attention to such things 
is one thing but to try and punish 
a club because people might be 
offended by chanting is like clos- 
ing a pub because the proprietor 
is a member of the British Na- 
tional Party. 

People have the right to offend 
and it is those who want to cur- 
tail this right which offend me 
the most. 

The bottom line is normal rules 
do not apply to football crowds. 
Politicians can try and apply the 
same standards of conduct to 
football fans as they do society 
at large but it will not work. It 
didn’t work in Ancient Rome 
and it won’t work at White Hart 
Lane. 


Wayne Rooney was charged and 
banned because he swore at a TV 
camera. Ok, he did it twice and it 
was rather foolish. To be fair the 
FA had no choice but to charge 
him given the vitriol directed to- 
wards the United forward by the 
media. 

The real problem was that the 
whole ‘will they won’t they’ saga 
that followed his transgression 
and the confusion about whether 
he was to be charged or not. 

To be honest these sorts of dis- 
ciplinary issues should have been 
sorted out a long time ago. 

That doesn’t mean the FA needs 


to have a specific rule for play- 
ers swearing into the camera. 
But for too long swearing on the 
field has been tolerated and, in 
particular, swearing at officials. 

How often have we seen players 
like, for instance, Wayne Rooney 
and Craig Bellamy tell a referee 
to fuck off? No wonder Rooney 
and United though at quick ge- 
neric apology on the United 
website would suffice. 

I’ve heard it said that players 
shouldn’t be subject to abuse 
when playing because they are 
just doing their jobs. What about 
referees? Don’t they count? 

I wouldn’t want to see the field 
of play become a no swearing 
zone, but the FA needs to imple- 
ment a respect campaign that al- 
lows players to argue decisions 
but doesn’t tolerate so called foul 
and abusive language towards an 
official who is, after all, just do- 
ing a job? 

On the subject of swearing, 
one would assume that the next 
player caught swearing on cam- 
era will be subject to the same 
treatment, regardless of the level 
of publicity the indiscretion gets 
in the media. 

That is, of course, unless that 
players is again Wayne Rooney. 


Once again Arsene Wenger has 
given his detractors ample am- 
munition to criticise his lack of 
success in recent years. A full 
month or so after declaring they 
can win four trophies the Arse- 
nal tactician has more words of 
wisdom. 

“We have done well for our age 
as we are second in the league. Is 
that a disaster for you? There are 
teams who invest 10 times more 
than us, one player cost more 
than the whole team and they are 
behind us. I don’t understand the 
way people think,” he said at a 
press conference on Friday be- 


fore Sunday’s game with Black- 
pool. 

Such a club is Chelsea who, 
having spent £70m on David 
Luiz and Fernando Torres, are 
having a poor season. The other 
is Manchester City, a rag bag of 
highly paid individuals. Wenger 
is right about both teams, but as 
usual it’s an attempt to mask his 
record at Arsenal over the last six 
years and shift focus away from 
his team’s implosion. 

He’s right, second in the league 
isn’t a disaster, but it isn’t some- 
thing to pat yourself on the back 
about either. Was finishing sec- 
ond in the Carling Cup a suc- 
cess? 

Given that Arsenal are sup- 
posed to be a big cub and assum- 
ing that big club status means 
winning things, then it’s hard to 
understand Wenger’s position. 
I’m hoping his fighting talk he’s 
angry that his team continually 
falters during the run in to a sea- 
son. Though it is understandable 
that he’s trying to apply some 
context to the Arsenal’s situa- 
tion, his attitude perhaps is in- 
dicative of why SAF will walk 
away with an EPL crown this 
season despite having an inferior 
squad to Wenger. The question is 
how long can Arsene live off the 
fading goodwill of the fans and 
his past success? 


“Saying I fell ill be4 the game 
is bullshit. I fell ill on Sunday 
morning where the med team 
put me on anti botics [sic], but 
only got worse b4 tues.” 
“Believe me this is 1 game I did 
no wnt to miss and still devo 
[devastated] now!!!! but will 
not be made a scapegoat saying 
they only knew jus b4 KO.” 
Aaron Lennon, after his with- 
drawal during the warm-up and 
in the aftermath of Spurs being 
schooled 4-0 against Real Ma- 
drid. 


goalweekly.com ge al! 


Manchester United extended 
their lead at the top of the Eng- 
lish Premier League to 10 points 
with a comfortable 2-0 home vic- 
tory over Fulham. 

Despite Wayne Rooney being 
banned for his foul-mouthed rant 
at West Ham last week, there was 
no stopping the Red Devils as they 
secured their 15th win in 16 league 
games at their Old Trafford home. 

Dimitar Berbatov and Antonio 
Valencia scored first-half goals 
as United moved further clear of 
nearest rivals Arsenal, although the 
Gunners have two games in hand. 

Former United favourite Mark 
Hughes brought his Fulham side to 
Old Trafford knowing that they are 
practically safe from relegation and 
was intent on testing his old side 
rather than sitting back. 

The Cottagers started brightly 
with Tomasz Kuszezak called into 
action twice in the opening five 
minutes when Bobby Zamora and 
then Moussa Dembele cut in from 
the right flank to hit low drives that 
had the Polish goalkeeper at full 
stretch. 

United took the lead in controver- 
sial circumstances in the 12th min- 
ute when Nani waltzed past three 
defenders and fed Anderson, who 
released Berbatov standing in an 
offside position. 

But the Bulgarian made no mis- 
take from his good fortune clipping 
his shot into the corner of the net 
on the angle. 

United’s second finally came on 
the half-hour mark, when Nani beat 
Mark Schwarzer to Patrice Evra’s 
long ball, cut inside and when his 
chipped effort was headed off the 
line by Chris Baird, Valencia fol- 
lowed up to nod home from close 
range. 


Bundesliga 

Borussia Dortmund struck a late 
equaliser in their 1-1 draw at 
Hamburg, while Schalke’s good 
week continued in Saturday’s 
Bundesliga action. 

Jakub Blaszczykowski’s goal two 
minutes into injury time secured an 
all-important point for the league 
leaders, leaving Juergen Klopp’s 
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Manchester United create a 10-point lead at the top of the Premier League as they brush 
aside Fulham 2-0 at Old Trafford. 


side destined to win their first 
league title since 2001-02 despite 
an unconvincing run of form since 
the German winter break. 

Just five days after their shock 
5-2 Champions League victory at 
Inter Milan on Tuesday, Schalke 
maintained their winning form 
with a 1-0 home triumph over 
Wolfsburg. 

Jurado’s 76th minute goal decided 
the contest, as Wolfsburg’s winless 
run extended to five, with the de- 
feat leaving the club third-bottom 
on the table. 

Hannover climbed to third with a 
2-0 home victory over Mainz, cour- 
tesy of goals to Didier Ya Konan 
and Sergio Pinto. 

Ya Konan’s strike was his 13th 
for the season and his third in five 
matches as Mirko Slomka’s side 
took advantage of Bayern Mu- 
nich’s slip-up at Nuremberg, as the 
two sides played out a 1-1 draw. 

Bayern looked on track for a 
fourth consecutive Bundesliga vic- 
tory when Thomas Mueller con- 
verted Arjen Robben’s assist after 
five minutes. 

Goals from Papiss Demba Cisse 
and Heiko Butscher in the second 
half saw Freiburg come from be- 
hind to defeat Hoffenheim 3-2 at 
the badenova-Stadion. 

Julian Schuster put Freiburg in 
front after 23 minutes but goals to 
Vedad Ibisevic and Ryan Babel, his 
first for the club since joining from 
Liverpool, put the visitors in front 
at the break. 

But Freiburg responded impres- 
sively, with Cisse scoring his 20th 


league goal of the season from the 
spot before Ibisevic grabbed the 
winner with 12 minutes remaining. 
Srdjan Lakic scored a brace to help 
Kaiserslautern to their third win in 
four, with a 4-2 away triumph over 
Stuttgart improving their survival 
chances in the German top flight. 


Serie A 

Inter Milan moved back up to 
second in the Serie A with a test- 
ing 2-0 win over Chievo, while 
Roma inflicted a second straight 
loss on Udinese. 

Inter were made to work hard 
for their win at the San Siro, with 
Chievo’s resolute defence holding 
out the champions for more than 
an hour. 

The deadlock was finally broken 
when Argentine Esteban Cambias- 
so found the back of the net after 66 
minutes, after good build-up work 
from Maicon. 

And the Brazilian joined his 
South American counterpart on the 
scoresheet when he made sure of 
the result with his finish six min- 
utes from time. 

The victory ensured coach Leon- 
ardo, who replaced Rafael Benitez 
mid-season, maintained his unbeat- 
en record at home this season. 

At the Stadio Communale Friuli, 
Francesco Totti was at his best as 
his Roma side closed to within 
three points of Udinese, who sit 
fourth and occupy a Champions 
League qualifying place, with a 2-1 
victory. 

The legendary forward opened 
the scoring from the spot after 57 


minutes and his goal looked to have 
given Vincenzo Montella’s side a 
valuable away win. 

But with just three minutes re- 
maining, Antonio Di Natale bagged 
his 26th league goal of the season 
to spark wild celebrations among 
the home fans. 

Those celebrations proved to be 
premature though, as Totti con- 
verted John Arne Riise’s assist in 
the fourth minute of stoppage time 
to deliver his side a hard-fought 
victory. 


SPL 

Celtic increased their lead at 
the top of the Scottish Premier 
League to five points on Saturday 
with a 1-0 win over St Mirren at 
Parkhead. 

Kris Commons scored the only 
goal of the game with 12 minutes 
remaining to hand the Celts full 
points, after they struggled to break 
down a resolute Saints defence. 

The win moves Celtic five points 
clear of second-placed Rangers 
- who play Hamilton on Sunday 
- while St Mirren remain second 
from the bottom. 

Fourth-placed Dundee United con- 
tinued their good run of form with 
a 2-0 win over St Johnstone at Tan- 
nadice, moving five points clear of 
Kilmarnock in the race for the final 
Europa League qualifying berth. 

A week after his side beat Rangers 
3-2 at Ibrox, Johnny Russell gave 
the hosts the lead on the stroke of 
half-time, before David Robertson 
made sure of the result five minutes 
from the end. 


Barclays Premier League 
Blackburn 1-1 Birmingham 
Bolton 3-0 West Ham 
Chelsea 1-0 Wigan 

Man Utd 2-0 Fulham 
Sunderland 2-3 West Brom 
Tottenham 3-2 Stoke 
Wolverhampton 0-3 Everton 


Npower Championship 
Barnsley 4-2 Bristol City 
Derby 2-2 Coventry 
Doncaster 1-3 Cardiff 
Ipswich 2-1 Crystal Palace 
Leicester 4-0 Burnley 
Millwall 3-2 Leeds 

Nott'm Forest 3-4 Reading 
Portsmouth 1-1 Preston 
Scunthorpe 4-1 QPR 
Sheff Utd 1-2 Middlesbrough 
Swansea 3-0 Norwich 
Watford 1-2 Hull 


Npower League One 
Bournemouth 1-2 Tranmere 
Brentford 0-1 Swindon 
Brighton 2-0 Sheff Wed 

Bristol Rovers 0-2 Exeter 
Colchester 1-0 Rochdale 

Dag & Red 3-1 Notts County 
Hartlepool 3-1 Yeovil 
Huddersfield 1-1 Peterborough 
Leyton Orient 0-2 Southampton 
MK Dons 3-2 Carlisle 

Oldham 0-0 Charlton 
Plymouth 2-0 Walsall 


Npower League Two 
Aldershot 3-0 Shrewsbury 
Barnet 2-1 Crewe 

Bradford 0-3 Torquay 
Cheltenham 1-1 Rotherham 
Hereford 3-0 Chesterfield 
Lincoln City 0-4 Gillingham 
Morecambe 2-1 Burton Albion 
Northampton 2-4 Bury 
Oxford Utd 2-2 Wycombe 
Port Vale 1-1 Southend 
Stockport 2-2 Stevenage 


Clydesdale Bank Premier League 
Aberdeen 0-1 Hibernian 

Celtic 1-0 St Mirren 

Dundee Utd 2-0 St Johnstone 
Hearts 0-0 Motherwell 

Kilmarnock 1-1 Inverness CT 


Blue Square Bet Premier 

Barrow 5-0 Kettering 

Cambridge Utd 1-2 AFC Wimbledon 
Darlington 3-1 Bath City 
Eastbourne Boro 0-6 Fleetwood Town 
Forest Green 1-0 Altrincham 
Gateshead 2-0 Histon 

Grimsby 3-3 Kidderminster 

Hayes & Yeading 4-0 Mansfield 
Luton 6-0 Southport 

Rushden & D’mnds 2-2 Wrexham 
Tamworth 0-3 Crawley Town 
(Crawley Town are champions) 
York 2-1 Newport County 


Scottish First Division 
Falkirk 2-3 Partick Thistle 
Raith Rovers 2-2 Cowdenbeath 


Alex Milic 


Serbia 

Vojvodina and Partizan will battle 
for the Serbian Cup following ag- 
gregate wins over Spartak and Red 
Star respectively. 

Vojvodina came into the second leg 
at home with a 2:1 advantage follow- 
ing the first leg and it was going to be 
very hard for Sloboda to mount a seri- 
ous challenge. Vojvodina secured the 
two leg victory and passage into the 
final with a 1:0 win in Novi Sad. 

At the ‘Marakana” Stadium in Bel- 
grade in front of 41,000 plus fans, it 
was a different story with everything 
still to play for Red Star dominated 
Partizan but 1:0 was not enough as 
the ‘black and whites’ came into the 
match with a 2:0 advantage from the 
first leg. Despite that Red Star should 
be very pleased with the way they 


played and how they managed to 
control the match for the whole 90 
minutes. 

Vladimir Stojkovic denied Red Star 
to take the early lead in the first half 
but there was no stopping Andrija 
Kaludjerovic’s 72nd minute strike. It 
was great build up play to set up the 
goal something you are accustomed 
to see from Barcelona. The same 
player should have made it 2:0 a few 
moments later but his shot went over 
the Partizan goal to the delight of the 
away fans. 

“We all started to attack it was all or 
nothing so Partizan had some space. 
Other then that, they didn’t really have 
any good chances. If we continue to 
play like we did today, I believe we 
can win all of our remaining matches 
and Partizan at their home ground in 
the League, and I don’t know why 
we couldn’t. We play good, we train 
even better and the atmosphere is ex- 
cellent.” Red Star Goalkeeper Boban 
Bajkovic said. 

Red Star did not allow Partizan to get 
into the game at all and it was a rarity 
to see the defending League champi- 
ons even past the halfway line. Red 
Star Manager Robert Prosinecki is 
now focused on winning the Serbian 


SuperLiga in which Red Star is only 
three points behind its arch rival. 

“The result in the first leg was a 
hefty lead to take into this match for 
Partizan a team that consists of very 
experienced players and they played 
like a team defending that result so 
they would make the final. If we had 
converted our chance in the first half 
maybe we would have done more in 
the second. I am satisfied with our 
play and now we are looking for- 
ward to the League. We will try and 
catch up to Partizan and win the title. 
I believe the people that came to the 
“Marakana’ enjoyed what they saw. 
The most important thing is that they 
players forget this much as quick as 
possible because a huge battle awaits 
us in the title race. Unfortunately you 
can’t miss so many chances in a two 
legged match, that was they key for us 
not competing in the final.” Red Star 
Manager Robert Prosinecki said fol- 
lowing the match. 

In the Serbian SuperLiga, Vojvodina 
is level on points with Red Star and 
only three points behind League lead- 
ers Partizan following yet another 
fantastic performance. The club from 
Novi Sad defeated their Cup Semi Fi- 
nal opponents Sloboda 3:1 with goals 


Lazetic, Katai, and Trajkovic after 
Sloboda had taken the lead through 
Sunjarevic. 


Other Results: 

BSK - Indija 4:0 (2:0) 

Alivodic 11’, 71’, 83’, Boskovic 35’; 
Jagodina - Javor 0:1 (0:0) 
Milovanovic 62’; Smederevo - Meta- 
lac 1:0 (0:0) Stojanovic 89’ ; Borac 
- Hajduk 1:0 (0:0) Mladenovic 64’. 
Croatia 


Croatia 

Hajduk is 13 points behind league 
leaders Dinamo following a disas- 
trous 3:0 loss to Varteks in Varezdin 
with a double to former Dinamo 
striker Davor Vugrinec. 

“T believe that Varteks played a fan- 
tastic match and I can’t remember the 
last time we lost to such a dominate 
performance by a side in the Croa- 
tian League. We beat them in Split 
2:0 but even then they played fantas- 
tic, and they repeated that today but 
they won this time. I’m very upset 
Hajduk played such a poor match tak- 
ing to account we are a huge club and 
matches like this should not happen. 
This has hit me very hard.” Hajduk 
Manager Goran Vucevic said follow- 


ing the match and added “In recent 
times I’ve had big disappointments 
but Hajduk is a club I love and it’s 
very hard for me so resigning will be 
harder but that is an option.” 

Dinamo on the other hand continues 
to win, this time against it’s affiliate 
club Lokomotiva with a goal to Syl- 
vestr separating the sides. Dinamo 
is 13 points clear and will be in the 
Croatian Cup Final. It’s been an- 
other good season for the club from 
the ‘Maksimir’ but the only thing 
that still alludes them is a spot in the 
UEFA Champions League which has 
been the clubs goal in the last decade 
or so, since they last played in the 
competition. 

“We won and have added another 
three points to our name but I’m not 
convinced with our performance, we 
played poor football and I’m very up- 
set with what we saw. I gave a chance 
to some fringe players to perform but 
they failed in doing so. We continue 
to win but our performances are not 
good at all, and this is a big problem 
for Dinamo. The players have to wake 
up to themselves especially the more 
experienced ones.” Dinamo Manager 
Vahid Halihodzic said following the 
match. 


P GD Pts 
1 Man Utd 32 38 69 
2 Arsenal 30) 30) 59 
3 Chelsea 31 30) 758 
4 Man City 31 723ieoG 
5 Tottenham Bl Gh 8) 
6 Liverpool 31) 45945) 
7 Everton 32. 4 «44 
8 Bolton 32) mds) 
9 Newcastle Ri 2h) 
10 West Brom 32) -13)739 
11 Fulham Kye il ahs) 
12 Stoke 32-3 38 
13 Sunderland 32 -10 38 
14 Blackburn 92-1235) 
15 Birmingham 31-12 35 
16 Aston Villa 31-14 34 
17 Blackpool 31-18 «33 
18 West Ham 32 -18 32 
19 Wolves 32 -20 32 
20 Wigan 32) -23) 31 
Bundeslig 
P GD Pts 
1 Borussia Dortmund 29 41 66 
2 Bayer Leverkusen 28 23 58 
3 Hannover 96 292553 
4 Bayern Munich 29 26 52 
5 Mainz 29 6 45 
6 Nuremberg 29 5 43 
7 Hamburg 29 -1 42 
8 SC Freiburg 29 -3 41 
9 Schalke 04 29 1 39 
10 TSG Hoffenheim 29 2 37 
11 Cologne 28 -11 35 
12 FC Kaiserslautern 29 -6 34 
13 Werder Bremen 29-16 34 
14 Eintracht Frankfurt 29-10 33 
15 VEB Stuttgart 29 -5 30 
16 Wolfsburg 29-10 28 
17 St Pauli 28-20 28 
18 Borussia M’gladbach 28 -24 23 


Hamburg1-1 Borussia Dortmund 
Hannover 96 2-0 Mainz 

Nuremberg 1-1 Bayern Munich 

SC Freiburg 3-2 TSG Hoffenheim 
Schalke 04 1-0 Wolfsburg 

VfB Stuttgart 2-4 FC Kaiserslautern 
Eintracht Frankfurt 1-1 Werder Bremen 


P GD Pts 
1 AC Milan S132m65) 
2 Inter Milan 32 23 63 
3 Napoli 31 20 62 
4 Udinese 32 23 56 
5 Lazio 31 10 54 
6 Roma 2) 
7 Juventus 31. 9 48 
8 Palermo 31-5 43 
9 Fiorentina 31. 4 42 
10 Cagliari 31.1 42 
11 Bologna 31-6 40 
12 Genoa ei) oe) he) 
13 Chievo 32 -4 36 
14 Catania 31-11 35 
15 Parma Ol =18me2 
16 Sampdoria 31-10 32 
17 Lecce Sl SE) Si) 
18 Cesena 31-16 30 
19 Brescia 31-12 29 
20 Bari 31-27 20 


Inter Milan 2-0 Chievo 
Udinese 1-2 Roma 


Playing overnight 
Juventus v Genoa 
Bari v Catania 
Bologna v Napoli 
Cagliari v Brescia 
Lazio v Parma 
Sampdoria v Lecce 


Palermo v Cesena 
Fiorentina v AC Milan 


P GD 
1 Celtic 30. 47 
2 Rangers 29 «37 
3 Hearts 32 16 
4 Dundee Utd ay Tf 
5 Kilmarnock 32 10 
6 Motherwell 330 of 
7 Inverness CT 31 1 
8 Hibernian 32-15 
9 St Johnstone 32-20 
10 Aberdeen 32-19 
11 St Mirren 32-22 
12 Hamilton 31-35 


1 Barcelona 31 69 84 
2 Real Madrid 31 50 76 
3 Valencia SOM ie 
4 Villarreal 30 17 54 
5 Sevilla 312 46 
6 Athletic Bilbao 31245) 
7 Espanyol 30 -5 43 
8 Atletico Madrid 30 4 42 
9 Mallorca Siledicd 
10 Levante 30 -7 38 
11 Racing 30 -14 36 
12 Osasuna 30) 10535) 
13 Sporting Gijon 30 -7 35 
14 Real Sociedad 30 -11 35 
15 Getafe 30 -8 34 
16 Deportivo 30 -15 34 
17 Real Zaragoza 30 -14 30 
18 Hercules 30 -20 29 
19 Malaga 30 -23 29 
20 Almeria 31 -22 26 


Athletic Bilbao 0-3 Real Madrid 
Barcelona 3-1 Almeria 
Mallorca 2-2 Sevilla 
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WPE Round One 


Box Hil and Casey open season accounts 


By Niki Cook 


Round 3 of the Women’s Pre- 
mier League proved a happy 
one for several teams, as they 
broke through for their first 
wins of the campaign to create 
a congested ladder. Sandring- 
ham continues to lead the way 
at the top of the table, with 
three wins from three, with 
Box Hill, Ashburton and Casey 
joining it on the winners list. 

Box Hill United recorded its first 
win of the season, as it ended the 
Emerging Athlete Program’s un- 
beaten start, defeating the young 
side 2-1 at DISC in the midweek 
match. It looked for much of the 
match as though the EAP would 
chalk up its third straight victory, 
with Tayla Mure having given 
it the lead after twenty minutes, 
an advantage it maintained until 
the last few minutes of the game. 
Goals from Ruby Footit and 
Louisa Bisby in the final nine 
minutes snatched all three points 
from the EAP’s grasp, and gave 
United its first triumph of the 
season. EAP drops to fourth on 
the ladder as a result of the loss, 
while Box Hill is sixth, but could 
finish the round in the top four, 
depending on how it fared in its 
Monday night match with South 
Melbourne Women’s. 

Last Monday night, Sandring- 
ham recorded its second 4-1 vic- 
tory in as many games when it 
saw off VCL Country at Kings- 
ton Heath Soccer Complex, and 
it produced another dominant 
scoring display at Anderson Park 
on Friday night against Don- 
caster Rovers. Sandringham left 
it relatively late to get on the 
scoresheet, however, with the 
teams remaining locked at nil- 
all at half time. Stephanie Tanti 
broke the deadlock ten minutes 
after the interval, before San- 
dringham killed the game off 
with three goals in eight minutes, 
which began twenty minutes 
from time. Eliza Gleadell began 
the goal rush, followed by Emma 
Runnalls, with Tanti rounding 
out the scoring with her second. 
Sandringham sits atop the WPL 
ladder, having won each of its 
games to date, with a healthy 
goal difference to boot. Doncast- 
er lies tenth, with one point from 
its three games. 

Ashburton went one better than 
the draw it managed last week- 
end, recording its first win of the 
season, with a 2-1 victory over 
Altona City at HC Kim Reserve 
on Sunday. As has been its wont 
this season, Ashburton got off 
to a flying start, scoring in the 
opening minute. Altona, the only 
WPL team yet to pick up a point, 
got itself back into the match 
with a 22nd minute equaliser, but 
Ashburton regained the lead sev- 
en minutes before the interval. 
With neither side able to find the 
net in the second half, Ashburton 
claimed all three points to take its 
tally for the season to four, and 
lift it to seventh on the ladder. 
Altona remains eleventh. 

A first half hat-trick from Ni- 
cola Prins gave Casey Comets 
its first win of the season, as it 
defeated VCL Country at DISC 
on Sunday. Prins opened the 
scoring after 22 minutes, before 
adding further goals in the 28th 
and 35th minutes to give Casey 


Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


Casey euch Melissa Atherton (left) and Rebecca sherry combine to stop #22 of the VCL cory 


a comfortable cushion. Neither 
side could find a breakthrough 
in the second half, enabling the 
Comets to take all three points. 
Casey now has four points from 
its three matches to date, and it 
climbs to fifth on the ladder. The 
defeat was VCL Country’s third 
of the season, and it lies eighth, 
with three points. 

The round also featured two 
matches on Monday night, in- 
cluding a top-of-the-table clash 
between Heidelberg United and 
Bundoora United, two teams 
with perfect records going into 
the match. They met at Olympic 
Village, while at Paisley Park, 
South Melbourne Women’s took 
on Box Hill United. 


Round 4 begins on Wednesday 
night when Sandringham looks 
to prolong its strong start to the 
season as it takes on the EAP at 
DISC. Box Hill United and Bun- 
doora United will have to recover 
quickly from their Monday night 
matches, as they meet at Wemb- 
ley Park on Friday night, while 
on Saturday night South Mel- 
bourne Women’s and Heidelberg 
United clash at Paisley Park. 

Sunday features three matches, 
with Casey Comets hosting Don- 
caster Rovers at Comets Stadium, 
Altona City and VCL Country 
meeting at HC Kim Reserve, and 
Ashburton welcoming Sandring- 
ham to Ashburton Park. 


Rd 3: 

Emerging Athlete Program 1 
(T Mure) 

Box Hill United 2 

(R Foottit L Bisby) 


Doncaster Rovers 0 
Sandringham SC 4 

(E Gleadell E Runnalls S Tanti 
2) 


VCL Country 0 
Casey Comets 3 (NJ Prins 3) 
Altona City 1 
Ashburton 2 
Res: Rd 3: 
Doncaster Rovers 1 
Sandringham SC 3 
Altona City 0 
Ashburton 4 

IWPIAUADDER 

PW DE TE eAmet 
Sandringham 3 3 0 012 2 9 
BundooraUtd 2 2 0 0 7 1 6 
HeidelbergUtd 2 2 0 0 6 2 6 
Emerging 3 2 0 1 (SI SGREG 
CaseyComets 3 1 1 1 5 4 4 
Box Hill Utd 3 1 O61) 1 Ce 
Ashburton 4 4 #14 #2 16: SOR 
VGECounty 4 1 0 3 3 (Sis 
South Melb 2 0 2 0) 2e2ee 
DoncasterR 3 0 1 2 310 1 

WP Round(3)Fixtures, 


Sandringham SC v Emerging Athlete 
DISC - Pitch 1 
Wed 13 April 7:30PM 


Box Hill United v Bundoora Utd 
Wembley Park Fri 15 April 8:30PM 


South Melbourne v Heidelberg Utd 
Paisley Park Soccer Complex 
Sat 16 April 7:30PM 


Casey Comets v Doncaster Rovers 
Comets Stadium 
Sun 17 April 1:00PM 


Altona City v VCL Country 
HC Kim Reserve 
Sun 17 April 1:00PM 


Ashburton v Sandringham SC 
Ashburton Park 
Sun 17 April 3:00PM 


Box Hill Utd 
South Melb 
Bundoora Utd 
Altona City 
Casey Comets 
Sandringham 
Ashburton 
Emerging 

VCL Country 
Doncaster R 
Heidelberg Utd 


NVWDONNNWNHNND 
ss ss =e OTR 
oC O=s=000 

RBRCCOMANAG |= ww 


AVCL Country 
player is jump- 
ing here, but 
Casey Comets 
lept away to a 
3-0 win, 
Photo: 

JOHN 
PUNSHON 
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Resultsraaladdersm Victorian State & Provisional Leagues - Round 02 
Seniors =» STATENORTHWEST2 —_ Reserves 


Brunswick City 2 Altona East Phoenix 3 (S Kul N Papa- 
dopoulos B Lojanica), FC Clifton Hill 2 (PJ Grigg B Gas- 
parinatos) Banyule City 0, Moreland City 7 (D Griffiths 3 
L Kelly K Simsek 3) Geelong 2, Werribee City 2 Ballarat 
Red Devils 0, Williamstown 1 (M Oliveira) Altona City 1 
(S Cudrig), Westgate 1 (G Barkho) Whittlesea Ranges 
FC 2 (B Georgioski R Panetta) 


vu 


NODOSA =W0WROOOA 


Moreland City 

FC Clifton Hill 
Werribee City 
Whittlesea Ranges FC 
Ballarat Red Devils 
Altona East Phoenix 
Altona City 
Williamstown 
Westgate 

Banyule City 
Geelong 

Brunswick City 


NNNUNNNNNNNNND 
SCCORO0OAS342NNNES 
BODO2200200090 
BNNAAABAAB0COOF 
wNOwWsnkRWWROTM 
ROWWTWANNOOYW? 


Brunswick City 1 Altona East Phoenix 3, FC Clifton Hill 
4 Banyule City 0, Moreland City 4 (N Chapman 3 J 
Mazza) Geelong 1, Werribee City 1 Ballarat Red Dev- 
ils 0, Williamstown 2 (E Machado K Caruana) Altona 
City 0, Westgate 2 Whittlesea Ranges FC 2 (M Floris 
S Gusevski) 


vu 


SAOD2FWWNWWRODDOA 


FC Clifton Hill 
Altona East Phoenix 
Werribee City 
Westgate 

Moreland City 
Ballarat Red Devils 
Brunswick City 
Williamstown 
Whittlesea Ranges FC 
Altona City 

Geelong 

Banyule City 


NNNNNNNNNNNNM TD 
CODOSS444anNnne 


SCCOOs000COs20000 
NVNNABBAAACOCOOT 
SNOCANGNGBWOaNT 
ONWANABAWNANAP 


Avondale Heights 3 Sydenham Park 2, Geelong Rangers 
2 (D Valys J Blackburn) Cairnlea 2, La Trobe University 
0 Whittlesea Utd 2 (O Ayache 2), Maribyrnong Greens 0 
Sunbury Utd 3 (I Filipovic M Filipovic D Gray), Yarraville 
Glory 3 Hume Utd 2, Melbourne University 0 Keilor Park 
0 


vu 


SCONWHWHHWWAHRRAA 


Melbourne University 
Whittlesea Utd 
Keilor Park 

Cairnlea 

Sydenham Park 
Avondale Heights 
La Trobe University 
Sunbury Utd 
Yarraville Glory 
Geelong Rangers 
Hume Utd 
Maribyrnong Greens 


NVNNNNNNNNNNND 
CoOOsnsansaananniis 
SONDDDOCOOSA 32350 
NNOSBSBBaAARCCOOF 
AN RWOWNWARONAAT 
AgTRRANWANONOP 


Avondale Heights 1 Sydenham Park 3, Geelong 
Rangers 0 Cairnlea 3, La Trobe University 2 (M Dinc C 
Clark) Whittlesea Utd 1 (H Azer), Maribyrnong Greens 
2 Sunbury Utd 5 (SR McLelland 2 S Knudsen J Moody 
2), Yarraville Glory 4 Hume Utd 3, Melbourne Univer- 
sity 0 Keilor Park 3 (J Bruzzichessi 2 M Mohamed) 


vu 


OCses3242H0wowwnh pnaosd 


Yarraville Glory 
Sunbury Utd 
Sydenham Park 

La Trobe University 
Whittlesea Utd 
Avondale Heights 
Keilor Park 

Cairnlea 

Hume Utd 
Maribyrnong Greens 
Melbourne University 
Geelong Rangers 


NNUNNNNNNNNNND 
SCOCOSS44444N5 
OAa220000434400 
oo ool al 
C2=NDWhRONTAANT 
ORONNWWNRRWAPD 


Corio 2 Northern Falcons 0, North City Lions 1 (M Hana) 
South Yarra 3, North Sunshine Eagles 1 (G Ajdini) Es- 
sendon Utd 1, Western Eagles 3 (K Hubiak P Mucha J 
Strycharski) Surf Coast 0, Westvale 0 Laverton Park 0, 
Sporting Whittlesea FC 2 (C Anastasiou A Robinson) FC 
Strathmore 2 (T Grgic A Kranjinovic) 


vu 


SASANNNWWWOAOA 


Western Eagles 

Corio 

South Yarra 

North City Lions 
Northern Falcons 
Westvale 

FC Strathmore 

North Sunshine Eagles 
Sporting Whittlesea FC 
Essendon Utd 
Laverton Park 

Surf Coast 


NVNUNNNUNNNNONNND 
SCOCDCDDOCOCOSA44NNS 
S342 42NNN000000 
Baan 0D0On as OOF 
BRANWNWANWAAOTN 
NNWOARNORWRWAAP 


Corio 7 Northern Falcons 0, North City Lions 0 South 
Yarra 2, North Sunshine Eagles 5 Essendon Utd 1, 
Western Eagles 2 (S Couthinho Own Goal) Surf Coast 
4, Westvale 1 Laverton Park 2, Sporting Whittlesea 
FC 3 (R Lawrence D Jovcevski Y Yishake) FC Strath- 
more 2 (J Condemi T Cuk) 


> 
vu 


North Sunshine Eagles 
South Yarra 

Surf Coast 

Corio 

North City Lions 
Sporting Whittlesea FC 
Essendon Utd 
Laverton Park 
Northern Falcons 
Westvale 

FC Strathmore 
Western Eagles 


NNNNNNNNNNNDN GD 
COOfs242424NNNE 
SCOODCCOOCCOO0CD 
NVNUNBABAABA A OOOrF 
VAS RWWHKROGTAOT 
ON WOATAWANNYW 

SOCOWWWWWWAROA 


Epping City 2 Upfield 1, Lalor Utd 2 (V Aleksovski C Ra- 
chkovski) Bell Park 1, Melbourne City 3 Moreland Utd 5, 
Melbourne Tornado 3 (L Miocic S Miocic D Tonc) Elwood 
City 3, West Preston 1 (WJ Sismanis) Plenty Valley Lions 
0, Northern Roosters 2 (M Kocaayon M Elkhafir) Hop- 
pers Crossing 3 


vu 


SAODO2FWWWWRODDOA 


Hoppers Crossing 
Moreland Utd 
West Preston 
Melbourne Tornado 
Upfield 

Epping City 

Plenty Valley Lions 
Lalor Utd 

Elwood City 
Northern Roosters 
Bell Park 
Melbourne City 


NVNUNNNUNNNNNNND 
SCOCDOS32asaiannns 


SSOOB200D0OB20000 
NNNAS242320000-7 
ONNANNWWDROOTN 
NOBROANWNANWNP 


Epping City 0 Upfield 2, Lalor Utd 4 (D Filiposki A 
Sekulovski 2 PJ Vrzovski) Bell Park 1, Melbourne City 
2 Moreland Utd 0, Melbourne Tornado 4 Elwood City 
12, West Preston 1 Plenty Valley Lions 2, Northern 
Roosters 0 Hoppers Crossing 2 


> 
vu 


Lalor Utd 

Upfield 

Elwood City 
Melbourne City 
Hoppers Crossing 
Epping City 

Plenty Valley Lions 
Bell Park 

Northern Roosters 
West Preston 
Moreland Utd 
Melbourne Tornado 


VNYUNNNNNNNNNND 
COOfs244244NNE 
SCOs=C0COOCOA000 
MNABaaa aA OCOOrF 
RAwWNwWRANARGTGT 
BRARWAMDRAWON—= 

SCO]=-WWWWWWHROOTA 


s, 


Darebin Utd 2 Melton Phoenix FC 1 (J Borg), Essendon 
Royals 3 (M Strasser M Collina 2) Brimbank Stallions 1, 
Mill Park 0 Watsonia Heights 2, Youth Utd 1 Heidelberg 
Stars 3 (N Yussuf 2 H Abdi), Moreland Wolves 1 
Meadow Park Eagles 2 (D Magro 2), Brunswick Zebras 
3 Balmoral FC 2 (A Zeric 2) 


vu 


SPIODWOWWWWADWDOA 


Heidelberg Stars 
Essendon Royals 
Brunswick Zebras 
Meadow Park Eagles 
Watsonia Heights 
Brimbank Stallions 
Darebin Utd 

Youth Utd 
Balmoral FC 
Melton Phoenix FC 
Moreland Wolves 
Mill Park 


NVNUNNNUNNNNHNNND 
SCODOA242424NNNNSE 


SCDCDCDCOOCCOO0D 
MNUNNABAAAOCOOOF 
OCNHNNNWARANBDBHODMTM 
annoanaawaoa”? 


Darebin Utd 1 Melton Phoenix FC 0, Essendon Roy- 
als O Brimbank Stallions 1, Mill Park 0 Watsonia 
Heights 3, Youth Utd 3 Heidelberg Stars 4, Moreland 
Wolves 5 Meadow Park Eagles 0, Brunswick Zebras 
1 Balmoral FC 1 (A Hassan) 


a 
> 
Uv 


Heidelberg Stars 
Moreland Wolves 
Watsonia Heights 
Darebin Utd 
Essendon Royals 
Melton Phoenix FC 
Brimbank Stallions 
Balmoral FC 
Brunswick Zebras 
Meadow Park Eagles 
Youth Utd 

Mill Park 


a3 


NNUNNNNNNNNNN GD 
SOCODOOA22-2NNNE 
Con 3=32000=0000 
NENG No NoNoN a 
SOSnaANWOANNOM 
= 

COa A232 WWWHhODDOS 


BNODTBMWHWHAAA HL 


Dandenong City 1 (R- Machado) Casey Comets 2, Dia- 
mond Valley Utd 4 South Springvale 2, Heatherton Utd 3 
(M Klehic 2 M Pedic) Doncaster Rovers 1, Morwell Pe- 
gasus 0 Knox City 2, Box Hill United 4 Noble Park Utd 0, 
Malvern City 1 Eastern Lions 4 


7 
vu 


C2Hbwwwwwwonanand 


Box Hill United 
Eastern Lions 
Diamond Valley Utd 
Heatherton Utd 
Knox City 
Dandenong City 
Casey Comets 
Malvern City 
South Springvale 
Morwell Pegasus 
Noble Park Utd 
Doncaster Rovers 


NNNNNNNNNNNDN DY 
Asiana wae aos 


O2C00ODDCCOASBA49g 
Noaaaaaannnocoor 
NVNAWANWWWOAAMH 
> 
TAANARANWWNAN= 


Dandenong City 0 Casey Comets 3, Diamond Valley Utd 
2 South Springvale 4, Heatherton Utd 0 Doncaster Rov- 
ers 1, Morwell Pegasus 3 (S Amaira 2 O Sceney) Knox 
City 3, Box Hill United 1 Noble Park Utd 3, Malvern City 
3 Eastern Lions 3 


Uv 


COOAANNAHKDOOA 


South Springvale 
Noble Park Utd 
Doncaster Rovers 
Casey Comets 
Knox City 

Morwell Pegasus 
Eastern Lions 
Malvern City 

Box Hill United 
Heatherton Utd 
Diamond Valley Utd 
Dandenong City 


NVNUNNNNNNNNNND 
SSCDODDOOCOA=42NNNE 
SCOOFANNA22000g 
NNNARAOCOCCOCOOO-F 
AwoswohRaannaaont 
NNER OTAGHANANwWP 


Fitzroy City 3 Croydon City Arrows 0, Peninsula Strikers 
3 (M Demirkol G Lawler M Nader) Berwick City 2 (K Co- 
chrane A Torelli), Nunawading City FC 2 Frankston Pines 
2 (R Beasley P Dimcevski), Old Scotch 3 Mornington 2 


a! 
vu 


SAODOSFNWWWWWHROAT 


Old Scotch 
Peninsula Strikers 
Fitzroy City 

North Caulfield 
Kingston City 
Mornington 

Berwick City 
Frankston Pines 
Nunawading City FC 
Waverley Wanderers 
Doveton 

Croydon City Arrows 


NASNNNNAANNND 
SCODDCOSsAsannins 
SCOOs=NZDODCO0O0O=00 
NAAABOB BOOB 0OLF 
SOOWODWRAAWND 

D22RDWROO2 Ow” 


Fitzroy City 3 Croydon City Arrows 3 (A Bezanovic C 
Gonzalez 2), Peninsula Strikers 1 Berwick City 3, Nu- 
nawading City FC 2 Frankston Pines 1, Old Scotch 2 
Mornington 1 


vu 


COAAWWWWWWWOA 


Old Scotch 

Kingston City 
Waverley Wanderers 
Berwick City 
Doveton 
Nunawading City FC 
Mornington 
Peninsula Strikers 
Croydon City Arrows 
Fitzroy City 

North Caulfield 
Frankston Pines 


NANNNNNANASND 
SOCOeaetacaans 
oojrpr-0000000090 
Nn Eo Ro Rol ml 
VAROTANAMAWAAGDT 
AaVNaaRANONAOCY” 


Beaumaris 4 (S Boffa 2 M Runnalls TF Cannon) Skye 
Utd 3 (JJ Muon M Cordoma V Villela), Brandon Park 1 
Hampton Park United Sparrows Football Club 3, Lyndale 
Utd 1 Mooroolbark 3 (B Roper D Adams 2), Old Cam- 
berwell Grammar 0 Springvale City 1, Old Melburnians 1 
Warragul Utd 2, Sandringham SC 2 Monash University 3 
(O Arenneng R Roslan M Solovyev) 


= 


o0Os=32002320000 
vu 


COOAF2HWWRRODODOA 


Warragul Utd 
Mooroolbark 
Springvale City 
Hampton Park United 
Monash University 
Skye Utd 

Beaumaris 

Old Melburnians 
Lyndale Utd 

Old Camberwell Grammar 
Sandringham SC 
Brandon Park 


NNNNNNNNNNNND 
ooooo;---NNN 

NNNABBAADCOCOCOOF 
NVNONWAKRADTWADMTM 
MDANRANARWWONAP 


Beaumaris 3 Skye Utd 2 (A Gheorghiv 2), Brandon 
Park 1 Hampton Park United Sparrows Football Club 
1, Lyndale Utd 2 Mooroolbark 3 (AW Holly RA Law JG 
Odd), Old Camberwell Grammar 2 Springvale City 0, 
Old Melburnians 1 Warragul Utd 3, Sandringham SC 2 
Monash University 2 


vu 


COCOA 3WWEARDDOA 


Mooroolbark 

Old Camberwell Grammar 
Beaumaris 
Sandringham SC 
Monash University 
Old Melburnians 
Warragul Utd 
Brandon Park 
Hampton Park United 
Lyndale Utd 

Skye Utd 

Springvale City 


NNNNNNNNNNNND 
SOOO Osa Aa aNNNSs 
SOOBR0DOBA D0 OD 
NNNABABAADCOCOOF 
CWWBAWOATDHARONT 


ANWODANWWONNSANP 


Riversdale 2 Bayside Argonauts 1 (D Dainty), Ashbur- 
ton United 2 (JA Clemson A Jackson) Endeavour Utd 
0, Boroondara Eagles 1 Caulfield United Cobras SC 2, 
Casey Kings 1 Old Carey 1, Seaford Utd 1 Monbulk 2, 
Uni. of Melbourne 1 Keysborough 1 


vu 


COfFA28WHWR KRDO 


Caulfield United Cobras 
Riversdale 

Casey Kings 

Old Carey 

Bayside Argonauts 
Boroondara Eagles 
Monbulk 
Ashburton United 
Keysborough 

Uni. of Melbourne 
Seaford Utd 
Endeavour Utd 


NNNNNNNNNNNNM TD 
COOOfasa42444NN58 
SCOsA20000O22000 
Oe Ce nooo lol al 
CHWZANWWWHAWAwWAT 
WABRWAWYNNYNAwW? 


Riversdale 2 Bayside Argonauts 7 (D Andreou 2 A Mot- 
siopoulos 3 C Kozaris G Tzitzivakos), Ashburton United 
2 Endeavour Utd 1, Boroondara Eagles 0 Caulfield Unit- 
ed Cobras SC 2, Casey Kings 1 Old Carey 1, Seaford 
Utd 0 Monbulk 4, Uni. of Melbourne 3 Keysborough 5 


vu 


COa A232 WWWhODTDOSEA 


Ashburton United 
Monbulk 

Caulfield United Cobras 
Keysborough 

Uni. of Melbourne 
Bayside Argonauts 
Endeavour Utd 
Boroondara Eagles 
Old Carey 

Casey Kings 
Riversdale 

Seaford Utd 


NNNUNNNNNNNNND 
SCOCOsBSB a aNNNEs 
COBB B0DD OB 00D 
MWNHasaasaasrcc0oD 
CwssanwnnnanoT 
Noma nwanncoa” 


East Bentleigh 1 Rowville Eagles 5 (1 Skorupski J Tsung 
J Mardale A Sabau 2), Whitehorse Utd 0 Old Brighton 
Grammarians 3, White Star Dandenong 0 Old Trinity 
Grammarians 3 (A Hallam 3), Brighton 2 Baxter 4, Noble 
Park 0 Middle Park FC 2, Eltham Redback FC 1 (T 
Rushby-Silverman) Collingwood City 4 (T Jones-Roberts 
2.1 Skukan 2) 


vu 


= 
SPIODWOWWWWADDAA 


NVNONNAWWWANAOT 


Rowville Eagles 

Old Brighton Gramm 
Middle Park FC 
Collingwood City 
Whitehorse Utd 

Noble Park 

Old Trinity Grammarians 
Baxter 

Brighton 

East Bentleigh 

White Star Dandenong 
Eltham Redback FC 


NVNUNNNONNNNHNNND 
CODOA42424NNNNES 
SCDCDDCOOCCOO0D 
MNUNNABABAOCOCOOF 
CHMANHHYWAOBwW? 


Victorian State & Provisional League Scoreboard brought to you by 


East Bentleigh 2 Rowville Eagles 5 (K Hasanzada R 
Mihailovici FB Radauceanu 2 A Mitrea), Whitehorse 
Utd 2 Old Brighton Grammarians 3, White Star Dande- 
nong 1 Old Trinity Grammarians 5, Brighton 3 Baxter 3 
(S Drew 2 A Lipsett), Noble Park 0 Middle Park FC 2, 
Eltham Redback FC 1 Collingwood City 4 (M Turgon K 
Sherwood 2 G Hoyos) 


vu 


COCOA ANWABRODOOA 


Old Trinity Grammarians 
Rowville Eagles 

Old Brighton Gramm 
Collingwood City 
Baxter 

Middle Park FC 
Brighton 

Noble Park 

East Bentleigh 
Whitehorse Utd 
Eltham Redback FC 
White Star Dandenong 


NVNUNNNNNNNNNND 
SSDDCDOAA2NNNES 
SCOOSB43NOSB30000 
NNNABSORDODOOOT 
O72 WWANAABRROOT 
ONNDWAWAWNANP 


All matches to be played on Saturday 16th 
April with 3pm KO unless otherwise stated. 


State NW 2 

Geelong v Brunswick City 

Stead Park Reserve Fri 15 April 8:30PM 
Altona City v Werribee City 

HC Kim Reserve 

Altona East Phoenix v Whittlesea Ranges FC 
Paisley Park Soccer Complex 

Ballarat Red Devils v FC Clifton Hill 
Trekardo Park 

Banyule City v Moreland City 
Yallambie Park Res... 

Williamstown v Westgate 

JT Gray Reserve 


State SE 2 

Doncaster Rovers v Diamond Valley Utd 
Anderson Park Fri 15 April 8:30PM 
Casey Comets v Heatherton Utd 
Comets Stadium 

Knox City v Dandenong City 

Egan Lee Reserve 

Morwell Pegasus v Malvern City 
Ronald Reserve 

Noble Park Utd v Eastern Lions 
Parkfield Reserve 

South Springvale v Box Hill United 
Warner Reserve 


State NW 3 

Cairnlea v La Trobe University 
Cairnlea Park 

Avondale Heights v Maribyrnong Greens 
Doyle Street Reserve 

Hume Utd v Melbourne University 
Laura Douglas Reserve 

Keilor Park v Sunbury Utd 

Keilor Park Reserve 

Sydenham Park v Geelong Rangers 
Keilor Lodge Reserve 

Whittlesea Utd v Yarraville Glory 
Thomas Street Recreation Res 


State SE 3 

Berwick City v Nunawading City FC 
Jack Thomas Reserve 

Fitzroy City v Waverley Wanderers 
Fairfield Park 

Mornington v Croydon City Arrows 
Dallas Brooks Park 

Frankston Pines v Old Scotch 
Monterey Reserve Sat 16 April 7:00PM 
North Caulfield v Peninsula Strikers 
Caulfield Park Sun 17 April 3:00PM 
Kingston City v Doveton 

The Grange Reserve Mon 18 April 8:30PM 


Provi NW 1 

FC Strathmore v Corio 

Strathnaver Reserve 

Laverton Park v Western Eagles 
Laverton Park Reserve 

Northern Falcons v North City Lions 
Hayes Park 

South Yarra v Westvale 

Fawkner Park (North Field) 

Surf Coast v Essendon Utd 

Quay Reserve 

Sporting Whittlesea v North Sunshine Eagles 
RGC Cook Reserve 


Provi SE 1 

Warragul Utd v Brandon Park 
Baxter Park (Warragul) 

Skye Utd v Old Melburnians 

Skye Recreational ... 

Hampton Park Utd v Mooroolbark 
KM Reedy Reserve 

Monash Uni v Old Camberwell Grammar 
Monash University 

Sandringham SC v Lyndale Utd 
Spring St Oval 

Springvale City v Beaumaris 
Ross Reserve 


Provi NW 2 

Bell Park v Hoppers Crossing 

Bell Park Sports Club 

Elwood City v Lalor Utd 

Elwood Park 

Melbourne City v Northern Roosters 
Edwards Reserve 

Moreland Utd v Epping City 
Moomba Park Reserve 

Plenty Valley Lions v Melbourne Tornado 
Sycamore Reserve 

Upfield v West Preston 

Gibb Reserve 


Provi SE 2 

Monbulk v Boroondara Eagles 
Monbulk Recreation Fri 15 April 8:30PM 
Ashburton United v Riversdale 
Ashburton Park 

Casey Kings v Seaford Utd 

Betula Park 

Caulfield United Cobras v Uni. of Melbourne 
Victory Park 

Endeavour Utd v Old Carey 

Reema Reserve 

Keysborough v Bayside Argonauts 
Coomoora Reserve 


Provi NW 3 

Brimbank Stallions v Balmoral FC 
Club Italia Sporti... 

Heidelberg Stars v Darebin Utd 
Cartledge Reserve 

Meadow Park Eagles v Essendon Royals 
Gladstone Park Res... 

Mill Park v Brunswick Zebras 

Findon Reserve 

Watsonia Heights v Youth Utd 

Gabonia Reserve 

Melton Phoenix FC v Moreland Wolves 
MacPhersons Park Sat 16 April 7:00PM 


Provi SE 3 

Collingwood City v Baxter 

Kevin Bartlett Res... 

Whitehorse Utd v Eltham Redbacks FC 
Terrara Park 

Noble Park v Brighton 

Norman Luth Reserve 

Old Trinity Grammarians v East Bentleigh 
Trinity Sports Ground 

Rowville Eagles v Middle Park FC 

Park Ridge Reserve 

Old Brighton Gram v White Star Dandenong 
Dendy Park 
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Monday 11th April 2011 


State and Provisional League|Wran 
Moreland City in Seventh Heaven 


By Michal Skrodsky 


Well crunch heads Round 2 has 
come and gone with some fan- 
tastic, fast-flowing, Brazilian- 
esque football displayed all over 
Victoria this week. 

Eh... who are we kidding it’s 
the State and Provi leagues 
we’re talking about, but there 
were some interesting results 
nonetheless and this reporter 
has them right here for you, 
packaged in a nice, small par- 
cel that will keep you up to date 
bang on every Monday. 


Okay, State 2 NW saw the first 
point deductions of the year with 
both Brunswick City and Westgate 
being docked 3 points for appar- 
ently fielding suspended players 
in Round 1, and word is Clifton 
Hill may lose 3 points too taking 
the official docked points tally up 
to 9 so far for the season. 

Clifton Hill, Moreland City and 
Werribee City made it two wins 
from two with Moreland’s 7-2 
win over Geelong the crunchiest 
result of the week. Altona East 
also had an entertaining 3-2 win 
in the Hellenic Derby over Bruns- 
wick City. 


State 2 SE had some funny results 
with all of last week’s winners go- 
ing down this week. 

The United men of Box Hill take 
top spot for this week after a 4-0 
pumping of Noble Park United. 
Eastern Lions also had a good 4-1 
away win over Malvern City. The 
only team without a point in this 
league so far is Doncaster Rovers 
who might need to set up some 
sort of stall at the local Westfield 


(colloquially known as “Shoppo”) 
to sign up some members and find 
new sponsors. 


State 3 NW also had no teams 
who won last week go on and 
make it two from two. Two teams 
that will push for promotion in 
Melbourne University and the 
purple eagles of Keilor Park 
squared off against eachother in 
what was match of the round but 
ended in a disappointing 0-0 draw. 
All games this week were pretty 
tight with Sunbury turning a 4-0 
loss from last week into a 3-0 win 
this week. Maribyrnong Greens 
and Hume United remain without 
a point after two rounds. 


In State 3 SE Old Scotch have 
taken an outright lead after a beef- 
filled 3-2 win over Mornington. 
But North Caulfield or Kings- 
ton can join as both their games 
haven’t been played yet. Croydon 
City seem to be struggling early 
on, conceding six goals in two 
games. Not much else can be said 
about this league as it remains 
close early on. 


In Provisional 1 NW at the Pol- 
ish Sport and Recreation Centre 
the pierogi and placki were hot as 
the pride and passion of the Polish 
community of Melbourne, West- 
ern Eagles, defeated fellow benia- 
minek (beniaminek directly trans- 
lated means darling or, Benjamin, 
but in Poland it is a word used for 
a team who was promoted last 
season. I for one think we need a 
word like this in English but for 
now I’|I just use beniaminek) 3-0 
and take top spot after two rounds. 
The three goals for the Eagles 


came in a mad 4 minute period in 
the first half. However the Eagles 
are only ahead of the chasing 
Hungarian powerhouse of Corio 
by goal difference. 

The highly fancied North Sun- 
shine again failed to fire this week 
with a 1-1 draw at home to Es- 
sendon United making it 2 points 
from 2 games. All teams have 
picked up at least one point in this 
league making this reporter think 
this will be a tight league with ev- 
ery team being a good chance of 
knocking off every other team. 


Provisional 1 SE saw Warragul 
United, Mooroolbark and Spring- 
vale City make it back to back 
wins while Old Camberwell, San- 
dringham and Brandon Park made 
it back to back losses. Daine Ad- 
ams continued his great early sea- 
son form scoring two of the Bark- 
ers’ three goals in their 3-1 away 
win at Lyndale United. Beaumaris 
had a last minute 4-3 win at home 
to Skye United. Thomas F Cannon 
was the hero of the day, Thomas 
“Tm not from Oakleigh” Cannon 
scored in the 90th minute sending 
the home fans into raptures. 


Provisional 2 NW saw Hoppers 
Crossing, Moreland United and 
West Preston share the peak of 
the table after 2 rounds with a full 
compliment of points. The same 
can’t be said about the Northern 
Roosters, Bell Park and Mel- 
bourne City who have a big fat 
doughnut in the Points column. 
Match of the week had to be Mo- 
reland United’s 5-3 crunch win 
against the Argentinian men of 
Melbourne City.William J Sis- 
manis (maybe a relation of Wil- 


liam J Bartholomew) scored the 
winner for West Preston in their 
1-0 win over bitter rivals Plenty 
Valley Lions. Next week’s match 
of the round in this reporter’s op- 
pinion will be Epping City travel- 
ling to Moomba Park Reserve to 
face Moreland United. 


Provisional 2 SE saw Caulfield 
United and Riversdale occupy 
the top two places of the ladder 
after both had wins this weekend. 
This week saw a lot less goals and 
much tighter games that were on 
a knife’s edge with 2-1 being the 
biggest scoreline. It looks like it 
will take a few more rounds to 
sort out who are the real deal in 
this league. 


Last week’s league of the week, 
Provisional 3 NW produced some 
more goals but not in the same 
copious amounts as last week. It 
is interesting that there is yet to 
be a drawn game in Provi 3 NW. 
Heidelberg Stars sit pretty on top 
of the ladder on goal difference 
following 3-1 win at Youth Unit- 
ed. The are being hotly chased 
by Essendon Royals, Brunswick 
Zebras and Meadow Park who all 
recorded wins this week. 

Next week’s match of the week 
will be Meadow Park vs Essen- 
don Royals in a top of the table 
showdown. Provisional 3 SE 
didn’t settle down this week with 
more blow out ice hockey scores. 
Rowville Eagles smashed 5 again, 
this week the victims of the Ro- 
manian sting were East Bentleigh. 
Middle Park had a solid 2-0 away 
win at Noble Park making them 
the only team to still have a clean 
sheet. Maybe Middle Park can 


lend some defenders to Eltham 
Redbacks who concede 4 this 
week to add to their 5 from last 
week. Old Brighton and Colling- 
wood City also haven’t dropped 
any points at this early stage of 
the season. 


Okay readers, this week I’ve de- 
cided to have a few regular seg- 
ments/mentions. The first one will 
be Thumping of the Week, this 
week it goes to Moreland City for 
their 7-2 win over Geelong. Next 
one will be, The Crunch Game 
at it’s Best, which looks at the 
most important game for next 
week. It’s hard to tell as it is still 
early on in the season but I’d say 
it would be Provisional 2 NW’s 
Moreland United hosting Epping 
City. Epping needs to show they 
are the real deal and not just pre- 
season wonders while Moreland 
will be looking to make it 3 from 
3. I will also keep count of points 
deducted by the FFV, we’re at 9 
after 8 rounds of VPL and 2 of the 
lower leagues. 


As always I encourange everyone 
to get to their local club. Support 
them with your hands, support 
them with your voice and make 
some noise to support the boys, 
because that’s what local football 
means to me. That’s how I like my 
State and Provisional leagues to 
be, proud and passionate! 


CRUNCHALOR! 


PS..Feel free to send in any pics 
of your team in action to news@ 
goalweekly.com so we can make 
a star out of you or post it up on 
our facebook page. 


ANOTHER READER 
COMPETITION!! 


FrontiCover 
Comp 


Goal! Weekly is just going 
crazy with reader competitions 
this week! 


All you have to do is post 

a picture of yourself with a 
front cover of a recent Goal! 
Weekly at a monumental place 
of interest or landmark on our 
Facebook page and you can 

be in the running to win a great 
prize. We'll even publish the 
best ones in the mag. 

Eiffel Tower? Statue of Liberty? 
Wembley? 

Leave the gnome at home and 
take a GW with you! 


We'll let the readers decide who 
the winner is by a democratic 
vote with the most likes 


In the meantime get cracking 
so you could win yourself a 
weekly prize! 


We’ll be selecting a lucky winner 
each week, and all you need to 
do to claim your prize is send us 
a message on our GW Facebook 
page - it’s that easy! 

To get the ball rolling we’ve got two 
fans circled at recent VPL games. 
The picture above was taken by 
photographer Peter Psarros at 
Green Gully versus Northcote City 
on the weekend, and the one below 
was taken last week by John Pun- 
shon at Richmond Eagles against 
Bentleigh Greens. 


You’ve got until noon this Friday to 
claim your prize. Good luck! 


Win yourself a Goal! Weekly 
subscription by spotting yourself in 
the crowd of an Alanic VPL game. 


Australian soccer legend, Eddie Krncevic represented the 
Socceroos 35 times and scored 17 goals. 

He played professionally in Europe for Dimano Zagreb 
(Croatia), MSV Duisberg (Germany), Mulhouse (France) and 


Anderlecht, FC Liege, Aalst and Charleroi in Belgium. 
Eddie is currently coach of VPL’s South Melbourne FC. 


With Eddie Krncevic 


Greetings football fans and 
welcome to another dose of 
Krncevic’s Crunchlines. 


I’ve managed to catch a fair few 
games this season and one thing 
that has really stood out to me 

is the amount of over the top 
tackling that is going unpun- 
ished by referees. I’m not sure 
if it’s because some players are 
aware that A-League scouts and 
coaches are reported to be in the 
crowd and they’re over zealous 
to impress is perhaps a cause and 
effect of this, but in my mind it 
is getting to the point of it being 
too dangerous, and if we’re not 
careful someone is going to get 
really hurt — potentially even 
career threatening. 

In my opinion the referees have 
to be more consistent in stamp- 
ing this type of behaviour out of 
the game. It seems to be occur- 
ring all too frequently and we 
must take responsibility of this 
issue before it’s too late. Yes, we 
all want to be winners at the end 
of the ninety minutes, but I don’t 
believe it should come at a cost 
of someone’s well being. 


I would also like to make a 
comment about Wayne Rooney’s 
antics last weekend when he 
swore down the lens of the 
camera to a live TV audience. 
Whilst quite disappointed by his 
actions and the example he set 
as a role model to the millions of 
youngsters watching around the 
world, I believe to some degree 
it wasn’t all that surprising. 
Unfortunately in today’s day 

and age the behaviour of the 
professional footballer leaves a 
lot to be desired. I don’t believe 
the two match ban was sufficient 
and the English FA should re- 
ally have come down harder on 
him. There’s no doubt that he’s 

a world class player, but that’s 
still no excuse or justification for 
what he did. Once again, | think 
it is a poor reflection of the val- 
ues and manners of our society 
and the direction we’re slowly 
heading. It’s all well and good to 
be passionate and committed to 
your cause, but a touch of class 
seems to be a human quality 
from a bygone era. 


A number of names have been 
associated with the Melbourne 
Victory job of late. Of course the 


latest one was Roy Keane. and 
it’s no secret that my name has 
also been linked to the job. In 
my opinion, the Victory fans 
are starving for a team that 
plays an open and entertaining 
style of play. Ange Postecoglou 
showed that a local coach can 
deliver on that promise when 
given a chance at Brisbane 
Roar. I don’t believe that the 
A-League clubs should be all 
too quick to jump on names 
that perhaps carried some weight 
of a reputation as players in 
the EPL. Ask Perth Glory what 
their afterthoughts were of Steve 
McMahon, or Ipswich Town or 
Sunderland what they thought 
Roy Keane actually brought to 
their clubs as a coach. 
I realise that the Australian 
football public is hell bent with 
an infatuation with the EPL. But, 
we actually have quite a number 
of talented people right here in 
Australia under our noses that 
can do the job and do the job 
well, and who understand the 
culture of our game and the style 
of play our fans want to see. 
Ernie Merrick did deliver two 
championships for Melbourne 
Victory, but in all due respect 
I believe that a number of fans 
weren’t entirely stimulated by 
the style of play that was ad- 
opted by them since the league 
began. Too predictable? Too 
narrow? Every is entitled to their 
opinion. However, the Barce- 
lona’s, Arsenal’s and to a certain 
extent the Brisbane Roar’s of 
this world display a style of 
football that is silky, slick and 
what the average fan would be 
happy to come pay and watch. 


S 
oor, 
puogearion 
WeTORA 


PORT MELBOURNE are the 
only team with maximum points 
at the end of round two and sit 
proudly on top of the ladder. Port 
were expected to be the bench 
mark of the competition this sea- 
son and they are proving to be 
at this early stage. Pascoe Vale 
put the first round loss behind 
them by crushing Preston Lions 
to bounce back in to contention. 
Southern Stars came back from 
a seemingly desperate position to 
record their first win of the season, 
as did Fawkner Blues who man- 
aged to get the better of Bulleen. 
North Geelong, FC Bulleen Lions 
and Preston Lions are yet to open 
their accounts. With the compe- 
tition being so tight and teams 
evenly matched no result can be 
considered a surprise. 


SHARKS PERFECT START 
CONTINUES 


Round two kicked off on Friday 
night at SS Anderson Reserve with 
Port Melbourne continuing their 
good start to the season with a 2-0 
win over North Geelong Warriors. 
The 2-0 score line flatters the Sharks 
who were made to work very hard 
for the win. North displayed great 
determination throughout the match 
and can consider themselves un- 
fortunate to come away from this 
match empty handed. Port left it 
very late to clinch the match with 
Mark Tsiorlas opening the scoring 
in the 81 minute and Joe Di Iorio 
sealing the win with 2 minutes left 
on the clock. It was devastating for 
North Geelong to concede so late in 
the game after they looked the more 
likely to get on the board. The open- 
ing 45 minutes saw the home team 
create a number of openings with 
the Warriors keeper rising to the oc- 
casion to deny the home team from 
scoring. The form was reversed in 
the second half with the visitors tak- 
ing control only to be denied with 
some smart saves by the Port Mel- 
bourne keeper. All the good work 
by North was undone in the closing 
stages with Port grabbing two late 
goals to register their second suc- 
cessive win. The Warriors showed 
plenty to suggest they will be a 
force and move up the ladder. 


PASCOE VALE FIRING ON 6 
CYLINDERS 


Pascoe Vale bounced back from 
their opening round one defeat to 
decisively defeat a poor Preston 
Lions side 6-0 in front of over 600 
spectators at Hosken Reserve on 
Saturday afternoon. Pascoe Vale 
took control from the first whistle 
and exposed the Preston defence 
at will. Pascoe Vale was like a well 
oiled machine with the team dis- 
playing great understanding, pro- 
ducing many fine moves. The game 
was as good as over by half time 
with ‘Paco’ racing to a 4-0 lead. 
The expected fight back by Preston 
to restore some respectability to the 
score line never eventuated, with 
the in form Pascoe Vale side add- 
ing 2 further goals after the break. 
Pascoe Vale goal scorers were Bale 
Micovski 2, with Joseph Yousef, 
Zlate Matlioski, Daniel Tribuzio 
and Jason Principato scoring a goal 
each. This was Preston’s heaviest 


defeat since the 5-0 loss to Bulleen 
in round 4 last year. It is early days 
yet, but the warning signs indicate 
Preston is in for another tough year. 


MAGIC AND ZEBRAS SHARE 
SPOILS 


Whittlesea Zebras and Altona Mag- 
ic played out the first drawn game 
of the 2011 first division season 
when they drew 2-2 at Epping Sta- 
dium on Sunday Afternoon. The Ze- 
bras were very dominant in the first 
half and deserved their goals lead 
scored by Vincent Faherty and Tex 
Apostolikas The confidence was 
oozing out of the Zebras players, 
but the home team was rocked just 
before the break with a goals scored 
by Tedros Yabio. The game was 
more of an even contest after the 
break with Magic’s players lifting 
their play in search of an equaliser. 
Magic managed to draw level in 
fortunate circumstances with only 7 
minutes remaining when a Whittle- 
sea Zebra’s defender scored an own 
goal for a final score of 2-2. It was 
a satisfying point for Altona Magic, 
but Whittlesea felt a little aggrieved 
at letting a 2 goal slip through their 


grasp. 


RYAN’S WONDER GOAL WINS 
IT FOR STARS 


Southern Stars staged a remarkable 
fight back to win a 3-2 thriller over 
Sunshine George Cross at Chaplin 
Reserve. It was end to end foot- 
ball throughout this match with the 
Georgies taking a 2 goal lead in the 
opening 20 minutes courtesy of a 
goal by Barry Devlin and an An- 
drew Bourakis converted penalty. 
The visitors were given a life line 
after 38 minutes when Georgie’s 
goalkeeper Mario Roza dropped a 
long range drive by Alan Mulcahy 
at the feet of former Georgie Chis 
Greechan. The big striker accepted 
the gift to put Southern Stars back 
in the game. Sunshine had a lucky 
let off just before the break when 
Mark Leech saw his dipping shot 
strike the cross-bar. At the other end 
a last minute block by Halil Gur 
denied Georgie’s Sam Gibson of a 
certain goal. It took only 2 minutes 
after the break for the Stars to be on 
level terms, when the referee harsh- 
ly judged Barry Devlin had fouled 
Keiren Fitzgerald. Alan Kearney 
made no mistake from the spot for 
a 2-2 score line. The visitors took 
the lead at the 55 minute mark 
with the goal of the game. The ball 
was punched clear by the Sunshine 
keeper to well outside the penalty 
area, only for Darragh Ryan to un- 
leash a powerful drive, that flew 
in to the back of the net like a jet 
fuelled rocket. It was a goal worthy 
to win any match and so it proved. 
Sunshine George Cross staged a 
series of attacks and went close 
several times to levelling, only to 
be denied by some desperate clear- 
ances and narrow misses. 
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Pascoe Vale keeper, Codey Larkin flings himself at the ball, but central de- 
fender, Daniel Tripuzio has already headed the ball out of danger. 
PHOTO: JOHN PUNSHON 


Victorian State League Division One with Gordon Bennett 
Sharks start season with plent 
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Pascoe Vale has just scored its Sth goal and they're pretty pleased with themselves. 
PHOTO: JOHN PUNSHON 
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Weekly 


SH WEST 
Rd 2: 
Port Melbourne 2 
(J Di Lorio M Tsiorlas) 
North Geelong Warriors 0 


Pascoe Vale 6 
Preston Lions 0 


Whittlesea Zebras 2 
Altona Magic 2 


Sunshine George Cross 2 
(B Devlin A Bourakis) 
Southern Stars 3 


Western Suburbs 1 
Langwarrin 1 


U21: Rd 2: 
Port Melbourne 1 
North Geelong Warriors 4 


Pascoe Vale 2 
Preston Lions 1 


Western Suburbs 3 
Langwarrin 2 


Whittlesea Zebras 3 
Altona Magic 2 
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Altona Magic 2 
Western Sub 2 
Pascoe Vale 2 
George Cross 2 
Southern Stars 2 
Bulleen Lions 1 
Fawkner Blues 1 
North Geelong 2 
Preston Lions 2 
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‘SL)Round|3} Fixtures) 


Port Melbourne v Western Suburbs 
SS Anderson Reserve 
Fri 15 April 8:30PM 


Southern Stars v Preston Lions 
Kingston Heath Soccer Complex 
Sat 16 April 3PM 


Langwarrin v Fawkner Blues 
Lawton Park Reserve 
Sat 16 April 3PM 


Sunshine George Cross v Nth Geelong 
Chaplin Reserve 
Sun 17 April 3:00PM 


Whittlesea Zebras v Pascoe Vale 
Epping Soccer Stadium 


LIONS GIVEN THE BLUES 


Fawkner Blues edged out fierce 
rival FC Bulleen Lions 1-0 at CB 
Smith Reserve for their first 3 points 
for the season and earn bragging 
rights until next time they meet. It 
took Simon Tolli only 3 minutes to 
settle the issue, and despite numer- 
ous chances going begging at each 
end, neither team could add to the 
score. Fawkner looked superior in 
the first half and should have led by 
more than their slender goal lead. 
Bulleen improved after the break 
and looked most threatening from 
dead ball situation. The final touch 


however deserted them. Fawkner 
was also guilty in this department, 
as they too could not put the issue 
beyond doubt, leaving the balance 
of the game in doubt until the final 
whistle. Bulleen have not made the 
start expected of them losing both 
their two opening match, which 
must be a concern for a team with 
high ambitions. 


LANGWARRIN HOLDS WEST- 
ERN SUBURBS 


After a very even first half where 
both teams got on the score board, 
Western Suburbs and Langwarrin 
had to settle for a point each in an 


Sun 17 April 3:00PM 
exciting clash at Ralph Reserve on 
Sunday afternoon. The visitors took 
an early lead in this match to contin- 
ue from where they left off in their 
last match. It didn’t take Suburbs 
long to get back on level terms when 
Dimitri Vithoulkas broke through to 


FC Bulleen Lions v Altona Magic 
Veneto Social Club 
Mon 18 April 8:30PM 
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beat the Michael Sivulja in the visi- PwoDL F A Pts 
tor’s goal. The heavy rain made the eee 2 2 ON ae 
goa". y rales WhitleseaZ 2 2 0 0 6 4 6 
ground slippery and at times it was BulleenLins 1 1 0 0 7 2 3 
a lottery with some heavy tackles —NorthGeelong 2 1 0 1 5 3 3 
‘ : © FawknerBlues 1 1 0 0 3 2 3 
going in. Western Suburbs took Cui 1. 0 2 
control in the second half but could Langwarin 2 1 0 1 4 4 3 
not capitalise on the many chances = WestenSub 2 1 20 1 5 9 3 
* AltonaMagic 2 0 0 2 4 6 O 

that were created. ou sides were nevi ae} Ga 
happy to take a point from the game —portMelboume2 0 «0 «2 «1 «5 (OO 
and both must be satisfied with the GeorgeCross 1 0 0 1 2 7 «O 


start to their 2011 campaign. 
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All eyes on FOz Cup and relegation battles 


By Peter Parthimos & 
Matthew Montgomery 


Fitzroy FC 5-4 Collingwood FC 
UPDATE: Fitzroy FC sign off the 10- 
11 season with a come from behind win 
against already relegated FC Colling- 
wood. A well earned brace from Samin 
Mehrjeri and a late penalty from influen- 
tial striker Haider Noor (also two goals) 
was enough to see Fitzroy secure 7th spot 
and a place in the FOz CUP. Fitzroy FC 
will now have to lift their game as they 
will be facing 2nd placed Metropolitan 
FC in the Ist round of the Cup. Although 
they battled and gave their all over the 
duration of the season, FC Collingwood 
will have to wait until the 2011 State 
LEAGUE Championship resumes to try 
and re-gain their top flight status. Fitzroy 
won 5 — 4 in the end. 


Metropolitan FC 7-3 Brimbank FC 
UPDATE: Brimbank FC go down to old 
rivals Metropolitan FC 7 — 3 in the sec- 
ond clash of the night. Metro will again 
be ruing missed chances and dropped 
points over the season for the second year 
in a row as they completed their 10-11 
campaign on a positive note in prepara- 
tion for the Cup. It was a welcome return 
for Metro’s Ivan Zilic as he scored 3 qual- 
ity goals. Having Zilic back in the squad 
created another avenue to goal and eased 
scoring pressure on regular scorer Dino 
Redzepovic, whose form has dipped in 
recent weeks. As for Brimbank, they fin- 
ish 11th position as they had an up and 
down season and will have to face 2nd 
placed State LEAGUE team FC Balwyn 
over 2 legs of relegation battles. 


Pascoe Vale FC 9-4 Nth Melb FC 
UPDATE: Pascoe Vale FC finishes off 
the season on a high note after disposing 
of 3rd placed Nth Melbourne FC in style. 
North were certainly up for the challenge 
as they played with gusto early in the first 
half and took it up to the new champs 
with impressive goals from Brenno Po- 
latti (2 goals) & Tiago Priori (1). PVFC 
looked shell-shocked as they went 4-2 
down at the break. In the second half, (as 
champions do....) Pascoe Vale rose to the 
challenge. A 5 goal haul from Joao Da 
Silva was the difference in the end as the 
Dark Blues depleted squad grew tired and 
couldn’t repeat their first half efforts as 
they were held scoreless in the final half. 
The 10-11 season Champions running out 
comfortable winners 9 — 4 in the end. It 
was a good final indicator for both teams 
are at, as final preparations for the Cup 
begin. 


Photos By MATT MONTGOMERY 
& JAMES SOUFIS 


Follow us on: 


FC Collingwood's 
C. Holmes and A. 
Bhadaway are go- 
ing to have to pull 
their socks up in the 
State LEAGUE next 
season after being 
relegated. 


FC Prahran’s Maxi 
Avram leads his 
side to the FOz Cup 
and — Premiership 
Safety with 3 crucial 
goals to defat FC 


Essendon. 


Pascoe Vale FC's 
Joao Da Silva in full 
flight against North 
Melbourne as he 
shoots his way to the 
leading goal scor 
ers title for the 10- 
11 season with 49 
goals. 


CF Brunswick's new 
Futsalroo recruit Dan- 
ny Ngaluafe flew down 
from Queensland to 
take on Hume FC. 


Mickleham FC 5-8 Ashburton FC 

UPDATE: Ashburton FC confirm 
their 4th spot by defeating top 8 hope- 
fuls Mickleham FC 8 — 5 in a thrilling 
clash. Ashburton’s Mauricio Novak had 
a stand out performance kicking 4 qual- 
ity goals and along with a hat-trick from 
‘the Mercurial One’ James Blackburn, it 
made for quite an entertaining spectacle. 
It was a crucial game for Mickleham as 
they needed a win to secure 8th position, 
as braces from both Josh Berrios and 
Anthony Colosimo were not enough to 
prevent the loss to Ashburton. The Mick- 
leham defeat meant that all eyes were to 
fall on the last clash of the night between 
FC Prahran and FC Essendon. A nail bit- 
ing finish was sure to be on the cards. 


Hume FC 6-5 CF Brunswick FC 
UPDATE: CF Brunswick and Hume 
FC are two of the most physical and de- 
termined teams in the league. This was 
always going to be a clash that would 
have all neutral supporters frothing at the 
mouth in anticipation of the result. After 
being outplayed early on, CF Brunswick 
clawed their way back from a 5 —2 deficit 
and got to onto level terms with 3 fantas- 
tic goals from regular goal scorer Munya 
Nyadzayo. Futsalroo & Queenslander 
Danny Ngaluafe made his debut for CFB 
and didn’t disappoint, slotting a much 
needed penalty and adding much needed 
composure to a hardened Brunswick line 
up. With only seconds remaining, Resit 
Culculoglu slotted home the winner for 
Hume after CFB missed chance after 
chance hitting the post three times. 6 — 5 
in the end as CFB finish 10th and will 
face 3rd placed State League team FC 
Footscray in the relegation battles while 
Hume FC finish Sth and will face Ash- 
burton FC in the FOz CUP. 


FC Prahran 8-6 FC Essendon 
UPDATE: FC Prahran were triumphant 
against a persistent FC Essendon to en- 
sure premiership FUTSAL next season. 
The three points for Prahran meant that 
they pipped Mickleham FC (9th) at the 
finish line for the last remaining FOz 
CUP spot (8th). In a replay of the 2009 
FOz CUP FC Prahran again overcame 
the odds and defeated the 2009 League 
Champions 8 — 6. Maxi Avram led the 
way for Prahran with a hat-trick, in 
which two goals could have easily been 
goal of the week. Avram did not do it 
alone as he was well supported with 
braces from both Armstrong and Muk- 
tar. There was also another exciting cli- 
max to the season to be decided in this 
last clash of the night, as FC Essendon’s 
Alexander Stevanovic was going for his 
record breaking Sth straight leading goal 
scorer title. Surprisingly Alex could only 
manage | goal for the night, taking his 
season tally to 46 goals, leaving PVFC’s 
Joao Da Silva to take out the award with 
49 premiership goals. FC Essendon fin- 
ish in 6th position and will face Nth Mel- 
bourne in the Cup, while Prahran face 
league champions Pascoe Vale. 
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V-League - Final 


PWD LF AGDPts 
22201 1197 73124 61 
22161 5171 99 72 49 


1 Pascoe Vale FC 
2 Metropolitan FC 


3 Nth Melbourne FC 22140 8117 92 25 42 
4 Ashburton FC 22132 7132116 16 41 
5 Hume FC 22123 7117 96 21 39 
6 FC Essendon 22 9310120 140 -20 30 
7 Fitzroy FC 22 9211 96123 -27 29 
8 FC Prahran 22 8113 104 135 -31 25 
9 Mickleham FC 22 7213 123 143 -20 23 
10 CF Brunswick 22 6214 92134 -42 20 
11 Brimbank FC 22 6016 86127 -41 18 
12 FC Collingwood 22 3118 71148 -77 10 


Round 22 Results 
Wed April 6th 


6:30 Fitzroy FC v FC Collingwood §-4 
¢7:15 Metropolitan FC v Brimbank FC. 7-3 
8:00 Pascoe Vale FC v Nth Melbourne FC 9-4 
8:45 Mickleham FC v Ashburton FC 5-8 
9:30 Hume FC v CF Brunswick 6-5 
10:15 FC Prahran v FC Essendon 8-6 


2010/11 Futsal Cup Draw 


‘nd 1 Elimination Wed April 13th 


7:15 (2nd) Metropolitan FC v (7th) Fitzroy FC 
8:00 (1st) Pascoe Vale FC v (8th) FC Prahran 
8:45 (4th) Ashburton FC v_ (5th) Hume FC 
9:30 (3rd) Nth Melbourne FC v (6th) FC Essendon 


V-League Top Scorers 


{.Joao Da Silva (PVFC) 49 goals 
2.Alexander Stevanovic (FCE) 46 
3.Alija Redzepovic (MFC) 37 
4 Leonardo Correa (AFC) 36 


1st Leg April Sunday 17th 


*7:45 (SL 2nd) Balwyn v (VL 11th) Brimbank 
*8:00 (SL 3rd) Footscray v (VL 10th) Brunswick 
*8:45 (SL 4th) Albert Park v (VL 9th) Mickleham 


State League Championship 


P WDL F AGD Pts 


1 FC Melbourne 18150 3 88 5434 45 


2 FC Balwyn 18102 6120 8634 32 
3 FC Footscray 18 91 8105 8322 28 
4 Albert Park FC 18 91 8107107 0 28 
5 FC Geelong 18 8010 84 82 2 24 
6 Doncaster FC 18 8010107 122-15 24 
7 FC Carlton 18 7110100100 0 22 
8 Melb Uni FC 18 7011 73 104-31 21 
9 Bentleigh FC 18 5013 96 135-39 15 
10 Elsternwick FC * 18 91 8 95102 -7 10° 


State League Championship 
season Round 18 Sun Mar 20th 


*7:40 FC Footscray v Doncaster FC 5-7 
8:20 FC Melbourne v Albert ParkFC 4-6 
9:00 FC Geelong v Bentleigh FC 7-4 
9:40 Melbourne UniFC vFC Balwyn 5-1 
+10:20 FC Carlton v Elsternwick FC 9-0 


State League Championship 
catch Up Games Sun Mar 27th 


+7:40 FC Balwyn v Doncaster FC 5-6 
+7:40 Doncaster FC v Elsternwick FC 0-9 


State League Top Scorers 


1.Rob Zadwarny FCB 43 goals 
2.Peter Kratkt EFC 41 goals 
3.Matt Italiano FCB 30 goals 


Catch the 
Futbol Town Show 
every Tuesday 7pm 


on C31 and C44 Digital 


itsaL@z TV 


Monday 11th April 2011 
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BENTLEIGH GREENS 


Match Details 


Bentleigh Line-up: 1. (GK, C) Peter 
GAVALAS, 3. Thomas MATHEWS, 
4. Craig SMART, 8. Wayne 
WALLACE, 9. Sean McILROY, 

10. Hayden DOYLE, 12. Adam 
FADLJEVIC, 14. Aron WILFORD, 
16. Ryan DAVIDSON, 17. Jack 
WEBSTER, 22. Stuart NICHOLSON 
Subs: 31. (GK) Kile KENNEDY, 

7. James McGARRY, 24. Declan 
KEOGH, 25. Jonathan BOUNAS 
Goals: Mcllroy 25, 45+2’ (P), Wilford 
66’, Nicholson 90+2’ 

Yellow Cards: Mathews 35’, Doyle 
42’, Davidson 45+3’. 

Red Cards: none 


Hume City Line-up: 18. (GK) Kenny 
GEROH, 22. Phillip RICCOBENE, 
2. Adam NAKIC, 7. Isyan ERDO- 
GAN, 19. Slave BOZINOVSKI, 

17. Mark McGOUGH, 21. Dusko 
DELIC, 11. Andy VLAHOS, 4. Mark 
PISTININZI, 15. Zoran PETREVSKI, 
10. Richard CARDOZO. 

Subs: 9. Evan VAN DER BYL, 25. 
Atila OFLI, 3. Fabio Di LIZIA, 23. 
Steven WEIR, 32. Khadir IRFANO- 
GLU 

Goals: Cardozo 48’ 

Yellow Cards: Erdogan 40’& 63’, 
Vlahos 61’, Petrevski 63’, Pistininzi 
77’, Weir 87’. 

Red Cards: Geroh 45’, Erdogan 63’ 


Hayden Doyle shows a clean pair of heels to Andy Vlahos 


Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 
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Bentleigh Batter Sinful City 


By Rory Flanagan 


The Bentleigh Greens punished 
an ill-disciplined Hume City outfit 
with a 4-1 thrashing at Kingston 
Heath on Friday night. In truth, the 
margin would have been far great- 
er if the home side had not been so 
profligate in front of goal. 

Two red cards and a pair of goals 
from Sean Mcllroy gave John Anasta- 
siadis his first win in his first game at 
the Greens helm. 

Playing on the left hand side of 
midfield in place of the injured Scott 
Bulloch, Craig Smart got the home 
fans excited early with a thunderous 
volley fizzing over the crossbar inside 
five minutes. 

The hosts continued their early at- 
tacking impetus with Stuart Nich- 
olson manoeuvring into the box and 
sending a teasing ball across the face 
of goal with no one on the receiving 
end. 

Under new coach John Anastasiadis, 

the Greens appeared to have more 
confidence. A flowing move set up 
Hayden Doyle who struck a low drive 
at the bottom corner, turned behind by 
Kenny Geroh. 
From the following corner Bentleigh 
opened the scoring. Aron Wilford 
chased down the corner punched away 
by Geroh before delivering a stunning 
cross onto the head of Sean Mcllroy 
who executed a textbook header into 
the far corner. 

After setting up a goal, Wilford was 
keen to get on the scoresheet himself. 
Doyle picked out the ex-Thunder man 
with another good corner, but Wil- 
ford’s header was blocked on the line 
and cleared to safety. 

When Hume were given the oppor- 
tunity to attack, Slave Bozinovski got 
a shot on target after a ricochet inside 
the area which Peter Gavalas held. 

Bentleigh were keeping possession 

better than that of previous weeks and 
after a dominant spell, Isiyan Erdogan 
brought it to an abrupt halt with a rash 
challenge on Craig Smart, a deserved 
yellow card being issued to the Hume 
number seven. 
Tempers were flaring as Hayden 
Doyle followed Erdogan into the ref’s 
book for reacting angrily towards 
Dusko Delic. 

On the stroke of half time, Kenny 
Geroh was sent off for kicking out at 
Stuart Nicholson witha penalty award- 
ed to Bentleigh. Mark McGough made 
way for Evan Van Der Byl who took 
Geroh’s place between the posts. The 
debutante’s first challenge was facing 


led 


Lhe tore t 


The gloves are off, and so is Kenny Geroh, sent off late 
in the first half, Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


up to a penalty from Sean Mcllroy, 
but there was little he could do as the 
striker absolutely blasted the ball into 
the top corner off the underside of the 
crossbar, extending the lead. 
City faced an uphill struggle in the 
second period, with a two goal deficit 
and a man down. 

The margin was quickly reduced to 
one goal only three minutes in. Richie 
Cardozo sprinted at full speed but 
still managed to control Andy Vlahos’ 
rocket of a pass on his chest. With 
his second touch he clipped the ball 
over the advancing Peter Gavalas, the 
strike grazing the crossbar on its way 
into the back of the net. 

When Ryan Davidson rifled a half 
volley at goal, Evan Van Der Byl 
showed he was no pushover. The 
young goalkeeper pulled off a superb 
reaction save and still managed to 
catch the shot. 

Dusko Delic was replaced by Steven 
Weir in the 56th minute as Hume 
looked to continue their momentum 
with another striker on the pitch. 

The hosts regained their composure 
and kept possession for a lengthy pe- 
riod, working the ball around to tire 
the ten men of Hume. 

City Player/coach Vlahos earned him- 
self a yellow card after several fervent 
and frustrated challenges in the space 
of five minutes. 

When focusing in his attacking duties, 
Vlahos timed his run well to meet an 


incisive Adam Nakic pass but Gava- 
las snuffed out the chance in the blink 
of an eye after dashing off his line and 
diving at Vlahos’ feet. 

Hume’s battle took another turn for 
the worse when Isiyan Erdogan re- 
ceived his marching orders for a sec- 
ond yellow card in the 63rd minute. 
Zoran Petrevski also collected a yel- 
low for protesting. 

Bentleigh capitalised on the abun- 
dance of space in the Hume half and 
restored the two goal buffer through 
Aron Wilford in the 66th minute. 
Known better for his defensive prow- 
ess, the giant centre-back cut in from 
the left flank, danced around his 
marker and fired into the bottom cor- 
ner giving Van Der By! little chance. 
Speedy striker Stuart Nicholson drew 
another strong save from Van der Byl 
with a low strike from 18 yards fol- 
lowing an intelligent cut back from 
Craig Smart. 

Hume City were in damage control 
and Nicholson again saw an effort 
denied by Van der Byl, getting down 
well to his left. 

Sensing a chance for a goal differ- 
ence-boosting win, John Anastasiadis 
threw on fresh legs in James McGarry 
and Jonathan Bounas in place of Sean 
Mcllroy and Ryan Davidson. McGar- 
ry’s first involvement set up Nichol- 
son who missed yet another chance, 
prodding wide of the far post. 
Another reckless challenge resulted 


Tom Mathews takes on Andy Vlahos (front) in an aerial 
duel. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


in Mark Pistininzi being booked, the 
Hume defender flying in late with 
studs raised. 

Former Northcote striker Nicholson 
was desperate to get on the scoresheet 
as he sent a powerful swerving volley 
over the angle of both post and cross- 
bar. 

With all the time and space in the 
world, Jonathan Bounas tried his luck 
from distance but couldn’t beat the 
impressive Van der Byl who sensa- 
tionally tipped his fellow debutant’s 
effort wide. 

The home side were queuing up and 
McGarry should have done better 
when he collected Thomas Mathews’ 
cross and hit the side netting from 10 
yards out. 

Adam Fadljevic was next to miss, 
continuing his side’s lacklustre perfor- 
mance in front of goal. 

Whenever the Greens did manage 


to hit the target, the one man arm 
of Evan Van der Byl was on hand t 
thwart them as he denied Nicholso 
for the fourth time. 

Steven Weir received the elevent 
card of the cantankerous clash for 
petulant foul on 87 minutes. 
Incredibly another chance went bes 
ging as McGarry steered a divin 
header off target, leaving the majorit 
of Greens fans shaking their heads 1 
disbelief. 

On another night he may have bagge 
four, five or even six, Stuart Nicholso 
finally scored in injury time to wrap u 
the three points and give John Ana: 
tasiadis his first win in charge of th 
Greens. 

Bentleigh travel to Dandenong o 
Saturday night next week whil 
Hume host South Melbourne on Sut 
day afternoon. 
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When Hume City’s Richie Cardozo sent this shot into the roof of the net early in the second half it 
looked like game on, but Bentleigh took over to score an emphatic victory. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 
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Cannons leave Saints still 
searching for a win 


OAKLEIGH CANNONS 


we 
ew 


Oakleigh Cannons: 

23. A.Bran, 13. B.Damianos, 22. 
J.Downey, 25. C.Goodwin, 18. 
S.Hatzikostas, 16. F.Lagana, 19. 
D.Milovanovic, 7. B.Obradovic, 
6. R.Tavsancioglu, 12. L.Walker, 
1. P.Zios 


Goals: Downey 4’, Milovanovic 
32’, Goodwin 73’. 


St.Albans Saints: 

20. A.Lonaric, 6. A.Paleka, 19. 
M.Grgic, 16. T.Uskok, 23. T. Mi- 
lardovic, 4. M.Cuze, 8. L.Cannell, 
18. S.Piorkowski, 14. M.Paleka, 
17. D.Visevic, 9. J.Loncaric... 
Subs: G.Jozeljic, B.Chesson, 
M.Hana, M.Alibeli, S.Pavolic 


By Jack Henty 


In ideal weather conditions 
at Jack Edwards Reserve on 
Friday night involved a fiery 
encounter between the Oak- 
leigh Cannons and the win- 
less St. Albans Saints in their 
quest to attain their first vic- 
tory for the 2011 Alanic Vic- 
torian Premier League sea- 
son. Unfortunately for the 
visitors, they were unable to 
come away with any points 
as the home side managed to 
dominate possession and be 
victorious 3 — 0 in front of a 
modest crowd. 

The Cannons managed to 
trouble the scorers early in the 
piece through James Downey 
in the fourth minute who man- 
aged to manoeuvre the ball 
through a congested box to 
get the Cannons off to the start 
they dreamed of. St. Albans 
attempted to work themselves 
into the game by trying to 
hang onto the ball for as pos- 
sible but the immense pressure 
caused by Oakleigh’s midfield 
prevented this tactic from be- 
ing successful. St. Albans’ 
first scoring opportunity of the 
game came in the eighteenth 
minute when Maks Cuze took 


a strike from beyond the box 
only to be brilliantly saved by 
Peter Zois with an acrobatic 
dive to the top left corner to 
prevent the ball from going 
in to the back of the net. This 
brilliant save from Zois man- 
aged to re-spark the Cannons 
and in the 32nd minute Dane 
Milovanovic managed to kick 
truly from penalty to extend 
the margin to 2 -0 which were 
the scores heading into the 
half time break. However, 
in the 43rd minute Ramazan 
Tavsancioglu earned himself 
a yellow card due to an unfair 
tackle which seemed to ignite 
some passion out of the St. Al- 
bans players as a brief scuffle 
between players of both teams 
brought the home crowd fanat- 
ics into the game. 

The second half mirrored the 
first half’s continuous attack- 
ing press from the Cannons as 
they attempted desperately to 
put the game beyond doubt and 
takeaway maximum points. 
Bonel Obradovic impressed 
for the home side in the sec- 
ond half as he made countless 
efforts to take the ball forward 
and put extreme pressure on 
the St. Albans’ defence. Mean- 


while for St. Albans it was 
Daniel Visevic who was awed 
by the crowd as he provided 
some drive and skilful transi- 
tions in a bid to get his side 
back into the match. Oakleigh 
were finally able to put the 
game beyond doubt in the 73rd 
minute courtesy of some fancy 
footwork and an impressive 
run by youngster Craig Good- 
win who was able to beat sev- 
eral St. Albans’ defenders and 
reached the bottom left corner. 
Goodwin’s goal brought the 
scoreboard to read 3 -0 as the 
scores remained unchanged 
for the rest of the game. To 
Oakleigh’s credit they contin- 
ued to press and find avenues 
to have shots goal, in particu- 
lar the creative run and energy 
from substitute Melvin Becket 
who provided excitement for 
the crowd right up until the fi- 
nal whistle. 

Oakleigh will hope to hold 
their spot in the top four as 
they venture to Kevin Bartlett 
Reserve next week against 
Richmond meanwhile St. Al- 
bans will again try to attain 
their first win of the season as 
they will contest against the 
Melbourne Knights at home. 


Craig Goodwin seals the win with some fancy footwork and 
a nicely taken goal. Photo: ANITA MILAS 
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Blues Down Nine Man Gully 


GREEN GULLY CAVALIERS 


NORTHCOTE CITY 


(6) 


Green Gully: 1. Nikola 
ROGANOVIC, 2. Daniel 
JONES, 4. Cameron 
DRAKE, 7. Jeffrey FLEM- 
ING, 8. Jason HAYNE, 9. 
Brent FISHER (15. Hamid 
BASMA), 10. Graham 
HOCKLESS, 12. Mathew 
SANDERS, 16. Mile MED- 


NOZ. 
Un-Used Subs: 23. Mason 
INTERLANDI, 6. Michael 
ANDERSON, 20. Joshua 
PUGH. 


Northcote City: 22. Christo- 
pher PETROPOULOS, 3. 
Kristian KONSTANDINIDIS, 
2. Adriano CHIAPETTA, 
12, Hayden D’AGOSTINO, 
16. Paul SAVIO, 10. Glen 
TRIFIRO, 25. Jason TRI- 
FIRO (9. Trent RIXON), 

14. Eduardo SOARES, 5. 
Nick TZOULIS (11. Harry 
KINIGOPOULOS), 8. Nick 
CURTIS, 18. James KA- 
LAFATIDIS (17. Rodrigo 
COVARUBBIAS). 

Un-Used Subs: 1. Charlie 
TREACY. 


By David Manuca 


Northcote City have won their 
second successive game after a 
hard fought 3-2 win over Green 
Gully at Green Gully Reserve 
on windy and wet Saturday af- 
ternoon. 

Northcote found themselves up 
3-0 early in the second half thanks 
to goals from Eduardo Soares and 
brothers Jason and Glen Tifiro. 
Johnathon Munoz and Jason 
Hayne netted two late goals for 
Green Gully but it wasn’t enough 
to get a point for the home side. 
There were five goals, two red 
cards and plenty of action for the 
200-odd fans there to witness the 
contest. 

Green Gully made no changes to 
the starting eleven that defeated 
Dandenong Thunder last week, 
only bringing in Mason Interlandi 
and Joshua Pugh for Ryan Oller- 
ton and Michael O’Farrell on the 
bench. 

Northcote City also named the 
exact same starting eleven from 
last round’s 4-1 win over Heidel- 
berg, but made three changes on 
the bench replacing Alvaro Car- 
illo, George McHeileh and Alva- 
ro Carillo for the returning Trent 
Rixon and Harry Kinigopoulos. 
Even though there were two goals 
in the first half of the game there 
weren’t many opportunities for 
either side. 

It took until seven minutes into 
the match until the first shot on 
goal but Adrian Chiapetta blasted 
a free kick from a fair distance 
out high and wide for Northcote. 
Green Gully had their first oppor- 
tunity ten minutes in when Andy 
Vargas received the ball out left 
from Hayne, cutting inside and 
taking a shot on goal which was 
saved by Northcote goalkeeper 
Christopher Petropoulos. 

Green Gully had the next op- 
portunity and should have scored 
from it when Andy Vargas re- 
ceived a through ball out left, be- 
fore going around the keeper and 
crossing the ball into the back 
post where Cameron Drake vol- 
leyed the ball towards goal, but 
it was blocked on the line by a 
Northcote defender. 

That block proved to be a pivotal 
point in the match as Northcote 
found themselves ahead just five 


minutes later. 

Mile Medjedovic fouled Ja- 
son Trifiro right on the edge of 
the area recieving a yellow card 
in the process. Eduardo Soares 
stepped up and just like last week 
curled in a beautiful free kick to 
put Northcote in the lead. 

The crowd couldn’t believe 
what they were seeing as North- 
cote doubled their advantage only 
two minutes later. 

The man who won the free kick 
which resulted in the opening 
goal, Jason Trifiro, found himself 
with heaps of space in the area 
and placed a shot past Gull goal- 
keeper Nikola Roganovic into 
the bottom right corner to make 
it two nil. 

Three minutes later, in the 36th 
minute, Green Gully found them- 
selves in further trouble when 
Cameron Drake was shown a 
straight red card. 

Jeffrey Fleming was becoming 
frustrated and earnt himself a yel- 
low card two minutes later for a 


needless challenge, something 
that would come back and haunt 
him late on. 


Northcote went into the break 
the better side with a mans’ ad- 
vantage and more importantly a 
two goal advantage. 

They came out of the break look- 

ing for a third and Soares found 
himself with a good chance from 
a free kick after a foul on Nick 
Curtis just two minutes in. 
Soares curled his shot into the 
top right corner but Roganovic 
arrived just in time to keep the 
ball out. 
Nine minutes into the second half 
and Northcote used their extra 
advantage to full effect and added 
a third goal. 

Glen Trifiro received the ball on 
the edge of the area and with his 
first touch turned and unleashed a 
curling effort giving Roganovic 
absolutely no chance. 

Green Gully manager, Lubo 
Lapsansky, was feeling the pres- 
sure and had to act deciding to 
bring on Pasquale Vizzari for 
Medjedovic to add some extra 
flair up-front. 

Northcote manager, Peter Tso- 
lakis, had the same idea and 
brought on Trent Rixon a few 
minutes later in place of goal- 


AVPL soccer action from Saturday's clash between Green Gully and Northcote City. 
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scorer Jason Trifiro. 

A minute later Green Gully 
pulled a goal back thanks to 
Johnathon Munoz. A free kick 
from 40 yards out went through 
everyone and Munoz had the 
easy task of tapping the ball home 
from close range. 

But a minute after that Jeffrey 
Fleming received his second yel- 
low card of the match forcing 
Green Gully to play with nine- 
men for the rest of the match. 
Trent Rixon nearly scored with 
his first strike on goal after com- 
ing on but after controlling a ball 
in out from the right he sprayed 
his shot wide of the goal. 


Remarkably, even with nine men, 
Green Gully scored a second to 
bring them back to just one goal 
with ten minutes remaining. 

Jason Hayne was released one 
on one with Petropoulos and 
made no mistake slotting the ball 
into the back of the net. 

Northcote couldn’t believe that 
they had let a three goal advan- 
tage slip even with more players 
on the pitch. 

They tried to score a fourth to 
finally put the game to rest but 
shots from Kalafatidis and Rixon 
went wide of the goal. 

In the 89th minute Graham Hock- 
less found himself with space on 


Northcote City races out to a 3-0 lead with the third goal coming from Glen Trifiro, seen here Glen Trifiro on the ball for Noethcote City. 


celebrating with team-mates. PHOTO: PETER PSARROS 


PHOTO: PETER PSARROS 


the edge of the area and let rip a 
strike that was brilliantly saved 
by Petropoulos to keep his side 
in-front. 

The referee added three minutes 
on to the end of the match but 
Northcote held on well to earn a 
valuable three points and conflict 
Green Gully to their fifth loss of 
the season. 

Green Gully will take on Heidel- 
berg United in Round 9 of the 
AVPL season whilst Northcote 
City host Springvale White Ea- 
gles at the same time on the same 
day. 


Jeff Fleming sees red. 
PHOTO: PETER PSARROS 
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MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


~MELBOURNE 
KNIGHTS 


Heidelberg United line up: 1. Griffin Mc 
MASTER, 22. Ben WEARING, 14. Craig 
ELVIN, 16. Steve MARTIN, 3. Les DOUM- 
BALIS, 7. Hamlet ARMENIAN, 21. Richard 
GREER, 11. Evan CHRISTODOULOU, 
23. Takanori NISHIMOTO (10. Jason 
SAMARGIS 89’), 20. Saso ALEKSOVSKI 
(8. Andrew NABOUTT 79’), 18. Osagie 
EDARADO. 


SUBS NOT USED: 32. Jason KOUTSOD- 
ONTIS, 5. George PAPADOPOLOUS, 13. 
Matthew TANSEVSKI. 


GOALS: Christodoulou 26’, Aleksovski 60’ 


CAUTIONS: Samargis 


Melbourne Knights line up: 1. Martin 
JOHN, 3. Ryan FILIPOVIC, 4. Ben 
SUREY, 5. Leo SHIN, 6. Meyer Carlos DE 
CAMARGO JUNIOR (21. Aaron ROMEIN 
81’), 8. Josip MAGDIC, 10. Josip KOZIC 
(22. Craig SWEENEY 67’), 11. Anthony 
COLOSIMO, 14. Jean Charles DUBOIS, 
15. Yusuf Yusuf (23. Matheiu WELMANT 
67’), 18. Daniel DRAGICEVIC. 


SUBS NOT USED: 2. Shaun ROMEIN, 
19. Adam Zilic. 


GOAL: Sweeney 87’ 


CAUTIONS: De Camargo Junior, Filipovic 


Player of the Match: Richard Greer 
(Heidelberg United) 


Crowd: 1250 at the Olympic Village, 
Heidelberg 


Photo: DANIEL FLIS 


Bergers Prevail After A Hard 
Knights’ Work 


By John Fotinos 


Heidelberg United shrugged 
off a determined Melbourne 
Knights outfit to claim a 
hard-fought 2-1 victory at 
the Olympic Village on Sun- 
day evening. 

Goals in either half to Evan 
Christodoulou & Saso Aleks- 
ovksi gave the home side a 2-0 
advantage on the hour mark, 
before a late Knights’ goal 
from substitute Craig Sweeney 
rounded out the scoring. 
The result eases the pressure 
slightly for Heidelberg, which 
moves up to eighth spot on the 
table, and leaves the Knights 
slightly precariously placed in 
tenth position. 

The visiting Melbourne 
Knights were able to field a 
relatively full squad, in con- 
trast to their hosts, who were 
missing several starters, most 
noticeably midfielder Adrian 
Caceres who is trialling in 
Indonesia, as well as the sus- 
pended Yared Hailemelkot 
and Johnny Lazaridis. 

The first period of play was 
marked by a fairly cautious 
approach by both teams, per- 
haps indicative of the tension 
in the respective camps due 
to the awareness of how vital 
getting all three points would 
prove to be. For Heidelberg, 
Aleksovski hit a well-timed 
volley that was charged down, 
and for the Knights, Magdic 
had two efforts on goal in the 
first twenty minutes of play. 

The opening goal came from 


a set piece, with Aleksovski 
floating in a relatively in- 
nocuous ball into the penalty 
area. The Knights’ defence 
briefly hesitated, allowing an 
unmarked Christodoulou to 
glance home past Martin John 
to give Heidelberg a 1-0 lead 
after 26 minutes. 

The rest of the first half was 
evenly balanced as both sides 
tried to stretch each other’s de- 
fences without great success. 
However, just moments before 
the main break, the Knights’ 
failure to deal with a set-piece 
saw Osagie Ederaro of Heidel- 
berg rattle the cross bar with a 
header, with the ball scrambled 
away by the Knights. 

With a 1-0 lead at half-time, 
Heidelberg sought to up the 
tempo early in the second half, 
and were duly rewarded in the 
60th minute, when Ederaro 
played a ball through to Alek- 
sovki, whose angled volley 
across Martin John found the 
back of the net to extend the 
home side’s lead to 2-0. 

The Knights were unfortunate 
not to peg a goal back min- 
utes later, when Josip Magdic 
smashed a powerful shot into 
the cross bar, as the visitors 
threw more players forward in 
search of an opening. As the 
gaps began to open up in the 
Knights’ defence, Heidelberg 
might have settled the result, 
but first Christodoulou had a 
cheeky chip shot well held by 
John & then Ederaro curled an 
effort over with the goal at his 
mercy. 


The Bergers rejoice after Evan Hristodoulou opened the scoring against the Knights. 
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Melbourne Knights’ Jean Charles Dubois tries to hustle his way past Heidelberg’s Craig Elvin. 


Photo: DANIEL FLIS 


Knights substitutes Mathieu 
Welmant & Craig Sweeney 
combined to give the visitors 
a glimmer of hope of salvag- 
ing something from the match 
in the 87th minute. Welmant 
beat Ben Wearing on the left 
& his cross ultimately found 
Sweeney at the edge of the 
box, giving him time enough 


to pick his spot and slam home 
the ball to reduce the deficit. 
However, Heidelberg United 
was content to play out time 
to record a valuable 2-1 win 
& claim the valuable three 
points. 

In next week’s Round 9 action 
of the Alanic VPL, Heidelberg 
United travel to Green Gully 


on Saturday afternoon and 
the Melbourne Knights travel 
to bottom-placed St. Albans 
on Sunday to take part in the 
Croatian derby. 

In the Under-21’s match today, 
the Melbourne Knights ran out 
1-0 winners over Heidelberg 
United. 


Action between Melbourne Knights and Heidelberg United in the late VPL game last night. 
Photo: DANIEL FLIS 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
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FINAL SCORE: 

SOUTH MELBOURNE 1-0 
RICHMOND EAGLES 
(HT: 0-0) 

Goal Scorer: 

1-0: Carl Recchia (72’) 


South Melbourne FC 

3. Rhodri PAYNE, 4. Ste- 
ven O'DOR (33. Bobby 
RUSSELL 46’), 5. Daniel 
VASILEVSKI, 6. Steven 
TOPALOVIC, 8. Carl 
RECCHIA, 11. Jesse 
KRNCEVIC, 13. Ljubo 
MILICEVIC, 15. Fernando 
DE MORAES (16. Trent 
WATERSON 88’), 18. Ma- 
rinos GASPARIS, 21. Zaim 
ZENELI, 25. Kyle JORYEFF 
(14. Kamal IBRAHIM 65’) 


Richmond Eagles 

1. Stjepan GAL, 3. Er- 

han KARAHAN, 4. Ross 
ANTONIADIS, 5. Mitchell 
BISSINGER, 6. Dimitri 
TSIARAS, 7. Timmy PUR- 
CELL (11. Mate ETEROVIC 
75’), 9. Michael CATALANO, 
10. Chris O'HARE (19. Evan 
BATSIS 75’), 13. Antun KO- 
VACIC, 16. Stuart WILSON 
(2. Andrew VIOLA 89’), 18. 
Michael FERRANTE 


Man of the Match: 

Carl Recchia 

(South Melbourne) 

Venue: John Cain Memorial 
Park 

Date: Sunday 10 April 2011 


Recchia Header Knocks Down Eagles 


By John Kyrou 


SOUTH MELBOURNE FC 
has maintained its position 
at the top of the Victorian 
Premier League ladder fol- 
lowing a 1-0 victory over the 
Richmond Eagles at John 
Cain Memorial Park on Sun- 
day afternoon. A Carl Rec- 
chia header after 72 minutes 
was enough for South to win 
the three points and end the 
round in first position for the 
second consecutive week. 

South was strengthened for 
the match as it welcomed back 
captain and centre-half Ste- 
ven O’Dor, right-back Steven 
Topalovic and forward Jesse 
Krncevic for the visit of the 
Eagles, with all three players 
missing the previous week’s 
0-2 win at St Albans. Rich- 
mond’s starting eleven from 
last Sunday’s 3-1 victory over 
Bentleigh remained unchanged 
except for Jason Hoffman be- 
ing replaced by Chris O’ Hare. 

South dominated the first 
half but could not put away 
its chances. Kyle Joryeff had 
two magnificent opportuni- 
ties to open the scoring, firstly 
when he headed a Daniel Vasi- 
levski corner over the bar and 
secondly when he put the ball 
wide of Stjepan Gal’s goal af- 
ter being put through one-on- 
one by Krncevic. Daniel Vasi- 
levski also had an opportunity 
to score when he hit a stinging 
shot just over Gal’s crossbar. 
Despite the opportunities cre- 
ated, South was still level at 
the halftime break. On a sour 
note, O’Dor was substituted 
during the halftime break and 
replaced by Bobby Russell 
after the captain picked up an 
injury just before the end of the 
first half. 

In the second half, Richmond 
was very lucky not to go down 
to 10 men when Erhan Kara- 
han went flying into Steven 


: 
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Richmond's Ross Antoniadis has to go sideways as well as up to win the header against South's Kyle Joryeff (left), 


Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


Topalovic from behind with 
his studs raised. Despite the 
mass protests from the home 
supporters for a red card, Kara- 
han was extremely fortunate 
to continue playing as he was 
only cautioned for the tackle. 
South’s frustrations grew even 
further when Krncevic was put 
through one-on-one but was 
penalised for being offside 


when he appeared to be onside. 
Minutes later, Joryeff commit- 
ted a rather crude late tackle 
and was perhaps lucky to have 
only been given a caution. The 
coaching staff reacted to dif- 
fuse the situation by replacing 
him with Kamal Ibrahim. 
Despite the growing frustra- 
tion, South continued to put 
pressure on Richmond and 


eventually got the goal they 
had been after, when Recchia 
rose at the near post to head 
Ibrahim’s cross into the back 
of the net. It was not the pretti- 
est of goals and it was not the 
best of matches to watch, how- 
ever Recchia’s goal meant that 
South achieved what it had set 
out to do and that was win a 
fourth successive match, keep 


a second consecutive clean 
sheet and remain on top of the 
Victorian Premier League. 

South’s next match is away 
to Hume City, with kick-off 
scheduled for 15:00 at Broad- 
meadows Valley Park next 
Sunday afternoon. At the same 
time, Richmond hosts the Oak- 
leigh Cannons at Kevin Bar- 
tlett Reserve. 


Chris O'Hare makes an awkward clearance of Soth Melbourne keeper Zaim Zaneli who has 
the ball safely in his keeping. Steve Toplaovic is also on the scene, Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


Richmond's Erhan Karahan’s strong challenge forces Kyle Joryeff to take evasice action. 


Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


SPRINGVALE W EAGLES 


DANDENONG THUINDER 


SWE lineup: Scott AUGUSTIN, 
Adam EWIN, Boris BAJIC, Gor- 
dan MRDIC (Gojko PONJEVIC 
83’), Milos LUJIC, Rados 
TOMIC (Lewis KARANICOLAS 
62’), Dushan NIKOLIC, Domi- 
nic D'‘ANGELO, Zoran VUKAS, 
Nikola VELJOVIC, Goran 
ZORIC (Paul MAGHIAR 83’). 


Unused subs: Christian MO- 
RALES, Andres JEREZ 
Yellow Cards: Mrdic 18’, Bajic 
61’. 


Dandenong Lineup: Stuart 
WEBSTER, Ben HARRISON, 
Jack HINGERT, Archie TOMIC, 
Mathew THEODORE, Steven 
GRAY, Veton KORCARI (Na- 
than KNOX 73’), Luke SHER- 
BON (Alex ROJAS 87’), Chris 
TAYLOR, Stephen COOKE 
(Liam KEARNEY 63’), Shane 
REXHEPI. 


Unused subs: Sermin SADIK- 
OVSKI, Jarryd BARNES 
Yellow Cards: Rexhepi 66’ 
Goals: Sherbon 75, 81’ (P), 
Theodore 76’. 
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Quickfire Double does the dam 
for Dandy 


By Rory Flanagan 


Bouncing back from a three nil 
loss at the hands of Green Gully, 
Dandenong Thunder produced 
a dominant second half display 
to take home all three points at 
Springvale White Eagles on Sun- 
day afternoon. 

Two goals in two second half min- 
utes set up the derby win for the 
visitors. 

Both sides began the contest full of 
enthusiasm in front of vocal contin- 
gents of supporters. 

Dandenong’s fluent moving, strong 
passing game was hindered by the 
long grass of White Eagles Stadi- 
um and adopted a more direct route 
as a result. 

Springvale looked to use the speed 
of Goran Zoric and Zoran Vukas to 
manufacture opportunities. 

The away side made the better 
start but couldn’t find any passage 
through a congested Springvale de- 
fence. Mathew Theodore and Ar- 
chie Tomic both with efforts at goal 
blocked by a commited backline. 
Rados Tomic was being made to 
work hard on the right flank to cov- 
er attacking left back Ben Harrison 
who repeatedly bombed forward to 
create chances. 

Gordan Mrdic was issued with 

the first yellow card of the match 
on 18 minutes after being beaten 
to the ball by fellow number eight 
Mathew Theodore. 
Zoran Vukas did well to fire a shot 
on target after cutting inside from 
the left wing. However, Webster 
was in position to pluck the ball 
comfortably out of the air. 

The two rival teams opted to run 
the ball out of defence and space 
opened up for Shane Rexhepi as 
the first half drew to a close. The 
central defender struck a long range 
pile driver narrowly over the bar. 

Another heated battle occurred 
off the pitch, with both sets of fans 
endeavouring to drown each other 
out. 

Adam Ewin courageously denied 
Veton Korcarevski in stoppage 
time and collected a knock to the 
head for his efforts. 

The interval served as an oppor- 
tunity for both coaches to marshal 
their troops and energise them for 


the cracking second stanza that fol- 
lowed. 

Mistakes are a rarity when Steven 
Gray is on the ball and he surprised 
many with an under hit back pass 
that forced Webster into action to 
deny Milos Lujic in the opening 
minute after the restart. 

Surging runs from midfield com- 
bined with slick passing have been 
the main feature behind Dande- 
nong’s attack prowess this season 
and Archie Tomic set up Luke 
Sherbon in the 51st minute. After a 
smart turn on the halfway line, the 
Dandy midfielder accelerated and 
ran at the White Eagles back four 
before slipping a perfectly weight- 
ed pass to Luke Sherbon who thun- 
dered an effort at goal from the 
edge of the area, tipped behind by 
Scott Augustin. The resulting cor- 
ner saw Veton Korcarevski’s pow- 
erful drive from ten yards denied 
again by Augustin. 

UK import Stephen Cooke should 
have done better with his free 
header ten minutes into the second 
half from a wonderful Jack Hingert 
cross. 

Repeatedly being afforded space 
and time in midfield, Dandenong 
were able to get around the home 
defence and deliver crosses fre- 
quently. Luke Sherbon cut the ball 
back from the by line to Theodore 
who struck a half volley against the 
crossbar as the travelling fans ea- 
gerly anticipated a breakthrough. 
Shane Rexhepi made an effort to 
clear a ball midair and could do 
little to avoid contact with Vukas 
in possession and gave away a free 
kick. Surprisingly the referee pro- 
duced a yellow card to the Thunder 
vice-captain. 

Shortly after, Milos Lujic found 
himself inside the box with the ball 
from a quick free kick but fired 
straight into the grateful hands of 
Webster. 

The visitors eventually did have 
put the ball in the back of the net 
after Veton Korcarevski knocked 
home the rebound from Chris Tay- 
lor’s long range effort that smacked 
against the bar. Celebrations were 
brought to an abrupt halt when the 
assistant referee raised his flag for 
offside. 


Thunder's Matt Theodore celebrates his goal (left) as does Luke Sherbon his brace (right). And ther 
the Thunder are all in the chorus after the match. Photo: ANITA MILAS 


Dandy finally did break the dead- 
lock and did so in a lethal 90 sec- 
ond period. Luke Sherbon ham- 
mered home the rebound from 
a 75th minute corner and before 
anyone could blink an eye, Chris 
Taylor sent Theodore through on 
goal and he calmly slotted past Au- 
gustin for a second goal. 

Five minutes later, the game was 
done and dusted when Veton Kor- 
carevski won a penalty. Luke Sher- 
bon kept his composure and sent 
Augustin the wrong way to bag his 
second goal of the afternoon. 

With the result was beyond doubt, 
White Eagles fans departed early 


to jeers from their Dandenong 
counterparts. 

Looking to pile on more misery 
to the demoralised Eagles, Taylor 
curled a delightful effort that drew 
an equally brilliant save from Au- 
gustin in the 88th minute. 

The score-line remained at 3-0 and 
enormous cheers rang out as the fi- 
nal whistle blew. 

Dandenong Coach Stuart Munro 
said that the key factor behind the 
win was his side’s patience. 

“We spoke at half time about main- 
taining patience.” 

“Keeping our shape and moving 
around in midfield more opened 


things up for us.” He added 

When asked about Thunder’s bril- 
liant start to the season, he com- 
mented “ We play to a certain 
structure that suits the players 
we’ve got and the players’ hard 
work and natural abilities getting 
us there at the moment. They’re all 
hungry and they’re all doing well. 
They’ve all shown a very good at- 
titude.” 

Dandenong take on a Bentleigh 
Greens side featuring several ex- 
Thunder players next week on Sat- 
urday night with Springvale away 
to Northcote on Saturday. 


Alanic VPL Standings 


South Melbourne 
Dandenong Thunder 
Oakleigh Cannons 


Hume City 
Northcote City 


Bentleigh Greens 
Richmond Eagles 
Heidelberg Utd 


VTC Football 


Melbourne Knights 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Springvale White Eagles 
St Albans Saints 
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Hume City 


23 


Richmond 


Fri 15 Apr 8:30PM 
Richmond Eagles v Oakleigh Can- 
nons Kevin Bartlett Reserve 


Sat 16 Apr 3:00PM 
Northcote City v Springvale White 
Eagles John Cain Memorial 


Sat 16 Apr 3:00PM 
Green Gully Cavaliers v Heidelberg 
Utd Green Gully Reserve 


Oakleigh Cannons 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne 
Heidelberg Utd 
Springvale White Eagles 
Dandenong Thunder 
Northcote City 

Bentleigh Greens 

VTC Football 


St Albans Saints 


Alanic VPL Round 9 
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Wed 13 Apr 8:30PM 
N.T.C v Dandenong Thunder 


Sat 16 Apr 7:00PM 
Dandenong Thunder v Bentleigh 
Greens George Andrews Reserve 


Sun 17 Apr 3:00PM 
St Albans Saints v Melbourne 
Knights Churchill Reserve 


Sun 17 Apr 3:00PM 
Hume City v South Melbourne 
Broadmeadows Valley Park 


Bentleigh Greens 2 
Hume City 5 


Oakleigh Cannons 2 
St Albans Saints 2 


Green Gully Cavaliers 3 
Northcote City 0 


South Melbourne 5 
Richmond 1 


Springvale White Eagles 1 
Dandenong Thunder 0, 
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SPORTING DREAM 
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